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ing and working ability is to be brought out. It is the business of a good
teacher to give his pupils problems to work out larger than their present
capacity, in order to expand the mind ; and Christ would have us under-
take more than we can do, in order to throw us upon Himself with strong
crying and intercession, and so teach us how His strength is made perfect
in weakness.  Missions rightly conducted are the greatest school of prayer :
they nourish that by which they are nourished ; they create a necessity
which supplies a necessity. Ina word, the most pressing demand of our
day is more responsibility for missions in order to greater importunity for
missions.

9, It would increase vastly the contributions of the churches ; and for
this reason, that it would make obligation more immediate and personal.
A financial pressure resting on a board a thousand miles away is not suffi-
cient to hift the benevolence of the local church to its proper level. Duty
is what is due ; hence the more personal a debt can be made to appear,
the more obligatory will seem to be the claim. How churches will lift
and strain their resources and tax their self-denial to build a house of
worship or to purchase a new organ! What lover of missions has not
longed for the same energy of self-sacrifice on behalf of this greatest of all
works? The secret of the earnestness in the one instance is that the
work is counted a personal obligation, and therefore since it cannot be
rlegated it is heroically donme. ILet a church have its own missionaries
who will starve unless it supports them, and there will be a possibility that
some 2t home will go hungry in order to feed a far-off workman ; but there
is little likelihood that such self-denial will be evoked where responsibility
for a missionary’s support is subdivided among several thousand Christians.
The wisdom of Sidney Smith’s saying is even more apparent than its wit :
 Benevolence is a universal instinet ; A cannot sce B in need without
desiting C to help him.” How much of the amiable well wishing and
even fervent praying for missions is of this sort, an asking God to move
others to do what we ought to do ourselves ; a pleading for the cause of
missions by those who are daily shirking the claims of missions. Never
can the resources of the Christian Church be laid under contribution till
in some way the missionery enterprise is understood to be the principal
business of the Church, and a business which cannot by any possibility be
entrusted to an ceclesiastical commission house.

3. It would vastly multiply the number and the variety of missionary
agoncies. It s quite common in these days to hear the phrase, the
* scandal of a divided Christendom.”” This condition is doubtless to be
lamented on many grounds. Nevertheless, it has unquestionably been over.
muled to the wider and more rapid propagation of the Gospel. An able
atlicle appeared in one of the numbers of this Review, showing conclu-
sively that when the unity of the Church has been most compact and abso-
lute missionary success has been the least. All that we would emphasize
bere is, that centralization tends almost always to a waste of emergy. A )



