
VUl INDEPENDENT BOHEMIA

asset for the Allies as it does, has not always been
fully appreciated by Allied public opinion. We our-
selves, however, never doubted for a moment that
the Allied cause would ultimately triumph and that
we would achieve our independence, because we knew
that in struggling for this aim we were only carrying
out the unanimous will of our whole nation. Without
waiting for any pledges, without regard as to which
side would be victorious, our nation has from the
beginning staked its all on the Allied victory and has
contributed with all its powers to hasten it. Despite
all adverse circumstances, our people, at first com-
pletely at the mercy of their enemies, ruthlessly
persecuted and tortured by them, nevertheless re-
mained firm and resolute. Their attitude v.-as most
outspoken and courageous at all times, and they have
also rendered the Allies active assistance, which is
being duly appreciated by them. It is chiefly due to
the efforts of the subject peoples themselves, of whom
the Czechs have certainly been the most outspoken,
that the collapse of Austria has occurred, which
finally scaled the fate of Kaiserism and of the Pan-
German plans of Mitteleuropa.

To-day our hopes for a better future are at last
being fulfilled as a result of the Allies' complete
victory, assuring the creation of a new and just inter-
national order. Our much-afflicted yet undaunted
people already consider themselves as independent.
The Peace Conference, at which the Czecho-Slovak
Government will be represented, will only confinn
the existence of an independent Czecho-Slovak State.
In conclusion, we should like to express our deep


