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uterus, with thatnervous power
which it requires during labor."

ecqucntlv, there is no evidence sal belief which prevails upon the subject. And when we con.
to show that the uierns recdives aider that the authors already quoted, rank amongst the most
any supply of ncrves which cai celebrated anatoiists and the niost accurate observera, we cari-
be supposed to especially influ- not avoid asking the question, have they overlookcd these strue.
ence or preside over gestation. turcs described by Dr. Lee ? or have they seen therm, and net

The sources af the nerves The uterus is supplied from bclicvcd them to be nerves ? Hud it been one or two small
supplying the uterus.-The the hypogastric pkxus, which branches of nerves, or une or two small ganglia, we might have
nerves are derived fromi Ile hy. plexus is a continuation from considered they had been overlooke'd, and were row brought to
pngastric plexus, and branches the superior aortic plexus, and light by 4 ur improved methods of dissecting. But'it excceds the
fromn tUe sacral nerves. - conosists of gelatinos nervous possibility of belief, to suppsc that John IHunter, William Hunier,

fibres, partially. derived fruomîî Tiedenann, Lobstein, and Osiander, should have carefully dis.
the ganglia in tle aortic plexus, sected the gravid uterus, and not discovered structures which
and tubqlar nervous fhies, dc- i cover -the whole anterior and posterior surface of the uterus;
rived fromn the luinar spinal which pass up the sides of the organ as large broad nerves, and,
nerves. The branches fron the which forn large ganglia, more than- two lines in thickness. We
sacral nerves are not supplicd arc, then, forced to the coniclusiun, that they miust have seen these
to the uterus, but are destribut- structures, but did not consider them nerves. Dr. Lee describes
cd to the bladder, vaginp, per. them as " prcscnting the appearanec of a layer of dense structure,
inzeum,.and sone to tite luwer cemposcd of fibres strongly interlaced together, and having a
part of Ile rectum. j yelloxvish-brown color ;" " as a dense, reddish.brown colorcd

The entargement of the The nerves of the gravid mass, consistng of fibres firmly interlaced together," as " thick
terves during pregnancy..,-As uterus ale of the saine size as and solid, and consisting of a yellowish-brown substance." And,

the variour subperitonaeal gan- those of the uninipi egnated uter- I would ask, what anatomists of the present day will have th
glia and plexuses do nut exist, or us, and, consegur-ntly, cither hardihood to afBrm, that tissues having these characters arc ner.
but, very imperfectly, in the no increase has taken phlae vous structures ! But we night still have been left in uncer.
unimprecgnated uterus, the en- during pregnancy, or no de. tainty and doubi, had not Lobstein especially pointed out these
largement which is supposed crease has <>ccurred after par. stinctures, and cautioned Unatoîists fron falling into the error
tu take place must lie very turition. of supposing them to be nerves. After mientioning the examina.
great indeed, and equal to that The nerves of the virgin- tion of two gravid uteri whici he performed, he observes, (Addi.
of the other structures. This uterus are of the àamc size as lamenta, p. 169,) " On this occasion, I am led to observe, that
enlargement lias been consider. those of hIe gravid uterus, and, when the.external tunic of the uterus is taken away, there occurs
cd by John Hunter to be " pro. conscquently, they do not en- many fibres which decussate in va'rious ways with themselves,
bably fifty limes.". Aho, the large during pregnancy, nor do and are united by loose cellular tissue, both with each other, and
nerves " return after parturition, they undergo any change after with the denser and deeper substance of the uterus. These fibres,
to their original- condition he. parturition. of-whose growth I am ignorant, may be readily taken for the
fore concepignal tks plac". continuation of nervous branches, yet they differ from them, net

