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members, or those on active service, is

Minister of Agriculture for the Dominion,.
of investigational work in the interest of fruit
only has he made possible the rapid 1
at the Experimental Station, Kentville, but in

exp wents in  mature or-
k, Bridgetown and Falmouth. In addition to this,
Dominion Entomolgist, work of the highest value h:;
conducted under the supervision of Mr. Geo. E. Sanders at
and other parts of the Valley. Through the Federal Aid -
virtue of The A 11 ion. Act, brought about
efforts, the helpful work done by Professor Brittain
f has been possible. It is, therefore, but fitting that
this time express our appreciation of his work on our
~ We feel that in his successor we have, in the present
of Agri the H ble T. A. Crerar, one who
X ble assi ible toward the develop-
| of the fruit iudustry. i : ‘
ely for the Nova Scotia fruit grower a short crop in
ons of the Dominion made it possible for them to market
to advant: The sh of the product has, owing

meeti
this Association he made it possible for the Eﬁ:‘: gt
R ’

time a} the disposal of growers to place their fruit
mrb?‘ s before danger from severe frost in transit,
ortage ‘of cars for tation, been ded with many
“The assistance given by the Federal Departmient
the Fruit Divi: in mat “of transp has gone a
rd making possible the delivery of fruit to the Western
in good condition, which efforts re fully appreciated. £
would, we think, be well for this Association to be the leader
devising means whercby futuré crops can be disposed -of without
ative interests entering so much into the transaction.  Cer-
ly the grower should reccive reasonable profits from his in-
and the consumer has the right, under present conditions,
in his fruit without paying mure than reasonable handling
3 Growers, it scems, should have made possible the
of much more fruit co-operatively than they did, and
5 have eliminated more of the speculative interest. So long
m~wnﬁnue to- dispose of their fruit to individual buyers,
lcatinot expeet best results from their co-operative organiza-
It would seem that some action should be taken, sufficiently
revent a grower, after having become affiliated with
! association, from marketing his fruit in any other
rough such asseciation. ¢
0 to the 1900 census, the counties of Kings, Annapolis
d  Hants had 1,079,635 bearing, and 690,950 non-bearing apple
making a total of 1,770,585 trees. Outside of those counties
mn' of apple trees in Nova Scotia is placed at 684,305. The
of pears, plums, cherries and ipeaches is placed at 113,108
three counties and 87,398 trees grown in outside counties.
Aared devoted to orchards is stated to be 30,196 acres in the three
y counties and 10316 acres in the other counties of Nova
« Additiopal arcas weve planted to apples in 1911, 1912 and
,,m’ IME that time few trees have been planted and it is pro-
ble, dering losses, that the arca in apples is not much greater
in 1910 when the last ecnsus was taken. _The other
its -hn‘ve, without doupt, declined rather than increased
time,
s sufe to assume that two-thirds of our apple ‘trees are bear-
ch_means that 20,000 acres are in bearing orchard and 10,-
non-bearing. It is thought that §500.00. per acre for bear-
00 per acre for non-bearing orchard is a reasonable >
at which price the orchard areas of the three Valley
i3 worth  £12,500,000. The warchouse investment
the three-counties approximates $500,000.
are, in. Kings county, 2380 farmers who have 17,670
orchard, in Annapolis 1904 who havé 8642 acres, and in Hants
have 3874 acres, a total of 5508 farm orchards with an
% 80,196 acres. . The avernge area in orchard per above
farm is 7 1-2 acres in Kings, 4 1-2 in Avbapolis and 8 in
by Assuming $100.00 as representing the in-
t ~equipment and buildi 2 for each acre of
~which amount we think is lpw, we have in these items an
tment. of $1,767,000 in Kings v, $865,200 in Annapolis and
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is to be a
at prices much lower to the consumer than those ruling this
. This means elimination of certaip profits and it is

desirable that a fair understanding should be arrived at as to wh

borne by the grower, but his losses should not be in-
d by faulty ization, or y handling charges.

It the Nova Scotia Fruit Growers' A iation at all rey s the
« fruit interests as a whole, which I believe they do, certainly. they

are the body to deal with such w situation effectivély. = =

. We are face to face with the fact that the world is demanding
an inerease of essential food products. In so far as exportable food
products are concerned, our fruits are not considerzd an essential
and probably will not be until the war is aver afd more tonnage

available. d
Fruit ‘growers fully vealize this situation, but to neglect their

‘hards means a 1 dous loss on their 16 million dollar in-
vestment, for it is well known that neglect of the orchard during
one season may result in a decidedly limgted erop for several years.
afterwards, for, unlike annual crops, negleet of the orchard may
not manifest itself in the crop of the curpent season but rather in
future crops. It appears impossible to give much less attention
to orchards than has been given during the past two years and ex-
pect to sustain their vigour. It will be seén, therefore, that
the Valley fammer has & much larger problem on his Iwnds “than
is generally recognized, for he has in his orchards the product
of his energics covering many years, which he cannot very cons-
cientiously sacrifice, : =

Nature has assisted materially during the past two seasons in
giving moisture which has in a large measure made up for lack

« of orchard cultivition, which, owing to the demand of ether crops,

has béen negleeted. . ‘

The fact has not been realized that Valley farmers have been
producing two crops instead of one. from their farms, The
Dominion Statistics for 1970 show the value of fruit and vegetables
per farm in Kings and Annapolis to be. §226.00, the value of field
crops $290.00, as compared with Cumberland, Colchester and Pictou
where the value of froits and vegetables per farm was $32.00, and
field crops $315.00, the latter only $25.00, more per farm than the

