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Alss for those by drooping sickness worn,

Who now come forth to mect the gladsoma ray,
And feel tho fragrance of the tepid torn

Round theirtorn breast and throbbing temples play;
Yet oft, as sadly thronging dreamns arise,

Awhile forgetful of their pnin and gaze,
A transient lustre lights their faded oyes,

Ando'er their cheek the tender hicctic strays.

There are tew scenes more painfully distressing,
than that which presents itself on a bright spring day
in one of those towns in the south west of England,
whither the offlicted with pulmonary disease have
heent recommended to remove, in the (alny, too often
fallacious) liope that change of air and a wmilder
clunate may arrest the progress of that disease so
fearfully prevalent in our beloved island, and the era-
dication of which has often buffled the skill of the
mast eminent medical men. Thereis a solemnity
reigning in such places which csnnot fail to impress
the heutt. The gradual disapprarance of fuces once
familiar, when littla doubt remasins that the emact-
stod frame has ut length given away; the froquent
tolling of the passing or funeral bell; the chiurch-
vard, crowded with the remains of those who have
found a grave fur {rom the homes of their childhood;
more especially the invalids to be met with at al-
most cvery step, and on whose wasting cheek the
fearful hectic flush is so prominently marked; —these
are all calculated to engender painful feelings; and
much to be piticd is that man, who can scjourn a-
midst such mementos of the evanescence ol earthly
Jjoys, without being awakened to serious reflection,

Walking in the streets of one of the towns referred
10, and struck with the solemn scene which uow for
the first time presented itself, I met an old college
®cquaintance, on whose arm was leaning a young
msn of peculiarly elegant and preposessing appess-
ance, but on whose frame it was obvious that dis-
ease was working its ravages. How touchingly des-
criptive the language of one of our most elegant
Christian poets— )

¢ Where time has rent the lordly tow’s
Auand moss entwines the arches grey,
Springs many a light and lovely flow’s
‘That leags alustre to decay.
Thas while existence wanes away,
Consumption’s fever’d cheek wiil bloom :
Aud beauty’s brightest beams will play
In mournful glory o’er the tomb.”

Dare’s Widow of Nain.

He appeared exceedinaly languid, yet very cheer-
ful. He wasintroduced by my acqueintance as a
cousin; aud,by a look which f could not « sunderstand
signiflying that I should not notice his sickly state,
3 was invited to spend the evening at their lodgings,
which Iaccepted with mingled feelings of pain and
pleasure, for our walk had exceedingly interested me
30 the youns man's stategs iHe was a member of
the University of Oxford; of an old family in the
northern country; and had been reading for honours,
with good procpect of success, when disease first
menifested itself in an alarming form.  His family
was decidedly consumptive; two sisters had fullen
victims; an only brother iu the army died in Madeira,
whither he bad gone in hopes of recovery; his motber
by the same disease, had fcand an early grave, and
a paralytic father who resided at the fumily mansion,
too enfeebled to accompany this frail prop of his
declining years, was, save bimself, the only one who
remained of a once joylul circle. He had been
atrongly urged to try a change of climate for the

~winter; and, accompaoied by bis cousin, a barrister,
and en old faithful domestic, he had tsken up his re-
sidence.at The cousin did every thing in his
powerto add to the comfort of the iavalid ; —psid
Jim the most unremitting attention, and.would, I am
sure, have made any personal sacrifice to obtain al-
Jeviation of his complaiut: but he could not be re-
garded ssliving under the influence of vital religious
principle, Though a pleasant, he was not 2 fit com-
yanion for an invalid. It is, indeed, of the utmost
smportance that such a compnnion should be a per-
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.son of decidedly sarious views; should delight to con-

vetse on those grand truths which he himselfbas re-
ceived, aud of that tand. .

% Where graves arenot, nor blights of changeful time.”

The evening was spent pleasantly, though not with
much edification; stories of by-gone years were vi-
vidly recslled. ‘The invalid joined at times in the
conversalion, to which I waa most anxious, if possi-
ble, to givo a religious turn; but every attempt to do
g0 proved fryitless; any remark of suchb a tendency
was received with the most morked repulse.  He
talked of his futurce plans and prospects—of his vx-
pected examination; of his probability of obtaining
honours. Little did he seem anare that death could
not be far distant; and thst Jong before the period
when he proposed to return to college, bis remains
would be wouldering in the sepulchre!

_Tne invalid retired—not {0 rest, for incessant
cough which no anodynes could remuve, prevented
the possibility—but for one of those long 2nd weasy
nights which, though frequently unattended with ac-
tual suffering, generally atteaded consamptive ceses.
On his depacture I asked bis cousin if be t«as at all
aware of his danger.—T'he reply was, ¢ I do uot
think he is, 1 am anxious, if possible. to conceal it
from him. The medical men in the country begged
that he might, as mucb as possibly, be kept in
darkness to his real state; that Lis mind stiould be
cheered, and that he should not be suffered to dwell
on the subject of death.” ¢ But he must be aware,”
I added, ‘¢ that his mother, brather, and sisters, died
of decline; and he cannot be ignorantthatit is wast-
iug his frame.” ¢¢ Jt might be thought so,” was
the reply, ¢ but semehow or other, the fuct does
not appear to impress him: he frequently spesks of
what he will do when he leaves college; and 1 make
it a poiat nevertocheckhim.” 1 could not but express
my regrex that he should thus be allowed to remain
in ignorance, and shauld pot be counselled as to his
danger: but my acquainlance seemed anxious to
change the subject; and I found it vain to urge any
furtlier remarks. I had no opportunity of seeing the
patient alone. I was obliged to leave avc very ear-
Iy hour the following morning: I intended to wisit
it, however, in the course of a few weeks, and I
trusted to meke such srrangements as might enable
me to have some serivus couversation, with the in-
teresting invalid, .