Oppoeîd to these view of Dr. Robert Lce, we have the opin.. only in their direction and greater tlickness, but aiso by the
ions of all the previous authors who have directed their attention greater flatness of thir figure. Wheresoever the nerves of the
Io this subject. - Walter, in 1783, figured the nerves of the uterus uterns arc finally distributed, it uppears certain tu me, thut they
and described them as very fine, and going to the neck of the do not interlace with each other in the substance, of the uterùs."
organ and os uteri. Haller, in 1763, gives a very similar descrip- In making these remarks, I have endeavoured tu place the
tion to iliat by Walter. Dr. William Hunter, in 1794, to whon question upon the " commnion sense" view, and to give the oipin.
the previous descriptions ivere unsatlsfaîctory, carefully dissected ions of authors who wrote prior to the publication of Dr Le's
a fenale subject for Ilie purpose of describing the nerves. He papes. But I nay now add, the improvenments which ha.vedescribes them as the continuation of the hypogastric plexus, and taken place in microscopes and in microscopical anatomy, since
says--" They spread out i branches, lile tlhe portio dura of the the time that Lobstein wrote, enable us to determîiii, that the
sleventh pair."1 No mention Àa ruade of large nerves or gangliaJohneveuntpar." No tmento . nie ao searger or tue uanghna laye! of fibres, of the nature of wh ich he was ignorant, are, inJohn Hunter, about the saine tiie, ais speaks or' the uterine fact, a layer of organi~ muscular fibres. I ama aware, that in.
nerves bcirg vnafl. Tiedeniann, i 1822, figures the nerves, and coisequence of hasty and imperfect observations, sone difference'
describes therm as fine, suft, and slightly red,* Lobstcin, ln 1823, 6f opinion has existed betwecri micro&àopical observers upon
soys that branches of nerves are very iarely seen tu enîter'thle this subject. But 1 am also aware, that the difference bas not
substance of the uterus, cither mn the unimpregnated or 10 the been. nearly su great as some have cideavored to make it; for
gravid *tate, and mentions tha t Ue could. unt fiiid any nerves iu words and opinions have been attributed to gcntleme' whu neither
the uterus of a. womian who died twelve hours after parturition, spoke the one nor entertainied the other.
atithouîgh he carefully looked fur thmrn. In euhsequent examina. The next question at issue is the condition of the nerves duringtions, however, he was more successful. Osiander, m 1829, says, ae niex qUeon this iset cn H inter rears Thur.(I quote fron Dr. Lee's folio, " On the Anatony of the Nerves prc g y. Upon ti 5  john HunIer remarks, "The uter.
of the Uterus,") Althoughi il ls very probabe that the uterus us, in the time of pregnaiiuy, increases .in substance and size,
posssses nerves, till, hithierto, they havae been very unsatisfactorily, probably fifty times lbcyond what it naturally is ; and this increase
demonstiated, either as regards tieir inumber or their natur6. I is made up of living animal matter, which is capable of action
Myself, like others, decrived by the authority of more scientific with;u itsclf. I think we may suppose its action more than
persons, formerly stated that nerves were spread over the whole double ; for the action of every individual part of this viseus, at
of the human uterus, since I believed that more skilful anatom- this period, is much increased, even beyond its increase of size,
ist than myself lad reallyseen them ; for example, W1alter, whîo and ye. we find that the nerves of this part are not in the smallest
speaks 'an confldently. of neves whichî accompanîy the larger ar- degremca'ireased. This shows that the nerves and the brain have
teries. But, I kuow now thmat they.hava not ben scenhy others nolhing to du with the actions of the part, while the vesseis, whose

any more thän byrmyself; and I cari only assune-that the uterus uses are evident, incrbas. in proportion tothe mercased size; if
as an irritable organ, must possess nerves. But' have not sean, same had taken place with the nerves, we should have rea-

su ebmtay d9ese pcat Ia nerves that are easiy de. esocd from anàlogy2' Dr. William Iuntertobserva, t 1 cannai
rxon.Rtihbl by thecscalpel; and stililebsa arnj large branchies." bake t'pon me ao say vhà ýcliaîge happ'ens ta the systcrn of ulcrr

It vould -be cisy to add iany imore authorities, all expressing lue nerves from utero.gestatxon, but I suspect them ta bc erdarge
theaaú1e opiniouis, but these appear ufficieiit P show tUa uriivnr 1n sonmeproportion, as tUe vesselis are.- Whilst Tiedemann states

âhat the nerves increase both in numer and magnitude during
. Dr, R obert Lee remarks- Il From' Profesor Tiédemann' woik it pregnancy. Although Tiedémann nentions this enlargement,;

misht'jstlv be inferred, tatthehumian graviduterus'ismoresparingiy yet ha is far frnm' believing hat they undergo the enormous -
saplied .vit -nerviie than any oiter'orgsu in the body.2 Dr Lee lias meredse- which Dr.' Lee mentions, or thEt a " o-reat.aid special
also quoed all.the authorities in the firs t,part ofhis folio brnchure, re s i Dr. a n tha utcr nd apecrme
with the apparent intention, of showing how mzuch they différ fron h Ie vous system" iprings upin the gravid u r l- ome
ownview.. ., or the purpose of supj'iying'lhe uterus with thatt nervouá power
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