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Orders w Sir Edtwrd Beicher

-Assistance
Pioneer."

"Resoiute.'
Intrepid."

Norti Star."
Phoenix."
Talbot:,

manded by their Lordships to acquaint you that, on the return of the
Phonix" fron Beechev Island last year, they had the satisfhction of

hearing of the sate, arrival o Il.M. Discovery Ship " Investigator," under
the connnand of Captain 'CIare, at Banks Land, having completed the
discoverv of the N% orth-West Passage, thoughunbappily, without discovering'
traccs of Sir Johin Franklin, and tliat part of the crew had been enabled to
reachi Captain Kellett's station at Melville Island. By3 despatches wvhichl they
received from Behring Straits thcy have information that, in August I851,
Captain Collinson, in I.M. Discovery Ship "Enterprize," passed the
entrance of tc Colville River; and t1eir Lordships trust, by the reports
hi nay have obtained fromn the natives of Prince Albcrt's Land, as well as
from the records deposited by Captain M'Clure on bis passage along that
shore, tlat he m1ay also have been enabled to rcach some harbour on Banks
Land, fron whencc le has made known his position either to Captain
M'Clure or Captain Kellett.

Tieir Lordships have desired me to direct your special attention to the
neasures they now require to bc adopted for at once withdrawing, if possible,
the whole of the force now employed in the search of Sir J. Franklin, from
the Polar Seas ; for efïecting this object they refrain from issuing any positive
instructions how vou arc to act, or what steps you arc to take, as thcy arc
aware vou imust be entirely guided by the position of the ships, and those
varving circumstances wlich in that region nust influence your operations;
but their Lordships' views may be stated gcnerally as fbllows:-

1. If the crews of the " Enterprize" andI " Investigator" arc ai. Banks
Land, they must abandon their slips, and cvery endeavour sbould bc made
to gcet them to Beehev Island, that they may return to England. If this
lias alreadv been effcted, and Captain Kellett, with his ships, las returned
froii Melville Island, you are inunediately to proceed to iEngland vith the
whole of the ships and their crews, abandoning all further search for tic
missing expedition, unless any circumstances (ou consultation with the senior
oflicers of H-l.M ships) should induce von to believe that your rernaining
ouit aniother vear would tend to clear up the tte of our missing countrymen.
But if Captain Kellett bas been unable to move froi lis position at Melville
Island, it miay be necessary to give orders to him to abandon the "Resolute"
and " Intiepid," and secur'e his retreat to Beechey Island ; but as this cannot
be accomnplished this year, you need not detain any officers or men who nay
have already reached Beechey Island, but send thcm to England forthwith.

2. Should no tidings have been hcard of Captain Collinson in H.M.S.
"Enterprize," it becones absolutcly necessary to provide for his safety.
For this purpose the Melville LIsland depôt nust be replenished with provi-
sions and stores, and it will be necessary for a ship and steam tender to
remain there; also the " North Star," or " Tailbot," with a tender, at Beechey
Island, aind at those stations every thing w'hich can add to the health and
comfort of the crews should be deposited ; and, having done this, it docs not
appear to their Lordships to be necessary that any of the other ships should
remain another year in the Polar Sea, unless, as before stated, you consider
further search to be prudent and necessary.

These are tie views of their Lordships; their great object being to recall,
with the least possible delay, thc vhole of the ships, or crews, named in the
margin, if it can be donc; if not possible to do so, thcy leave it to your
judgment and discretion, to send home such of them as nay not be required,
and to adopt those measures which you consider most necessary to ensure
the safety of Captain Collinson and bis crew, and their speedy return to
Engoland; this their Lordships are aware must depend on the information
you nay have received fron Melville Island, the position of the respective
ships under your orders, the state of the depôts, &c. ; all their Lordships
can do is to confide in your judgnent, and they authorize you to take such
steps, and give such orders, and to make such cxchauges of ollicers and
men, as you may decim necessary for carrying their wishes into effect.

They trust, howcver, Captain Collinson is safe; and if so, it will be a
source of much satisfaction to them, if during the approaching autunm the
whole of your ships and crews shall arrive in England.

On the return of any of the ships to England from Beechey Island, it is
desirable that the coast to the southward of Ponds Bay, namely,. from the
River Clyde towards Cape Walsingham, should be examined, and you are,


