Linear thinking on a spherical planet

he Guys atthe Library

by Scott Neily

f you like innovative acous-

tic guitar music that ranges

in style from jazz and blues
to folk and rock, then check out
performers Allan Wilkie and
Chip Sutherland, collectively
known as The Guys at the
Library.

The pair started playing
together two years ago, doing
performances in front of the Pub-
lic Library — hence their name.
Their respective playing styles
balance, with Chip handling
most of the guitar duties and
Allan doing the lead vocals, as
well as guitar and banjo.

Their influences are quite
diverse but they cite Bruce
Cockburn, Bob Dylan and Neil
Young as being the major ones.
“Bruce Cockburn was the com-
mon thread,” explained Chip."As
it is, he has a jazzy-folk sound
that covers the whole spectrum.
It's where the style comes from.”
Allan put in, “Yeah, our style is
still developing and it always
will be, but I think what we look
for is freshness, mostly.”

“what we look
for is freshness”

The duo has produced an
eight-song promo tape of origi-
nals developed over the past two
years. The sound is mostly their
own acoustic playing with some
various spices thrown in: bon-
gos, a jazz guitar acting as a bass,
and aluminum pie plates. Some
of the stories behind the songs
are quite unusual. “Guitar Tun-
ing Blues' is directly from play-
ing on the street one night when
we just could not get our guitars
in tune. As the temperature
drops, vour guitars change in
pitch, and halfway through a
song, your guitars are out of
tune.” At Chip’s insistence,
Allan turned his catchy phrase

“linear thinking on a spherical
planet” into a song. “I was mostly
a closet player, playing for
myself. I didn't really believe in
my ability to write songs and I
certainly didn't try that hard
because of that doubt. When 1
mentioned this phrase, Chip
said, Hey! That would be a great

“folk festivals
would be more
up our alley”

song! and I said, 'Nah, I can't
make that into a song! I went
home and tried it and it became a
song.”

Though they plan to move
more indoors in the future, they
are careful of their choice of
clubs. “The problem with mov-
ing into the clubs is that we want
to develop our own music. As
soon as you get into clubs you
begin to move in the opposite
direction,” said Chip. “Yeah,
added Allan, “folk festivals
would be more up our alley.
That's the closest thing to play-
ing on a stage that I think would
fit what we do. It's much pre-
ferred to playing in a noisy club.”

Providing a relaxing show for
all, the Guys at the Library are
currently performing a collec-
tion of songs, covers and origi-
nals, at the Grawood Lounge on
Friday afternoons at 3:00 to 6:00
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Appealing a letter grade?

The Student Advocacy Service provides free
assistance to students who may become involved in an
appeal process. Advocates can assist students with
appeal procedures, submissions, and by representing
the student at appeal hearings.

INTERESTED?
Call 424-2205 or visit Room 404, The S.U.B.

Where it’'s summer all winter long...

Get away from your studies, cold weather and life's troubles and relax for a few

minutes every week or every day.

We make it easy with Swedish design, fully automatic sun tan beds with built-in

the

stereos and personalized luxury.

Students* Receive
1st Session Free — No obligation!
1/2 price sessions on Sunday
1st Semester Special
Unlimited tanning from now until January 2, 1988
for only $79.00

(maximum 1 session per day)
* Upon presentation of valid university or college |.D

SUNROOM This winter Go South to Dresden Row
1569 Dresden Row, The Courtyard - Call Today: 422-6650 or 429-6650
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29 Great Skirts 30 31 2 3
Contest ) : ) : e WL
Open to males Geology Society Movie Night Specialty Night | Specialty Night
& females 8 p.m.
Thursday Friday Saturday Monday Tuesday
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