
THE WESTERN HOME MONTHLY

M. ';rogffl bock» about tii. bulletin1
bo~4 dbefrept$#g1 aa

"Adoel.uot i hotol bus mmoumo-i
kW, tbe .mmg of the. play, 'Smith'a1

3ii. [s My 4tIiY ý
1-be UN nIp otelwaofclty pro-'

potiLv tozrl e hwitii a tiiree-i
utpj *ictrk o .gai on the roof. A

'5t - Vusas tadimeg Opposite the.
um'mtwum Md the motoxiisa Pouimd.
çd thm gngusvfgsly:
' " Wliy doue h. ring the. 1Eng go mueh In

TbMaokd the. hotel cler
"db, thaVthe ti.uburben car-laves

OvSz yfl at ou. He's juat c.Ding atten-
ticst tt bm Lad that it's aibout ready to

;"Mili 4'momtimes late stprting?"p
aakça Thom"as

"1<0, er-wiy ?" inquired the clork.
*Mhy, if ]people kuow it bave. every

hait heur »d let on uetim hiere would
b. » . mod of the. extra announeçinent."P

"That'. «et," agreed the clerk, who
wus mel amuuedmet tho idea. TOM
proadsm note bock and made anoth-
er entry, "Nfo discpline iu streot car
handim." Defore putting it back in his

= emade imchet inertion, "Card
h"whLdow mornlng of May 2th,

annoncos cou cert to bo held in Spoonor
hall on May l9th inauaidof cd Crss."

Af tor breakfast ho waiked along the
,ain streets. In one store window was
a pile of empty cigarette cartons that
iiad boom but up like a housof carda.
Tiiey wore weather.staifled and fly-speck-
cd and arnong thein was a poster adver-
tiaing the. coming cf the piay "Ont
Ther."on Match l7th! Acrogs the
atreet a bill board called attention te a
cirons that was due last summer and a
play that lied comme and gene weeks bc-
fore in anothor store window was a
display cf snow ahovels, suggesting sca.nt
respect for the vernal eqimeex in that
quarter.

ne boarded the suburban car and
studiod the ads. diaplayedoin the panels.
One houswas irnprossig the uecessity
for beavy overcoats, another, the need
of storin doors and windows. The car
ltself was dirty and iil-ventilated. A
young man came in and lounged on oe
seat and pianted bis boots on the seat
opposite. Tom iustinctively examiued
the seat heococupied te, see if any miid
stains wero there and discovored that
ho .had sat on a spot cf grease.

"'Docs thie car," ho asked the conduc-
ter, "Imeot another car coming back?"

"Yes, at the haif-way," droned the
conductor.

"Thon, I'il get out there." The con-
ducter followed hie giancb to the spot of
grease and went coul usedly away te
celleet the fare of the straddling youth,
who by this turne bad Iighted a cigarette.

Looking out the window Tom observ-
ed that there was at least an excellent
automobile road, but on a telegraph polo
a short distance away was a aign,

"'Closed For Through Traffie."
Now, what could.tbat mean? Traffic

-was running right by, regardiese of any
detaining sigu. He asked the conductor.

"Oh, that i That's a aign thoy forgot
to take down-thoy were repairing this
road iast sununer!"

At the "balf-w%%ay" ho noted that the
car m u the siding backed out when the
other passed and jotted down in uis book
the necessity for a through siding as a
mark of progress.

Bof oro entering his hotel ho began
ireading a news bulletin in front of a
news stand before hoi noticed the date-
May l8th.
î lu the eveuing ho went to the theatre.
The curtain caugbt bis oye, not hecause
of its exquisite art but tho reverse, and
especially because of a string of hiotches

ail the way dow%çn the centre, as if some-one had thrown àk pot of brown paint
high up and the curtain had reoeived
the descending spiash.

The picture, which was an illustration
of a rock-boîind coast with a castie in.
posing its dungeon head where the sea
assailied its walis, and where salboats
ran dangerously close, was ringod about
with local ada. One of them rend:

"The ioongs sang in this theatre may
be purchased at O'Doran's." Tom ask-
ed his neighbor where O'Doran's might
be.

I"Used to hie opposite the theatre," was
the reply, "but they ain't been here for
noar a year now."

«'And that stain on the curtain-how
long has it been therel'"

"Two years, at least. I ain't been here
more'n that!"

This led to an îiiquîry about several
other ads. which adduced the information
that more than haif of the firms repre-
sented had not been doing business for
a yar. 1

Leaving the thenatre Tom glanced up-
ward to see what tl* ig eecri sg

dispiayed, and found that what it em-
phasized most was total darkness. He
asked the hotel clerk why.

"War turne savmng," hoe was tokld
NeH had a good room. in the hotel and

wans generaily pleased with the service.
if there wvas one thing in which Stone-
copeisvas deficient it was in the man-'
agrement of its hotels. Here was one
oqual to any of the big hosteiries.

There were magnificent store buildings
in certain blocks and the town had the
air of prosperity common to large cities.
But the littie detailîs condemned it. The
show Tom had seen the proviens night
was stili advertised as "'coming" np te
noon next day.

«"Altogether," lie told Mayor Percival
Laurance, who wqs greatly surprised to
see him. '"You have a miniature Pitts-
burg bere but you owe me the patriotie
emblein just the saine." Bit hy bit hoe
unfi ded the proof and was taken around
in Laurance's car to verify most of it.
Not a thlng had been changed except the
station bulletin board. There was some-
thing hoe had not previousiy seen, tb.ough.
It was a pile of packing cases and boxes
on the curb aiongside a clothing store
in theo'Ilawriss.Perlmutter" section.

"Ilere's one who bas removed ail the
signe of trade," countered. Tom, pointing
to a recentiy vacated store. "But look
at the naine stili on the window."

99Oh, cone now," expostuiated tihe
mayor of Maybridgre. «"Isn't that carry-
îng it too far? Mlhen a man mves ot
lie isn't supposed te remove ail trace
of bis busines s, is hoe?"

"lI Stonecope, yes," repiied Tom.
"MVhen a business maran moves ho muet
remove ail trace3 of his occupancy heforo
hoe locks the door, in other words ho
mustn't forget the cnt. WVe have a by-
iaw that no naine or advertisemOait.lia-
hie to mislead shall ho displayed. If it
la necessary for the towvn to remnove
such signs or advertising motter, the
actuai cost 'lviiI ho charged to the oe
rosponsible, plus a special tax of fromn
one dollar to one lîundred dollars accord-
ing to the gravity of the offense. For
instance, Jones & Co. inove frein A Steet
te B Street. If the A Street Abro bears
the naine, "Joues & Co." t,,enty.four
hours after that firin lias inoved, the
*gown Commissionot bas tbe aigu remiov-
ed and the firin are taxed a dollar besides
the cost of reinoval. Suppose m-ithin a
year they mve again and repeat the
offence, the fine la five dollars. More-
ovor, if this firin displays an ad. anneiifl
ciig a concert eight l'ours after the
event. the ad. ia removed for thein and
the fine is five dollars, considjered as a.
second offence. if this occurs after the

second offence regarding the failuire te
remove the naine plate. the fine is tOli
dollars, anîd so on until the hundred dol-
lars is reaclw. After tat they are
forbidden to do business in StonfCOPe.
Needless to say, the maxijmum bas nover
been renched. These offences rarely
lappen the second Une,. in fact, and 0
Stoneope keeps eternally up te date."

And the mayer ,,Of Maybridge was
forced to admit tliat the tip was Worth
more to hm than the cost of a new flag
and flag-pole for Stonecope.
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