
CANADIAN COURIEJ.

A Sagnificant Phrase.CANADIAN chartered banks havespecial priv-
icileges which sometimes are spoken of as''"rights." Sir Edmund Walker, with his usual

fairness, does flot so speak. In his excellent aniual
âddress to his shareholders he uses these words:-

"In view of the franchise we enjoy, we recognize
the duty and responsibility upon us to aid in the
development of the country."

This is in the proper spirit. If our bankers al
had that spirit and followed it logically, there would
be less tendency to criticize, and less j ealousy of
the treiendous profits which the chartered banks
are making.

Canada in Books.E RY little while, a British journalist cornes
out to Canada and writes a book about us.
H1e goes home with the manuscript, publishies

it ini London, and sends the edition out here to be
sold. Hie las discovered that we like to, read about
ourselves. Seldom does he uniderstand the c=utror its people, but that doesn't matter. Hekns
we are sensitive and vain and he turris it to good
-accont.

Does any one imagine if a Canadian went to,
Britain and wrote a book telling what he learned
during two or three weeks visit there that the
British people would rush to buy it? Not a bit of
it. They have a mental poise which tells them that
the Canadian could have little to say that would
bc of permanent value.

Canada's idilosyncrasy ini this respect is duplicated
in the United States. Whenever a prominent visi-
tor arrives, a crowd of reporters gather about him
'to ask, MWhat do you think of New York?" or.

It is about time that this continent got 'over its
new-baby stage. It does not much matter what
these visitors think. We should have sufficient
confidence ini our country not to be affected either
by fulsome fiattery or captious criticism,

The in fortunate Mot her.
LIUTTLE story which appeared not long ago
on the front page of a Winnipeg daily paper
made an impression lapon my mind. A man

-walking home one night, passed the "Home of the

of a fair and just attitude that we are compelling
chuld-desertion and worse. Surely there must bie a
remedy for such a state of affairs. Our presenit
methods are irrational and destructive. Why
should not the matrons of these Homes invite the
confidences of these unfortunate girls ýand thus pre-
vent chuld-desertion? Why slould not society give
suich a girl a second chance? Even criminals are
given that, and these unfortunates are not crîminals
uinless we mnake them sudh.

The Bookiqas Clergyman.IN the cities, the clergymen usually -get
enough salaries to, enable them to buy
books. If they have not the money to pur-

chase them, they may go to the libraries and
read themn. Hence the city preacher is usually
abreast of the times. 11He is in constant touch
with the lat.est .criticismn and the newest
44vîewsý"

On the other hand, the village clergyman
has no money to spend on books, and'no lib-
raries to, patronize. Is it any wonder that hie
feels ct off from the intellectualAif e of the
world?

Why not-travelling libraries for these men,
so that they may keep in touch with aIl that
is best in modern thought ? .They' are doing
a great unselfish work, these country clergy-
mien. They are helping in every good moîve-
ment. They are living on beggarly salaries
and suffering many privations with noble
patience.

Where is the Carnegie who will bring the
library to their door and thus brighten their
lives?
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aiic ioronto oas civîc acumnistration
ýcted commission known as a "Board of

The governinent is in the lands of the
icil as it always was. The Board of Con-
nistrates, subject to the supervision and
of the Council.
the Railway Commission for the Dominion
ites but does not eovern. It is aiooointed
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-,adminmster the law. They have no Iegislatrý
They do not form. a part of the governi
Their work is entirely administrative.

The Lateat in Commissions.

NM ANITOBA is about to create a col
of the latest and most modern
public service commission. The

of its kind in Canada is lin the Province of
but it has so far donc little to make itself
Like the Ontario Railway Board, its powel
limited as to make it ineffectiv e for the woi
ît mnight bie supposed to perform

Premier Roblin has promised a public
commission with powers as wide as that of
York Public Service Commission, one of
important bodies in the United States. It
complete control over ail government-omi
privately-owned corporations that give pui
vice. It will supervise ail steam and eleci
ways in the province, all gas and electr:
companies, telegraphs, teleplones, grainc
and so on. Ample provision will be mnade
enforcement of its orders, Premier Roblin
so that there will bie no possible evasion of it
H1e declares that the commissioners will ho
tions that will carry greater responsibility t
of a chief justice of the province.

This at least is Premier Roblin's idea.
works ont as he expects, it will probably

by beneficial.

Where There is Unfairneas.N O private corporation operating a pi
vice can reasonably object to fair ng
That regulation must, however, be

a competent judicial commission, not by a
irresponsible demagogues looking for votes
times, a clique of city aldermen will mnake
on a privately-owned public utility corporat
out .any accurate knowledge of the facts.
ample, in Toronto the chief stock in trade
cipal orators looking for votes lias been
tions of the gas company, the electric liglit
and the street railway.

The conduct of these comparues may
been ahl it slould be, but certainly the criti
too often been made by men who could
extensive knowledge of the facts. A pubi
commission, such as they have ini New Yo

doing administrativeý work, but flot one
governing powers. These are the Terr
and Northern Ontario Railway Commissic
operates the government railway and col
in the Temiskai.ning country. The Ontario
Board is supposed to regulate the steamn an
railways of the province in so f ar as these
ject to, the provincial authority. The HY
tric Commission, which is building electr
mission ues ail over the province for th<
benefit of the municipal power and lightii
in each city and town in the province.

The Dominion Government also propos(
point two new commissions of a permant
acter, a tariff commission and a terminal
commission. These two will, like the oth
tioned, performa administrative services w
rulers of the country believe can best bc
in this way.

It might also be said that the Judges
country are a series of commissions enipo


