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asking us to put down encaustic tiles upon the floors next,

and to paper their walls with Japanese leather or fashion-

able dados. Really, the general ignorance that prevails

among the working classes as to the clearest prniciples ot

pt>litical economy is something absolutely appalling, abso-

lutely api)alling. And his Grace scribbled a note m hia

niemorandum-bo(.k of Hildas ready-made peroration, tor

fear he should forget its precise wording before he began to

give the House the benefit of his views that night upon the

political economy of tSuiall Urban Holdings.

Next morning, all London was talking of the curious

coincidence by wliich a book from the pen of an unknown

author, published only one day previously, had been quoted

and debated upon simultaneously in both Houses of 1 arlia-

nient on a single evening. In the Commons, Sir Edmund

Calverley, the distinguished Radical minister, had reaa a

dozen pa-^es from the unknown work in his declamatory

theatricaffashion, and had so electrified the House with its

graphic and horrible details that even Mr. Fitzgerald-

Grenville, the well-known member for the Baroness Drmn-

mond-Lloyd (whose rotten or at least decomposing borough

of Cherburv Minor he faithfully represented in three suc-

cessive Pariiaments), had mnmbled out a few half-maudible

apolo^^etic sentences about tliis state of things being truly

deplorable, and about the necessity for meeting such a dis-

tressing social crisis by the prompt and vigorous apphcation

of tliat excellent specific and familiar panacea, a spirited

forei^ai policy. In the Lords, the Duke himself, by some

untoward coincidence, had been moved to make a few

quotations, accompanied l)y a running fire of essertially ducal

criticism, from the verv selfsame obscure author
;
and to his

immense surprise, even the members of his own party moved

uneasily in their seats during the course of his speech
;
while

later in the evening. Lord Devizes muttered to him angrily

in the robing-room, ' Look here, Duke, you've been and put

ycnir foot in it, I assure you, about that Radical book you

were ill-advised enough to quote from. You ought never

to have treated the Small Urban Holdings Bdl m the way

you did ; and just you mark my words, the papers 11 all bo

down upon you to-morrow moriung, as sure as daylight.

You've given the "Bystander" such an opening against you

as you'lf never f(jrget till your dying day, I can tell you.'

And as the Duke drove back again after his arduous legis-

lative efl'orts that evening, he said to himself between the

pufts at his Havana, 'This comes, now, of allowing oneself

to be made a fool of by a handsome woman. How tlio

dooce I could over have gone and taken Hilda Trcgclliss


