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týYenty miles long and Sour wide. The shells occur in thrëe
places as you cross it, and again, 011 two contignous, bills te
the east of itq at the distance of four milès..'Tliey do not covc
the sui-face merely. They form, a cornstitile'nt part ôf the -billy
or plains in which they are fotindé, Wherever the earth hà&

been washed so as to oduce deep gutters, tbey are seen iif
greatest abitndance. ýor are they petrifactions, such as are

found in rocks. They haee the same appearance as commow
oyster-sliells; they lie loose on the "rth, ànd thus indiéâte a
comparatively recent origin, Tbey occur three bandredmilew
north-east of Natchez, and but sixty, miles south of the Divid-t
ing Ridge.

If the country north of Natch* î q alluvial, no one will doubt
it is so from, this place to the GitIf of -1ý1exico. At Batow

Rouge, one hundred'and fort miles nortf) of New Orleans, M,-from the G If. be'm.uet'tlie lirst elevated land in apbcend*ing U
hanks of the Mississippi are higýer than ifie intérior,,and would'

be annually overffowe ýy lie river, but-- for a narrow embankffl*
ment of «earth about ix feet high, ýcè1led the LeveeO By'
ineans of this, a narrow strip, of -land,* from balf a mile to a

i;ffle in width, is re(leemed,,-rtnd cultiveated with côtton and tbè
suý.rar-caiie, to th' great advantaire of the planter. C'néràlly,

witliin one mile from the river, there is-an impenetrable m rass'w
The country heis every where the appearance of àti origin

coniparatively recent. Not a rock on wbieh yon caw stand,
and no mountain to gladifen the eye, -you seem to bave lefb
the older parts of creation to witnessthe encroachments which
the earth is continually making mpon - the empire of the séa.;*
and, on arriving at, the mouth of the Missis you find the,A tive operation, prâueing withgrand instruments of nattire in ar
slow, but certain gradations, the sanie results.

A destructive Inqect.
But 1 will not enlarge on a fact already familiat, 1 wili ïsk

your further indul&ence only, wli'le 1 cominunicate au authen-
tic and curieus fact for the infoi-mation of the zo ÏC

Vfi' ilesr
In the Choctaw country, one liundred and M

north-eaý;t of Nateliez, a part of the publie road -is rendered
famous on-wcount of the period-ical return of a poisonous and

destructiv-e'ý-fi'v, Contraryto-the rustorn other insects, it
al-ways appeaýs when the cold weather commences in Decem--
ber, aind as invariablydisappears on the approach of warin'

weather, which is about the Ist of April. It is içaid 'to bave'
been remarked first in the winter of 1807, during a snow--

storin; when its effects tipon caffle ftitd.-horses were observed
to be. similar to those of ý the giiat-aiid,,mnsqueto, in summerr


