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ELEOTRICITY AND GASOLINE EXPLOSIVES.

ýur issue of April 2Oth we printed a paper read bie-
Insurance Institute of Britishi Columbia by Mr. R.

.bel, insurance inspector of Hl. Bell-Irving & Com-
"Insurance Hazard of Gasoline and Gasoline De-

which lias occasioned considerable comment.
ýonniection witli this an inquiry lias arisen from a
-egarding static electricity wlien fillincy tanks, es-
motor cars, with gasolinie. This lias been the cause

eply thereto, Mr. Abel reports as follows:
e tire danger inherent in static electricity is present
m -a chamois skin is used as a hining for the funnel,

gests itself because of the
le but to retain water.
i gasoline runs througl a

static clectricity is me-
r)rd lias generatcd a spark
?Lnk. It lias been demon-
ýk is generated oniy wlien
tout making contact witli

it is

DMR. JOHN H. P>OFP WILL GO TO SOUTH AMBRICA.
Mr. John H. Polf, who lias been for the past ten years

the British Columbia manager of the Sun Life Assurance
Company, lias accepted the management for the same com-
pany in the United States of Columbia and will leave on
September lst for the southern republic. It is ifficuit; to
express'the regret whicli the life underwriters and the hosts
of friendswhich Mr. Poif lias made during lis stay in Brit-
ishi Columbia in leaving his work in this province.. A mani
of delightful and genial personality and always a elean
'figliter, lis going will leave a wide gap not only among the
life underwriters in the province but aiso amnong the large
number of lis friends, particularly in the city of Vancouver.

Mr. Poif is succeeded by Mr. H. O. Leachi, a liead office
officiai who was until lie entered the services of the Sun Life,
Vice-President of A. M. Best & Company, insurance report-
ers of N',ew York City. Whule Mr. Leachi will lave a difficuit
part to perform in fluing the place so long occupied by Mr.
Polf, the best wishes of the life men are cordially extended
to, him.

.BANQUET TO MR. J. P. MacLAURIN.
Mr. J. P. MacLaurin, special agent for British Columbia

and Alberta of the Sun Insurance Office and who lias just
been appointed to the position of Secretary of tlie Imperial
Uinderwriters' Corporation witl lead office at Toronto, was
tendered a banquet by the Ancient and Honourable Order
of tlie Blue Goose, of which Mr. MacLaurin is a nober gander,
at the H-udson's Bay private dining room on Wednesday,
July 3rd. The banquet, whicl was attended by about forty
of the lire underwriters of Vancouver took on mndli the
nature of a love feast in whicli those present expressed higli
appreciation of the value of Mr. MacLaurin and feiicitated
him on lis elevation to so important a position in the tire
insurance business of Canada and at the saine time felicitated
tlemselves upon one of their number, a truc British Coium-
bian, educated in the British Columbia field, bcing called to
take an important place in the fire undcrwriting field of
Canada. As a token of esteem and remembrance Mr. Mac-
Laurin was presented witli a silver match box witl the cml-
bleui of the Bine Goose cngraved thereon.. The hope was
generally cxpressed that Mr. Macbaurin would not be long


