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similar doctrine for Europe—and 
above all for the territory and t£e 
interests of the greater German 
Reich. . * >

Moreover I would obviously never 
presume to address such a request 
to the president of the United 
States of America, because I assume 
that he would probably rightly con­
sider such a presumption tactless.

XVII
The American president further 

declares that he would then com­
municate information received by 
him concerning the political alms of 
Germany to other nations now ap­
prehensive as to the course of our 
policy.

The answer: How has Mr. Roose­
velt learned which nations consider 
themselves threatened by German 
policy and which do not?

Or Is Mr. Roosçve\t in a position, 
in spite of the enormous amount of 
work which must rest upon Mm "in 
his own country, to recognise of Ms 
own accord all these Inner spiritual 
and mental Impressions of. other 
peoples and their governments?

XVIII
Finally Mr. Roosevelt asks that 

assurance be given Mm that the 
German armed forççjEÜl not attack, 
and above all noS'invade, the terri­
tory or possessions of the following 
Independent nations. He then 
names as thdee coming Into ques­
tion: Fgpttnd, Latvia, Estonia. Nor­
way, Sweden, Denmark, The Neth­
erlands, Belgium, Great Britain, 
Ireland, France, Portugal, Spain, 
Switserland, Liechtenstein, Luxem­
burg, Poland, Hungary, Ttietey, 
Iraq, The Arables, Syria, Palestine, 
Egypt and Iran.

The answer: I have first taken 
the trouble to ascertain from the 
states mentioned firstly whether 
they feel themselves threatened, and 
secondly and above all whether this 
inquiry by the American president 
was addressed to us at their sugges­
tion or at any rate with their con­
sent. .... V

The reply was in all cases neg­
ative, in some instances strongly 
so. It is true that I could not cause 
inquiries to be made of certain of 
the states and nations mentioned 
because they themselves—as for 
example Syria—are at present not 
in possession of their freedom, but 
are occupied and consequently de­
prived of their rights by the military 
agents of-democratic states.

Apart from this fact, however, all 
states- bordering on Germany have 
received much more binding assur­
ances and above all suggestions than 
Mr. Roosevelt asked from me in his 
curious telegram.

But should there he any doubt as 
to the value of these general and 
direct statements wMch I have so 
aften made, then any further state­
ment of this kind, even if addressed 
to tiw American president^ Would be

equally worthless. “T. — ——
Is not the value wMch Mr.
velt attaches to such stai---------
which is decisive, but the value at­
tached to these statements by the 
countries in question.

xix
But I must also draw Mr. Roose­

velts attention, to one or two'.his­
torical errors. He mentions Ireland, 
for instance, and asks for a state­
ment to the effect that Germany will 
not attack Ireland. Now I have just 
read a speech delivered by De 
Valera, the Irish taolseach (prime* 
minister), in which, strangdy 
enough, and contrary “to Mr. 
Roosevelt's opinion, he does not 
charge Germany with oppressing 
Ireland, but reproaches Bigland 
with subjecting Ireland to continu­
ous aggression at her hands.

With all due respect to Mr. Roose­
velt's insight into the needs and 
cares of other countries, it may 
nevertheless be assumed that the 
Irish taolseach will be more familiar 
with the dangers which threaten 
his country than the president of 
the United States.

In the same way the fact has 
obviously escaped Mr. Roosevelt’s 
notice that Palestine Is a£ present 
occupied not by German troops but 
by the English; and that the country 
is having Its liberty restricted by 
the most brutal resort to force, is 
being robbed of its independence and 
is suffering the cruellst maltreat­
ment for the benefit of Jewish inter­
lopers.

The Arabs living in that country 
will therefore certainly not have 
complained to Mr. Roosevelt of Ger­
man aggression, but they do voice 
a continuous appeal to the world, 
deploring the barbarous methods 
with wMch England Is attempting to 
suppress a people wMch loves its 
freedom and is but defending it 

This, too, is perhaps a problem 
wMch would have to be solved at 
the conference table, that is, in the 
presence of a Just Judge, and not by 
physical force, military means, mam 
executions, burning down villages 
blowing up houses and so on. For 
one fact is undoubtedly certain:. In 
this case England is not defending 
herself against a threatened Arab 
attack, but as an interloper, and, 
without being called upon to do so, 
is endeavoring to establish her 
power in a foreign territory wMch 
does not belong to her.

A whole series of similar errors 
which Mr. Roosevelt has made 
might be pointed out, quite apart 
from the difficulty of military oper­
ations on the part of Germany in 
states and countries, some of which 
are 2,000 and 5,000 kilometers away 
from us. In conclusion, however. 
I have the following statement to 
make:

xx
• The German WJZ 

nevertheless prepared to

ot s LTClt on the condlUon o- 
reciprocity, provided ■
wishes it and tip» adore» 
Germany a_request for

ments, Germany is willing to make 
terms with each individual state in 
accordance with the wishes of that 
state.

But I should not like to let this 
opportunity pass without giving 
above all to the président of. the 
United States an assurance regard­
ing those territories which would 
after all give him most cause for 
apprehension, namely, the United 
States itself and the cither states of 
the American continent

And I here solemnly declare that 
all the assertions which have been 
circulated in any way concerning an 
intended German attack or Invasion 
on lor in American territory are rank 
frauds and gross untruths. Quite 
apart from the fact that such 
assertions, as far as the military 
possibilities are concerned, could 
have their origin only in a stupid 
Imagination.

XXI
The American president then goes 

on to declare in thin connection that 
he regards the discussion of the 
most effective and immediate man­
ner in wMch the peoples of the 
world can obtain relief from the 
crushing burden of armaments, as 
the- most Important factor of all. 
^*Mk. Roosevelt perhaps does not 
kndw that this problem in so far 
as'it concerns Germany has already 
been completely solved on one 
occasion. Between 1519 and 1923 
Germany had already completely 
dSsanhed—as wss expressly con­
firmed by the Allied commissions— 
the extent of this disarmament being 
as follows:

The following military equipment 
was destroyed :

1—59,000 guns and barrels,
.t 2—130,000 machine guns,

3— 41,000 minenwerfer (mine­
throwers) and barrels,

4— 6,007,000 rifles and carbines,
5— 243,000 machine-gun barrels,
•—28,000 gun carriages. •
7—4,300 minenwerfer carriages,
3-31,750,000 shells.
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