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h~ Ughter Vein~
(E.adh inontb we give a ,prite of a book for the best original joke or

story. Who wil be the prize-winncrs next month?)

Tii. PMIe~s
The prize of&red for the best, story

for this departmelit îgoca this montix

to Dick Acton, Cultberland, B. C.,
f or the followiig &t~ory., Evidfly it
is told ii the young boy'&. own words.
One of fheaims of tis monthly coin-
petition 15 to deielop îin boys,,and
girls power to tell stories vel. Very
few can do this, although the art is
one to - é ,desired. het -etiediesa to
say that huinor and co*tseness are
tot the sarne thing. The merit lies
in the telliflg quite as mnuch 'as in ftic
story. The instaliment this month is
not as good as it should be. Who
wilI win the prize next month?

MSeco!MHaCd#hlreé
A littie girl aslced hier father what

it meant when you said a Person had
adopted a certain child. Her father
told bier that it meant that the person
had bought the child second hand.
Her brother said why bis parents
didn't buy him in the 014 Country
was because they didn't vant to have

* to pay duty on him. 1 know the littie
girl and boy, and the father too.

Osait Turkeys.
A story is told of a Winnipeg com-1

mission nierchant Who is an ex-
tremely "close buyer." When he re-.
cives a consignninent, be neyer fails
to claim an allowancc for something
alteged to have 9poiled on the way.
This habit is well known to the -trade
and bas led to many complaints from
shippers, but the merchant had ai-
ways managçd -4 corne ouft on top.
Durincr Thanksgiving wéek, as the
story goes, he received several bar-
rels of fat, dressed turkeys from a
poultryman in the Northwest. Here-
tofore he bad deait exclusivcly in
live fowls, and probably tbe corre-
spondence clerk got things rnixed. At
any raee shipptr Was astoniished

torkîe a letter b)y return mail,
running as follows: "Dear Sir: We
regret to advise you tbat four of the
ttirkeys in your coangigninent of No-
vemiber reached bere dead. Please
inake deduction for same and correct
amount. Yours truly." The poultry-
muan communed with hinxself and re-
plied thus: "Dear Sir: 1 arn sorry to
say I flnd it impossible to make con-
cession requested. I have established
a rule requiring ahl customers who
desire live dressed turkeys to notify

us in advance, so we can send them
feathers and insides are liable to
catch cold if shipped in the ordinary
inanner. The rnortality among
dressed turkeys was very large this
year. Yours mournfully."

The NMght Was Wet.
A trandon young man went one

evening to visit his fiancee.. and get-
ting interested in conversation, stay-
ed rather long.

When hé prepared to depart he
found to bis discomfort that it was
raining heavily. After mucix persua-
sion she prevailed upon bim to stay
the night.

All at once he was missed, and bis
friends wonderinzly awaited bis re-
tuirn. An hour later he reappeared,
breathless. He had been -home for
his nightsbirt!

A Homoeopathlc Cure. -

-A oysician anid bis friend were
standing on the street corner of a
Virginia town /where they were
spending a few days, says Sbort
Stories. Their attention was axiwS-
ingly arrested by tbe sight of an old
darky belaborin«.he fiankcs of a mule
in a vain persuasion to make him

move on. At last the doetèr.*as ap-,
pealed to.1

"Say. boss, lI give yo' five- dol-
Iahs cf yo'li make dis hyer mule go."

With a sly wink, , the' physician
opened bis case and took qut hie
hyç<odernic syringe, filed the needle
iwith an acid, and -set * ht -itô the'
hind quarters of the mule. The cf-fect waa xnagical. With a wild iglunge'
the mtýle vent tearîtg down thé-àstreet, with7the darky afiter hina> the,
bystanders roaring with lau gliter.
siort time afterward the dark~,nt
covcred and panting, a pproaithed
again.

"Say, boss, how much vas de vuff
of dat stuf yo' donc squht lu '-dat
mule?"

"O-f£h,"- laMidte --doctor- "uabout-tU4
cents.»

Down vent the darkys hands in
bis jean pockets. -He fished out two
dimes.

"Hyah, boss, arn twenty cente . i
wish y 'd squht twice as muchpf , dat.
stuif into nie, 'case I'se bound 'to
catch dat mule."

An Ifter.sted Llt.pw.
At 'a, diqàer Party. not long agt) a,,

certain Young gentleman (au e thusi-
ategolfer) started ln withthï sheil- -

fisix to caumerate to bis partner the
dttails of a mak.h that ,;hp, bad b*en
playing that day.

It was. not until. the pudding was
brought on that hie suddenly be-
thonght hitntff that heý fl'bVM~wr-ý
ing ail the talking. Iaudeed, -the:yomig
lady had net said a single r
iug he entire pro esilt~wa was imaIh

teresteçi in ,~~jc;~r1*
but still possible.

i arn afraid tlat I1l4awc -he 5çing you with thij tàlk' bf eb e"
said in haîf apology.

"cOh, no, net at al, " vas the polite
response. ."Only, wiat is golf?"#

WtI, Moral Effoot.
Frederic Retftigton recextly met a

younçr Englishman wbo fs travrelling
in this country and is flot averse to
acqurng information. The subjevt

0fbucking broncos came up, and,,the
Eniglishan said:

"I've rcad that in riding thrsse wild
horses of yours the main tbrng ià te
keèp cool. Has a good moral effect,
on the- beasts, I've been told. i5 It
truc that your riders -sometimes rol
a cigarette and light "and smoke it
vixile riding a vicious bucker?"

"Oh, that's an ordinary occur-
rence," replied Mr. Remington aiy
"But vixen 1 was in the West f-,a
cowboy wislhed to subdue a pirticui-
larly dangerots animal lie would
mount hlm with a razor, brusix,
hand-mirror and so forth, and, wbile
the creature reared and kicked, the
man would proceed calmly te shave.
That's when you get your fine moral
effect."

Queen IVIctoria and the Silver
Basket.

Thc Honorable Beverly Tucker,
Minister *o the Court of St. James,
was better Iiked by- Queen Victoria,
and -upon more intimate ternis vitix
bier than any otbcr Amnerican. Mr.1
Tucker's reputation was well known
as one who neyer renienbered te pay
a bill if he could forget it. To pro-
vide a proper receptacle for a gift of
American apples which bie wisbed te
present te Her Majesty and stili be
consistent with bis principles. lie per-
suiaded the leading jeweler of London
to lend him a beautiful silver basket,
on the strengtb of the advertisement
it woiild be te bim. The basket did
not corne back fromn the Otteen, and
the jeweler began te prqd Mr. Tueker
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