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pressure to set thiat they open easily, and where neccessary
apply lubricants. (6) Make actual tests oýf fire pumnps,
through several fines of hose, wo-rkinig pumips to ful capa-
city. The Association again urges the -adoption of the dry
pipe sprinkler systemn for the protection of uinhcated build-
ings.

The Montreal Harbor Comimissioners have passerd a
resolution in favor of constructinig a powerfuil lire tug for
the protection of the water front property from fire. It is
likely that the tug "St Pierre" will bc equipped temporarily
for this purpose.

In Parliament, on NMonday last, Mr. Rosamiond p)resenltcd
a bill respecting the O)ttawa Fire Insurance Company, whicb,
he said, desired authority to increase its capital to meet the
difficulties arising out of the recent fire at Toronto. We
bave not yet seen the provisions of tht bull.

The thirty-cigbith annuial mieeting of the National l3oard
of Fire Undcrwýritc1rs Lif the United States was bield last
wetk in New Yuk. It 01,t o Friday. Fifty-eigbt coin-
panieg were rep)resented. Tht meietinig choýse Joh'n Hl. Wash-
burn president, to succeed Hienry H. Hall.

The total value of propcrty lost by the Toronto con-
flagratiun of igth April, recportud at tht office of the gencral
commiiittet of li]re insurancc com iesi(" upl to noon yebter-
day was $5,279,201. TeC inIsuranIce deCClared upon thiS SI""
was $4,.384,O12. Biut it is rçasonably safc to say, etimatinig
tht individual losses of conlipanIits which this commnittet was
niot nccded to adjust, thiat at least $5,ooo,oao of ins,ýuraice bias
been rep)rcscitedl in aIjust1I1ents.

Somie thirec weeks ago, an, explosion took place in the
basemnent of Mr. Gartshore's residenice on, Eglinton Avenue,
off Yonge strect, whichi set Fire to the bouse. Investigation
showed that it was a Sichie aceýtylene gas mnachinev whîicb ex-
ploded and caused the mischief. Adjustmient of tht bss bias
been miade this wetk: thtr Royal Insurance Comipany pays a
IOsS Of $1,400 an tht building, while the Britishi America
pays $85o on contents. It will now be in ordier for iMr.
Frederick L. H. Simis to explain how one of his nonl-
explosive mnachinles camle to explode, for lie bias declared that
it was immnaculate, infallible, and any other terni that would
indicate perfection.

That grea-t problemi of thetlire insurance business-how
tu reduce tht expense ratio, seemas to be as far remnoved
fralu solution as ever. A few weeks ago managers appeared
ta bt of the unanimous opinion that a reduetion in commis-
sions miust be made. At the meeting of the Union it was
decided that redtictions should bc made ini the excepted cities
if non-union coftpanies wauld co-operate. But last week's
meeting of tht New York Fîre Insurance Exchange bas made
it doubtful whetber anything will be done. The meeting
was to take action on a resolution ta reduce braIsers' com-
mission to 5 per cent. upon surplus line risks, ici per cent.
on ordiniary mercantile and special hazarda, and 20 per cent.
upon preferred risks. Kriowing that such action was to bt
taken, brokers had been busy before the meeting uaing ail
the influence at their disposai to indgce piembers of tht ex-
change ta vote against the resolution. It is stated that somne
of thema went so far as ta threaten to boycott campanies
friendly ta the proposed reductiona-The Investigator.

We are informied by Mr. Matthew C. Hinshaw, Canadian
.manager o! tht Atlas Insurance Company, who was in Tor-
Onto On Wednesday, that a provisional agreement hias been
etntered inta for the transfer of the business of the Mani-
chsater, Assurance Conmpany, o! Manchester, England, ta, the
Ata Assurance Conmpany, Limited, of Londo>n. The New

YokJora o! Commerce learns by cable that tht ternis
of the tlas-Machester deal are as follows: The Atlas As-

.surnceCompny as subscribed capital of £R!aoo,ooo in
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ditional capital o! £ î,oooaoo is issued by tht Atlas, 12 per
cent, paid up, which gots to the Manchester sharebolders.
Mr. James Bloomer bas been tht esteemed manager of the
Manchester Assurance Company here ever since it begal,
business in Canada in i890.

LIFE ASSURANCE MATTERS.

eTht general manager of tht Canada Life, Mr. E. W. Co,ç,
bas gone ta, England, intending to be away about ten weeks,
and bis trip is stated ta, be a purely business ont. Tht Cani-
ada Life bias no less than twenty-six established branches in
Great Britain and Irtland, and bas been !orging abead rapidly
in the Motherland. Tht business written during the first

,quIarter Of 1904 is mutch larger than in the samne period hast
ytar.

Tht granting af nine, fourteen, or nineteen-payment linli-
tics oif assurance is tht subject o! much controversy on the
other side o! the line. From a theoretical point of vitw, a
nine, fourteen, or nineteen-payment life policy tan be granted,
and the adequate prenium determined just as easily and as
accu rately as ten, flfteen and twenty-payment poilicies and
preiniinsm. But wby have these odd paymnent policies been
ititrodtuced? In our opinion, tbey are simrply aids ta twis;ting.
A persan, wbo bias paid a year's premîumin under a twenty pay-
ment life policy is approacbied by the agent o! an opposition
Company, and ia tiffered a nineteetn-payixient hife policy at biis
advanced age at about tht sanie premiumn as hie bas been pay-
ing, and he is told that lie will loac notbing. In somne cases
tht 'twister" will be successful; but it stands ta, reason that
tht piohicybiolfier is nat receiving as goad goods as hc gave up,
for thte s;imple reason that any comipany wbich charges the
samne rate for a intiteen-paynient life policy at an advanced
age, that othier companies charge for a twenty-payment hife
pohlicy, is doing business below standard rates, and tht policy-
holders generally mnust suifer thereby. It is not only a theap
bargain plan, but ot of those nasty tr icks which tend to de-
grade and lower the syatemn o! sound hife insurance. We
know of no company attempting these methods in Canada,
and we hope we neyer shail.

An article entitled Tht Bltssings o! Matrimony, appears
in tht March issue o! tht Australasian Review, Insurance Sec-
tion. In it the writer supposes it ta be discovered that the
principal reason why niarried men on tht average outlive
their single brctbren ia because mnarricd mcin are, an the
average, mort abstemiaus ini the niatter o! alc6 bholic liquors.
Ht repeats his firm belief that the beneficial effects of mar-
niage are direct, not indirect, Thiat la to say, that bachelors
would live longer than benedicts, provided that the bachelors
chose celibacy sa that they might devote their tontinent,
rational lives ta the achievement of sane worthy abject. Hc
tells of a bathelor, wbose 11f e was in tht main exeznplary.
Ht was an abstaisier froni birth, a nan-suioker, a nioderate
tater, was morally above reproach, was fired wlth a noble
ambition, was clever, but bad a pour idea a! taking tare of
bis constitution. Ht would work at bis ealling as a printer
till ten o'clock at night, would then walk thrdsigb tht rain ta
bis lodgings withaut ovtrcoat or unibrella, ta sit down in bis
wtt clothes and studyr till thrce in tht niorning. That faolish
1.chever man" died at thirty years of agt, literally, for want
of a wift ta make hini taIse tare 0f bis exceptiorially valuable