There is somethiag peculistly affecting in the hop-
ing even against hope, which is usually discovera-
ble in ronsumptive cases. How powerfully dees it
remiod us of the ignorancetoo often testified by the
sinner, in the certain ruin of his soul’s eternal wel-
fare, from bis indulgence in some of the lusts of the
nateral man! He fancies danger is far distant,whilst
it may beat the very door,

O:: my retura, on calling at the lodgings, I found
that,three days before, the invalid bad been removed
from his earthly trials.  His decline had been ex.
ceedingly rapid at last; much more to than his me-
dical aitendants had expected. He bad died, ¥ was
told, apparently without any severe struggle: nature
w&s too much exhausted to contcnd against the Jast
enemy; sud he gently fell asleep.

At the request of the cousin, I attended the fane-
ral. The corpse was followed by & small bsnd of
mourners—the cousin, the old domestic and myself.
I bhave seldom felt more than -on that solemn occa-
sion : for I bad then little evidence that the young
man had been brought to build his hopes of accept-
ance on the only true foundation. Amiable and es-
timuble, he yet appeared, as far as ¥ could judge, to
lack a principle of vital godliness. As remarkable
for the natural sweetness of his disposition, as for
his intellectual acquirements, he yet scemed a stran-
ger to the ‘¢ visdom which is from above;”’ and
deeply did I regret that I had not been permitted to
have some conversation with him, in the haope that
God might have blessed it. There are few objects
more pamnfully interesting than that of a young per-
son testifyirg, io an eminent degree, the vanous ami-
abilities of the natural character, which may excite
the esteern and admiration not brought under the im-
pression of vital religion. How much is that inter-
est intreased, when disease has marked the victim
as its own. I would ot undervalue the honours

check tlint lawful ambition which stimulates to the
acquirement of mental and intelledtunl rank. It is
delightful to witness energy and sctivity in youth ;
but then only will it produce unslloyed satisfaction
an the mind of the trac Chrigtinn, when it is sccom-
panied by deep religious fecling, and when every in-~
tellectual acquirement is regarded as whally value.
less when brought into competition with the soul’s
growth in grace ; snd simed at 28 n meavs whereby
th glory of God and the good of fellow creatures
may be advanced:

{ wastruly grateful to be afterwards informed thet
the young perion in question had, befure his removal,
been led to clearer views as to the plan of salvatiun,
and o an unreserved acquirscence in the Divine
will.  Life’s brief day speedily drew to a close; but
ut eventime there was light—light, not cmava.ing
from the esrthly lore, in which he was no mean scho~
lar, but from the eternal Spirit, the source of heaven
Iy wisdom. The old domestic was & man of deep
religious feeling, and hod been made acquainted with
the truth as it is in Jesus. Many had becn his ef-
forts to srouse his young master to a sense of his sal
vstion; he had been with him from his birth ; bad
ministered to the amusements of his boyhecoed ; had,
walched with anxiety the sure progress of bis disease,
Others had hoped he might recover, but hope had
never entered his bosom ; he foresaw what would be
the result, snd often bad ventured to throw in &8 word
of counsel, when it was met with apatliy, and even
with unkind rebuke. He found. bowever, that by
degrees his words were not without effect. Many
were the weary hours he watched by the invaliu’s
bed, with God’s word in bis band, eager to eatch the
favourable opportunity (o read some little portion for
the young master’s comfort. Oftes, amidst the rest-
lessness of a weary night, would he bring forward
some passage leading to patience and acquiescence
inthe Divine will. Many were the prayers he of-
fered; and they were not offered in vamn. 1t was his
satisfaction to believe that a good work was begun
in the young marfs soul ; that as the outward man
perished, the inner was renewed and strengthened,
day by day : and that the last convulsive sob of that
dear young master, as the drooping head leaned upon
bis aged bosom, was the signal of the release of the-
ransomed spirit from its worn-out tabernacle, thatit
might flee away. 3nd be ‘&t fest in the bosorn of .its
Saviour and its God. :
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MI1SSIONARY INTELLIGENCE.

SOCIZTY FOR THEZ PROPAGATION OF THE GOSPRL it
FOREIGN PARTS.®

AUSTRALTA
Esxtract from a Iefter from the Bishop of Australis.

My impression is unfeigaedly that as the support
of Goveroment is afforded to different fcrms of reli.
gion according to the election of the people, encous-
agement is thereby given to the lax and daogerous
opinion that there is iu -religion nothing that is either
certein or true. The Government virtually admits
that there is no divinely instituted form of Clurch
member-ship, or of doctrine ; otherwise, that ons
would in preference veceive its support. The eon-
sequence is that the most awful truths of Christianity,
which have been acknowledged and preserved in the
Church from the begioning, are now frequently spok-
en of ag mere gectarisn opinions to which no peco-
liar respect is due ; snd, indeed, I have been truly
shocked sometimes to fiud those truths placed on a
level, as to credibility, with the most-destructive of
the heretical opinions with which the €hurch bas had
to maint2in a contest. To referring to this subject T
speak of what is of 100 common occursence in both
these colonies; snd I am strongly impressed-with-the
conciction that this unhsppy mode of thinking is fos-
tered snd encoursged hy the-influence of those-prin-
ciples upon which our present system of public sup-
port to religion is founded. My resson for bringing
the subject under-considersticu of the-Saciety is thut-
tkey may be aware of -the -peculisr difficultien and:
dangers of our sifuation; and in.selecliog. clergymen-
for.the service.of this Church -may endeavour a8 far
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which this young man aspired 2o atteig 5 1 tvould not
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