
4 LOWER. .CAN4DA:-CORRESPONDENCE RESPECTING

Correspondence Your Comnittee hive, noreover,, to express their surprise, that the inferior officers of the
respecting court of quarter sessions at Three Rivers, since the.accession of.Mr..Chisholie to office, have

Mr.'Chisholme. acted the.part'of spies and informers, and that they have thus .secretly, and without any
responsibility on their part, caused rnany innocent persons to be wrongfully accused.

It also appears that, for some years past, and particularly for the last five years, indict-
ment's for. assault andbattery have, in almost all instances, contained a count for an assault
and battery with an intent to murder, and that, previously, indictients containing such
a count were of.very.rare occurrence.

>This circuinstaicegiving necessarily reason to. suppose that the brawls and disputes
which have occurred of latter years, in .the, district of Three Rivers, have been nearly ail
marked witlh a degree of ferocity, which the intent to commit the atrocious crime of murder
must súppose, could. iot but particularly arrest the attention of your.Committee. Unlesq
otierwise explaired, sucli a circumstance would induce your HonourablekJouse, and the pro-
vince in general, to come te the conclusion, that the mild and peaceable habits which happily
form the character pf the inhabitants of Lower Canada, and of the district of Three Rivers in
particular, have, in that district, alnost instautaneously been changed forthe worse, to the
alarming dcgree that, with few exceptions, every quarrel,generally of such petty conseq uence
in the othier sections of the province, lias been there, for several years past, attended with
violence and a thirst for blood.

Your Committee, however, after.examining the depositions upon which the indictments
which have been laid before the grand jury have been framed, and the otier documents
produced to your Conmittee, see nothing to autelrize the supposition, that the broils whicl
have arisenl in the district of Three Rivers are at ail different from those whicl occur else-
where in the province.

Your Conmittee beg to rèfer, in this respect, to that part of tic testimony of Mr. Chisholme
in which lie owns, that many depositions viich lice has produced contaim nothing to render
him justifiable in having franed therm.on indictments for assault and battery with an intent
to riuurder. It is proper to renark to your Honourable House, tlhat Mr. Chisholme has
given, as hisjustification for having donc so, that, independent of the fhcts as stated in
these depositions, lie probably received verbal information upon which lie franed such
indictmeits.

Your Comnimittee refer also your Honourable House to the evidence of the Attorney-
gencral of the province, and of sucli of the clerks of the peace who were examnined on the
subject. They declare tlat they would not consider tlienselvesjustifiable in framning indict-
inents fur assault and battery with an intent to murder, on depositions complaining of
a simple assault aind battexy, or on verbal information of facts not stated in depositions sub-
mintted to then.

Your Comnrnittce find tiat niany of the depositions produced by Mr. Chisholme contain
the assertion, that the Lives of the persois wlo made theni were in danger, althoughi the facts
stated in the depositions authorise, in very few of the cases, such assertions. To explain
this circuinistance, itsutflces perhaps te renark, that the greater part of these persons did not
understand the ligtage in tich the depositions arc vritten, Mr. Chisholie not bcinig
sußicicintly acqu-inted with the French language to prepare in tliat, the depositions wlici lie
is in the habit of receiving.

In the ive years whîici preceded the year 1831, there were only five indictments iii ail
for assault and battery with an intent to murder, while your Coîmittee find that, of 89
indictmtents submitted to the grand jury for the last five years, 84 have contained the count
that tie offence has been committed witli the intent to nunrder. Of this nunber but six per-
sons have been found guilty of the crime as laid in the iiidictment.

Many of the persons accuscd have not takcn their trial vleni the ilrdictment has been
reduced by the finding of the grand jury te simple assault. The reason given by Mr.
Chisholnie is, that in these cases he does not procced to trial uniless his fees on the procecdin«s,
subsequent to the finding of the bills, are assured to him by the private prosecutor; and lîe
added, that iiinany cases the latter haid paid himn such fees. YourCommittee having directed
him to lay before tiiemu a list of such cases; he undertook ço to do. This order not being com-
plied with, your Comnittee were uiider the necessity of directing hin to cone down from
Thrce Rivers a second tine. Mr. Chisholme, on his second examination, stated that lie-
could not produce the list denanded, because lie was never paid any fees by the private pro-
secutor. Being asked how' he explained the contradiction between this staterment and 11i
remarks on the former occasion, hie was not able te do so in a satisfactory imannier, and has-
thus, in the opinion of your Conimittee, been guilty of a ianifest contradiction, and of
a wilful misrepresetitation of facts.

Your Comnnittee have also found that, up to the year 1829, indictients for assault and
battery, and proceedings thereon, formed part of the sentence pronounced against defendants
wlien found guilty. A period was put to this practice by decisions of the court of King's
Dench, condenmiini the clerk of tie peace and the other officers of the court of quarter
sessions to pay bac tlese costs. It is this circuistance which, in the opinion of your Com-
maittee, explais the progressive decrease, from that tinte, of the indictients for assault and
battery, for which the clerk of the peace ias been since paid by the private prosecutor, and
thle progessive increase of indictiments for assault and battery with an intent to murder, on
whiich tIle clerk of the pence is paid by Government.

On aci indictment for a crime other than simple assault, the clerk of the peace receives
os. Bd. fron Govertinient, and 13s. 4d. rnore when the trial takes place, besides fees on
subpomas and bencli warrants. This circuistance forms the explanation of the whole sys-
tem whiclh hias been acted upon by Mr. Chisholie since his accession te ofice. ie has, in

the


