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aid tlhc conduct of public afflirs, if subjected te ignonmv and reproach, witlout vin
dication by the representatives of the people, wioe higlhest interests l the Kings
Councds thev have unîdertaken to serve.

It is therefore nith pain vour Conmuittee notice, in the conclhsion of his Exccllency's
reply to the late Couueil [hereto appendcd, marked (B.)], the discreditable alternative offered
thein. It appears front Mr. R. Baldwin's letter, that when he and ]iis colleagues accepted
the invitation to join the Executie Couincti, tlheir politicni principles were made known,
and very futlly explained to Sir Francis Ilead ; and w hen jointly wmating upon hlim more
fornaily, to reccive a united invitation, it appears lie accepted their services witl the
avowed retention of the opinions they had hitherto publicly entertained and acted on, even
declaring wNitli great apparent frankne.s and magnaumity, that their seats in the Council
would afford theim a better opportunity of conficleitially presentimg and urging their views.
With such a latitude profe«sedly gn en theni, it becaie their duty, lu the opinion of yont
Cominttee, upon asuming tleir oilice, to adi ise hiz Excellency upon the affiirs of the
province, and, in their opinion, as to the constitutional manner i which it unght be bei
ada'inisteied, in the terinus of tleir oath, I fur the rood of the King and this province, and
for the peace, let, and tranquihity of the samue.' bucli is the substance of Mr. Baldwin's
manly and honourable letter.

Aiinimated nith these loval and patriotic feelings, and conversanit vith the condition and

expectation of the country, it appears they joined i the representation, dated the .ith of
Marclh 1830 [hereto appended, imarked (A.)], cmbodyig their united views im a manner
unrescrved, candid, and rewpectful.

To this reprecentation Sir F. Ilead sent a reply, aiso hereto appended [marked (B.)],
concluding with the followî words: "The Lieutrnant-Govemor assures the Councîl,
that his e¢stimation of their t;lents and integnty, as well as his personail egard for theim,
remain uns-haken, and that he is nlot inseinsible of the diflicultie to whieh he will he
exposed, should they decm it necessary to le-ave hiim. At the sne time, shoild they be of
opion that the oath they have takei requires tiei to retire froin his confidence, rather

thain froi the princip/es they have avoned, lie eg that, on his account, they will not for a
moment hesîtate to do so."

IL appears to your Coiimittec that, hone% er sensible the Council might he to the honour
of bcwîg confidential advisers of the King and his reprewntative lu t his province, and
houeNer auxious to avert the embarrassments his Exceileciiey iuttly apprehended, yet
hann entered Iis Maje:ty's service with kniown principles, ind a a duty cominmunicated
thei oflicially, they could *net honourably retie froin these principlcg, to whicl, as tlcir
represeitatioi testiied, they properlv attaclied so mnuch importance and truth. llence,
upon this delicate subject Mr. Bald~win nobly observes [Sec his Letter in the Appendix,
marked (C.)]:

"l 1aingr, in the represcntation alluded to, but reiterated in a more formal manner, mu
con *junction with ny colleaues, inder the sanction of the oath (which I had in the mean
tilue taken), teu salue piiiciples and opinions which bis Excellency knev me to entertan

prleous to lis lonourmîîg ie mith a seat ini his Council, lowevr desirous 1 might be of
aloin mv best support t> his Excelleicy's government, or of not hasîîly abandoning the
importan~t duties of my situation, which had been most unwhnIlinly assuned, i could not
for a moment hiesitate vhcn the alternative p)resented to me was the abandonment elthier of
my principles or my place."

Xour Cormnittee cannot hesitate to renark, that this proposition of Sir Francis H ead, in

the secret Conncl Chamber, to retain then in his service if they vould retire from their

principles, was highilv objectionabIle, derogatory te the lionour of the King, and denio-
ralizing to the coninîumity.

Anong the crimnating views urged by his ExcelIeiicy agamist the late Council, since

the date of tlie corcspondcnce, vil be found a coimplaint agaiist their concliiding prayer,
as follows, "that shoild such a course not be decined wisc or admissible by the Lieu-
tenant-Governor, the Conncl nost respectfully pray that they mnay be allowed to dis-

abuse the publie froin a misapprehension of the nature and extent of the duties confided
to thei."

This request nmight, in the opinion of your Conunittee, have been answered by a fianîk

avowal of the alleged intention, " after a few moments more afforded for refiection," to
consult theim to such an exteit as to render their prayer " practically uscless ;" but being
in the strange iisapprelhension of lis Excellency I sworn to be dunmb," and therefore kept

by Ini relgiously mute, from gvng him any advice, the late Councîl appear to your
Committee to have had biefoie then only two courses, viz. Cither to obtain a more
cordial and constitutional intercourse with lis Excellency, or discreditably to keep up the
prevailing publie deception rcspectinîg their duties. If the Couîncil would have recanted,
and kept the great seci et ; viz., that there were no secrets--they might, as the reply shows,
Lave disionourably retaned lis Excellency's confidence.

But for wliat lonest purpose could it be desired not to undeceive the public, %%ho had so

long, under a iisapprehenîsion of the nature and duties of tic Council, directed their

reproach agamust themn as the presunied concurrent advisers of misgovermnent ? If it is

irrong titthe Counîcil should -advise upon the " affairs of the provine," is it right falsely
to m'ake the people ascrbe to thei such duties ? Wns it criminal, as is pretended, for

thei to ask lease to coiniicate to the public, not any particular matter, or their advice

iipoi it, but iiere!v to correct a publie misapprehension of the nature and extent of the

duties confided to thent Was itlgenerous or just for his Excellency, untier the pretence
of


