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to collectors. Somie were lilnQst
enougli to advertise tlheria as
similes, but the majority Ieft that mnat-
ter for their custorners to find. 1Entil
within about five or six ycars agyo this
was the collector's greatest stumnbling
block, anid I thinkl more people
became disgustecl with Plîilately
tlhroughrl this cause thanl anyv other.
But by a united effort on the pârt of
our prominient Philatelists and thre
Philatelie press, we have been ridi of
this nuisance, and it lias to lie a very
çclever mnai that caàn cheat yoil %ith
counterfeit stamps these days.

Sucli is tire historv of the nrigini of
1>hilately, and is au, inuicl information
as 1t have ou band at prescrit. up1 to
the year 1870.

1f any of Mny rea(lers find auly
errors iii the above, or have arn-
ad ditional infirnmation they c.an g iVe
mie, I will conisider it a favor if they
ivili coinniuniate wvith me l--efore nx
inonth, and I -%vihl put it lu as anl
addition to this chapter before going
on with chapter IL.

I have a Cainai posteard wlih
NVas posted in St. Louis, Mo., and
arrived in Toronto ail 0O..

The «ICan-adian 1?hlatelist " is pub-
lishing a series of IlPhîilatelic liand-
boolts' quarferly, number onie or wvhicli
is already ont. This is a move in thie
riglit direction.

Every few weeks some iiewspaper
cornes out withi a ilîily ori'gial arti-
cle entitled, "Tire popularmai,
1' TIe latest f*ao(," or sQmuething of thiat
sort. Tliese articles are generah).ly
intended to give the public an idea of
whiat, stamp collecting is, but irîvariably
fail very far short of the mark. They
uistally start off with au accounit of
some enormnous collection; somnetinies
it belongs to a Spanisi -prince and
sometimes to a very ivealthy Frencli-
mari, but lie always lias every stamp
but onîe, and is willing to give hiaif lus
fortune for that precious stamp.

This is generallv about ail the prob-
able inatter ti.e article comitalis, the
remainder beiiug a badly iiiixed accouint
of shark dealers, counvierfeiters, appro-
val shieet frauds etc., et-2. It is littie
wvonder that we are sornetimas laughied
at.

IPhilately lias amnong its followers
mnany clever writers, wlio couli rnake
uip as goued a newspaper article as aniy-
one, and wvhat is wvanted is for a few
commoni-seiist articles to be written iu
a w'ay that will coiîviuice people that
we are not the lunaties they take us
for. It would do *io liarin to try the
experiment, and if it oiiîy gave folks a
better opinion of us it wvould lie a great
deal of good accomiplishied.

We iutend addîng a number of iiev
features next month, one of wvhichi will
be anr e>.chiange column. S;end in an
exchiange notice of not, more thau forty
words witit your subscription and wve
will sec thmat it is taken car;, of.


