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Two big features in Cas-
serole this week. The first
on C-2 and C-3 deals with
last summer’'s WUS inter-
national seminar. The fea-
ture was written by this
university’s representative to
the seminar, Cathy Elias.

On C-4 and C-5, Ron Ya-
kimchuk reviews the situ-
ation with the North Gar-
neau devedopment. One of
the basic points of his story
is the way in which the
planners intend to integrate
the different facilities—that
is, the integration of depart-
ments, residences, academic
areas and parking, as well as
the wider integration of the
campus with the community.

Old Faithfw! Rich Vivone
has decided to adapt the re-
cent “censoring” move of the
city police to advantage.
Read about it on C-3.

Our cover shot ties in
quite neatly with the Gar-
neau story. Coincidentally
or not, the above design by
Mr. Pythagorus was found in
the pavement outside the
architect’s offices. Draw
your own conclusions.

Memories of the '67 WUS seminar

An examination of Canada and her problems

By CATHY ELIAS

In retrospect, the 1967 World
University Service Seminar held
in Canada must be considered one
of the most profitable experiences
of my life.

Although one might question the
advantages of holding the seminar
in Canada where the students
would be familiar with their coun-
try, within a week of the meeting
of students at Carleton University
this assumption proved to be in-
valid. Granted, as Canadian stu-
dents, we were not meeting a
totally different social system as
we moved from province to pro-
vince, and yet we were constantly
amazed by the varying values and
aspirations held by people
throughout Canada. In addition,

background

Cathy Elias was last year’s
World University Service
International Seminar win-
ner. The seminar was held
in Canada for the first time,
during our centennial year.

This year’s seminar will be
held in French West Africa.
The seminar lasts for six
weeks during the summer
and examines the problems
and some of the solutions to
the problems that the semi-
nar countries have,

the seminar afforded Canadian
students and professors the op-

portunity to meet students and.

teachers from each of the countries
which WUS has visited since 1949.

NOT UNUSUAL

During the total five weeks of
the seminar, it was not unusual
to see in the small hours of the
morning, clusters of students dis-
cussing numerous topics ranging
from the merits of socialism to the
vastness of Canada. It was here,
over a pizza and refreshments, that
we exchanged our views and man-
aged to assimilate in some small
measure those ideals expressed by
our fellow participants. The im-
portance of these informal get-to-
gethers can never be over-esti-
mated, for they gave to our study
of Canada a relevance without
which our analysis would have
been very shallow indeed.

Through the foreign students we
were able to catch glimpses of
other cultures and lands; to com-
pare and contrast these different
social systems; to clarify the prob-
lems confronting Canada in her
second century; and perhaps most
important, as a result of synthe-
sizing these views, to formulate
far more concrete and relevant
proposals for the future of Canada.

HARD TO DESCRIBE

As one recalls the seminar, one
slowly recognizes that it is im-
possible to begin to describe in
depth the places we visited, the
people we met or the knowledge
we gained. The seminar left an
impression on all of us that was
more than just meeting one in-
dividual or visiting one city. It
was a total experience that I feel
was responsible for changing view-
points and attitudes towards life
and people. The reason—the re-
markable willingness to compro-
mise which permeated the entire
seminar. Under such a climate it
was inevitable that hard line
stands on any issue would slowly
relax. Giving individuals an ap-
preciation of the necessity of com-
promise in the world today was
one of the most successful results
of the seminar.

STANDS OUT

If any one topic stands out most
clearly in my mind, it is surely
the one most of the participants
considered to be one of the gravest
problems confronting Canadians—
the question of the relation of
Quebec to the remainder of the
nation. It was inevitable that in
any examination of Canada, the
question would arise; for parti-
cularly in Eastern Canada, the im-
perative nature of Quebec’s de-
mands cannot be overestimated.
Particularly relevant to this dis-
cussion are the observations of
the foreign students who regarded
with astonishment the apparent
disunity in the country. As a re-
sult of their perceptive analyses,
the Canadian students were able
to place the problems faced by
the country in a more realistic
framework.

It appeared to most of the parti-
cipants to be unfortunate and
somewhat ludicrous that, as
French-Canadians continue their
struggle for equality in economic
and cultural spheres, there are
parts of the nation where an ap-
preciation of the serious nature of
this struggle is not forthcoming.
This was the opinion of those who
were on the western and northern
tours. Their observations were
much in line with those that have
already been made in the preli-
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minary report of the Royal Com-
mission on Biculturalism and Bi-
lingualism.

PROPER REFLEX

As a westerner, I have found
that it is practically impossible for
anyone from the west to appre-
ciate the significance of what is
going on at the heart of the
struggle without first going to
Quebec. Only then does the fact
that six million French-Canadians
live in the same country as you
do strike the proper reflex. Cana-
dians can no longer afford to ig-
nore the fact that these French-
Canadians are extremely dis-
pleased with their status under the
present Constitution.

Even if one decides that Trem-
blay’s call for independence for
Quebec is nothing more than a
mere puff, one can not fail to see
the determination of the political
leaders in Quebec to secure a new
status for French-Canadians, in
addition to preserving the culture
of the French.

Union Generale Etudiants de
Quebec (UGEQ) has been formed
as the answer to the Canadian
Union of Students (CUS). UGEQ
typifies the reaction of the intel-
lectual elite of Quebce to the rather
slow process they were making in
the country.

CLASSIFICATION

Members of eastern tours, after
visiting UGEQ headquarters in
Montreal, could not help but ob-
serve a tendancy typical of most
French-Canadian students—a ten-
dancy to classify anyone outside
Quebec as English; herin, it is my
contention, lies one of the most
significant reasons behind West-

ern reluctance to concede any-
thing to the Quebecois.

This degree of resentment was
not unexpected, particularly in
the western provinces where eth-
nic people comprise a large seg-
ment of the population. It was
further noted that in the west and
north, there was a certain detach-
ment from events going on in the
east and especially those relating
to Quebec. The problem as far as
western provinces go was one of
distance; whereas, in the Mari-
times, economics seemed to in-
fluence the people’s attitudes to-
wards the French-Canadians. This
was noted very emphatically in
New Brunswick where the tour
members could recognize the ten-
sion between the Loyalist segment
of the population in the south and
the predominantly French north,
the south being in a far bette
position economically than the
north and resentful for the eco-
monic equalization program being
instituted by the French Premier,
Premier Robichaud.

FAVORABLE ATTITUDES

Generally speaking, the seminar
participants found that the most
favorable attitudes towards
French-Canadians were to be
found in Ontario, due in large
measure to the efforts of the feder-
al government to foster good re-
lations between the two groups.
The general concensus of the par-
ticipants seemed to favor acquie-
scing to most of the demands made
by Quebec which appeared to be
quite reasonable in light of the
desire of French-Canadians to re-
tain their culture.

However, it was also noted that
any fault for a breakdown in re-



