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father. Besides I had taken quite a liking to the

girl, and meant to stay with her for good. But I tell

you what it is, Dick, since she has trifled with you

—Oh, yes, she did though!—and since her old

papa's not good enough for her—the devil take her,

say I."

•* You will be kind to her at least ? " said Dick.

" I never was unkind to a living soul," replied the

Admiral. " Firm I can be, but not unkind."

" Well," said Dick, offering his hand, " God bless

you, and farewell."

The Admiral swore by all his gods he should not

go. " Di(ik," he said, " you are a selfish dog ; you

forget your old Admiral. You wouldn't leave him

alone, would you ?
"

It was useless to remind him that the house was

not his to dispose of, that being a class of considera-

tions to which his intelligence was closed ; so Dick

tore himself off by force, and, shouting a good-bye,

made off along the lane to Thymebury.

CHAPTER IX

IN WHICH THE LIBERAL EDITOR REAPPEARS AS

DEUS EX MACHINA i>

It was perhaps a week later, as old Mr. Naseby sat

brooding in his study, that there was shown in upon

him, on urgent business, a little hectic gentleman

shabbily attired.

"I have to ask pardon for this intrusion, Mr.

Naseby," he said; "but I come here to perform a


