
ing aud working ability is to bc broughit ont. It is the business of a good
teachier to, givo lis pupils problems to work out larg,,er tlari their present
e.ipacity, in order to expand thec mid ; and Christ would have us under-
tike more thar. we eau do, in. order to throw us upon HTimself witlî strongr
crying and intercession, and se teacli us biow His strengthi is made perfect
il, iweakncss. Missions riglitly conductud are the greatest sechool of prayer:
tiey nourisli that by iwhich tlicv are uourishied ; they croate a necessity
%vlîiclh supplies a noessity. In a ivord, the niost pressing demand of our
day is more respoiisibility for missions in ordcr to greater importunity for
mnissions.

9, It would increase vastly the contributions of the churches ; and for
~th is reason, that it wvould inake obligaition more imînedi:îte and personal.

Afinancial pressure restiug on a. board1 a thouQand miles away is flot suffi-
rient to 1ift the benevolence of the local churcli to its proper level. Puty
is what is due ; hence the more personal a debt can be inade to, appear,
the more obligatory ivili seemn to be the daim. flow churehes will lift
sud strain their resources ana tax their seif-denial to build a bouse of
,worship or to purchase a new organ! Vhat lover of missions bas not

onCe fo h aeeegy of self-sacrifice on beliaif of this great-est of al
works The secret of the carnestness in. the one instance is that tho
work is counted a persona] obligation, and therefore, sincu it cannot be
r-iegated it is heroically donc. Let a churcli have its own missionaries
ivho will starve iulcs it supports theni, and there -will bc a possibility tîmat
somnea home will go liungry in order to, feed a far-off workman ; but there
is littie likeliliood that sucli seif-denial will be evokezd where responsibility
for a niissionary' s support is subdivided among several thonsand Christians.
The 'wisdom of Sidney Smith's saying is even more apparent than its wit:»

Benevolence is a universal instinct ; A cannot sec B in need without
deiring C te, hclp him."' low mucli of the amiable Nvell wishing and
even fervent praying for missions is of this sort, an asking God to, move
otheirs to do wha.,t we ouglit to, do ourselves ; a pleading J'or the cause of
mnissions by those Nvhmo are daily shirking the dlaims of missions. Nover
can the resources of the Christian Chiurcli bc laid under contribution tili
in sonie way the rnissionpry enterpriso, is nnderstood to bc the principal
business of the Church, and a business ivhich cannot by any possibility bo
entrusted te an ecclesiastical commission bouse.

1. It would vastly niultiply the number aud the variety of xnissionary
agoncies. It is quite, common in theso days to liear the phrase, the
"&scandai of a divided Christendoni." This condition is doubtlma te bo
linicntcdon many grounds. Noertheless, il; lins irnquestionably been over.
ruled tc, the wider and more rapid propagation of the Gospel. An able
article appeared in one cf the numbers of this REVm.W, shiowiug conclu.-
ive.ly that when the unity cf the Church lias lcen Mnost compact and abso-

lote, missionary -uce-,s lias been the Ieast. AIl that wve ;vould emphasize
litre is, 11ai centralization tends pInmost~ always te a wasto of energy. A
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