__average of Kings and'Amnapolis. Tl i A O

The fact that we have been doing double farming indicates one
;of two things, ei}her that. we have employed more labour per farm,
or that farmé§ have worked harder. The same census shows
that $47.50, has been paid out for wages per farm in Kings “and
Annapolis as compared with $16.00, in the counties of Cumberland
Colchester and Pictou. It appears, therefore, that not only have
the Valley counties employed more help, but that they have worked
hu_'deg as well, which, I think you will all agree with me, is a fact.
It will be seen that shortage of labour is the limiting factor in the
upkeep of our orchards and the production of e:aenﬁal food crops
at the same time. It is for this Association, through a good
strong committee, to co-operate with the County Farmers® Associa-
tion to help solve this problem. The shortage can only in part
be relieved, but all female help not required in the home, and all
boys able to worky even though they ednnot give most efficient
service, must be fused . Co-operation in communities to make the
best use of machinery and thus release certain man help must be
considered. 3
In ion with the probl of labour, there are matters
which, as time goes o'n, will more and more demand our atten-
tion. It has been seen that we employ more help on our farms
than is employed on farms in other parts of the Province Much

- of tfiis help, however, is temporary, but in addition to this temporary

labour, it will be necessary to' employ more permanent 'hrlp than
we have been doing, as we know, ‘transient help is. becoming more
and more difficult to obtain. It is either a question of doing
less l’urrplng. thereby leaving arcas of our farms untilled, or the *
making of provision for the employment of more permanent help.
The other alternative is to dispose of e arcas which we cannot
work with our own [abour. to men who will settle on the luﬁd.
thus making possible production on all tillable areas.  In either A
of these the matter of providing housing  facilities will have to be
mel as our country must be populated with men and women who
have as their ambition a shug permanent home, with lots of happy |
boys and girls in that home. This is no flight of imagination.
It is a fact, and one of the biggest-problems of future production,
You are the men to solve this question. It is on your initia-
tive only that staple devel in the country can
be brought about. i

. The pressing problem for the present is to secure such help
4s may be available for work on ‘the land next spring, and to this
your executive should give immediate attention . In this con-
nqcuon every one hng a.duty to perform in making thefr require-

- ments known at-an early date. - TN

Fruit Growers should co-operate to the fullest extent possible

with the Food Controller in devising means whereby pro':ucﬂon

The opinion of an As-
value than that of amy

PAIN IN BACK
s with'a con!
in (w back. Having ml‘j'(‘}.‘h m
ig .n!nve them a fair trial and the
results 1 found to be good."
TISM :
“I have been for the last
3 {mn o cripple {rnr‘;r Mu:cullr -"-'3
nﬂqmwory Rheumatism. Am
now cured.” " )
STONE-GRAVEL .
ad been suffering terribl:
with Stone Iut!he B :l::]f "':vny.
tinued to take Gin P‘:lx e
stone on October 3rd."

KIDNEY TROUBLE
. “Your remedy 1 fi it 60
of nﬁe' to give H «n(d'v:h'd ’f::
the Kidney and Bladder Trouble,
b incident 1o oue my age,”
URINARY TROUBLE
“I had been siffe for some
¢ time with my kidneys and urine , , &
the pain wats awful, I took Gin Pills
and they cured me in two days.”
(NamEes Uron Ruguest.)

LUMBERMEN URGED TO AUGMENT
OUTPUT

Portland, Ore, Jan 1—What is ex-
pected of loggers and mill men n the

northwest by the production di\'isfion

of the government's air-craft board
during 1918 is outlined in a statement
and appeal by Colonel Brice P. Dis-
que, head of the spruce production
work, now being sent out to members
of the Loyal Legion of Loggers and
Lumbermen. © The organization num-
bers 25,000 members in the northwest.
The stat warns * lumb not
to pay heed to the nonsense and malign
whispering of spies and traitors who
spread propaganda in the spruce pro .
duction belt.

“The headquarters of this division,"
says Cologel Disque, “looks to you to
prevent all acts of sedition on the part
of employer, employee or others.

“Germany is obtaining airplane ma-
terini with forced labor in  invaded
Russian forests which do not belong to-
her.  Thousands of helpless persons
are driven to work at the point of the .
baynoct from early dawn until dark.”

Loggers are urged to offset Ger-
many’s gains by increasing the output
in the United States. Colonel Dis-
que’s announcement says: “Your gov-
ernment asks you to produce 11,000,-
000 feet of lumber,

NO HIGHER /PRICE FOR POTATOES.
Ottawa, January 4 —]llp{i\cr prices
for potatoes than those now prevailing
will not be permitted.  The Food Con-
troller is sending wu leter to this ef-
fect to all wholesale  handlers of
potatoes, stating that any attempt to
secure bigher prices will be dealdt with
promptly. It retail dealers should at-
templ  to charge an unreasonable pro-
fit on potatoes, the Food Controller is
prepaved o fix the margin of profit, and
if necessary to fix maximum pries.
——— e
Jutice and eruelty. May each one
of us in some humble way, be a helper
in the great task confronting our Em-
pire and our Dominion. May we al-
low no petty grievance of trivial an-
noyance to distracl us from the nobler
“r duties of the hour. May
we have strength for the daily task.
May we have courage to meet and over-
come every difficully.  May we

Hasten the coming of the
golden dawn of peace. O Thou Bless




