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GERMAN SPOLIATION

Merchandise Worth 57 Million Francs, Prop-
erty of Private Individuals, Requisitioned by
Enemy — Not for Use of the Army—Con-
stitutes Violation of Fourth Hague Con-

vention.

Washington, Dec. 30.—The Be.gian
Minister today filed with the e
Department a protest against the re-
quisitioning by German military au-
thorities in Belgium of merchandise
worth about 57,000,000 francs. He as
serted that the policy of the Germ

ant “the ruin of industry in Bel-

m.”

he protest set forth that the goods
were not taken for the use of the
German army, and that consequently
the seizure was im violation of the
fourth Hague convention. The mer-
chandise included cotton, rubber, tools
canned goods and metal.

The Belgian legation issued the fol-
lowing statement in connection with
the protest:

“According to the instructions of
his government, the Belgian minister

went todayv to the State Departmeut
and filed a protest against the follow-
ing acts committed by the Germean
authorities in Bels )

* “The German a rities have put
into requisition, st a.single re-
ceipt and with mentioning the
value of same, the following merchan:
dise, to be forwarded to Germany, and
which belonged to private partiel

“‘In Antwerp: Cotton, to tht val-

OFIGIAL WAR REPORTS
FRANCE

Paris, Dec. 30—The following
official commuication was issued
by the War Office tonight:

“There are no important inci-
dents to report, except bombard-
ments in the region of Arras and
on the heights of the Meuse, and
some progress in Champagne,
which seems to have been quite

pronounced.
“The bad weather persists
along the greater part of the

front.”

RUSSIA

Petrograd, Dec. 30.—The follow-
Ing official statement was issued
from general headquarters today:

“Along the whole front of the
armies operating on the left bank
of the Vistula there has been a
lull, except in the region of Beli-
mow, Inowledz and south of Yale-
geszez, where fierce fighting per-
sists.

“Taking the offensive from Boli-
mow, the Germans, under a very
intense fire from our guns, made
an assaut on Bourgade, Borjimow
and our trenches near Gombino.
but our troops, by an impetuous
counter-attack, slaughtered with
their bayonets all of the enemy,
with the exception of a few who
were prisoners,

“In this engagement we cap- ’
tured German machine guns, and
inflicted enormous losses on the
enemy, who brought into action
successively in this region regi-
ments from divers army corps.

“Near Inowlodz our troops took
possession of German _trenches
south of Possade, which they en-
tered and engaged in determined
fighting.”

“South of Malagoszoz an attack
which the enemy delivered after
a lengthy cannonading was repuls-
ed by our artillery. Near the vil-
lage of Bokhinetz the enemy cap-
tured our intrenched position, but
was dislodged and overthrown by
eur counter-attack.

®)n West Galicia our troops are
advancing victoriously.

“East of Zakliczyn we stormed
severai fortified works of the ene-
my, making prisoners of forty-four
officers and 1,300 -‘soldiers, and
capturing eight machine guns.

“Southwest of Dukla our troops
dislodged the Austrians from po-
sitions which they had strongly
organized. They fied in a panic,

Y“We have realized also an im-
portant success south of Lisko,
near Gorjanko.

“We have repulsed counter-at-
tacks by the enemy in the Car-
pathians at Uzsok Pass, and also
new sorties by the Przemysl gar-
rison.”
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Dinner For The Soldiers.
The women of the Women's Canadi-
an Ciub, who, under the direction of
Mrs. H. A, Powell, had charge of
~ the Christmas Day dinner for the sol-

4 olu«‘i their serv-

ue of 13,000,000 francs; rubber, 2,600,
000; woollens, 6,000,000; leather, 10,
000.
“‘In Ghent:
other raw material,
*“‘In Charleroi:

Cotton nets, flax and
8,500,000,
Copper 1,500,000;

s | tools, 12,000,000

“‘In Duffel: Nickel, 1,000,000,

“‘In Malines: Canned goods, 2,500,
000,

“ ‘These measires are in opposition
to the Articles 46 and of the Fourth
Convention of The Hague, in accord-
ance with which private property must
be respected, and requisition cannot
be claimed othearwise than for the
needs of the army of occupation.
These resources involve the ruin of
the industry in Belgium.

“The Belgian minister wishes to re-
call attention to the fact that it has
been said that the Belgian laboring
people had refused to go back to work.
One can easily notice the value of
such an act of accusation, How could
the laboring class work, if all possi-
bilities are taken away from them?
No excuse can be given for this spoil-
ation of private properties, which is
expressly forbidden by the above mens
tioned articles of the Fourth Conven:
tion of The Hague,”

MEETING AT WR0DSTOCK
IN INTERESTS OF GOV'T
GANDIDATE MONDAY

Special to The Standard.

Hartland, N. B,, Dec. 30.—A meeting
in the interests of B. F. Smith, the
government candidate, will be held
here on Monday evening; the speak-

ers for the occasion will be Mr. Smith,
J. K. Flemming and probably John A.
Barry, of St. John,

The boys in khaki from the
Battalion at St. John and the
Overseas Battery at Fredericton who
have been spending their furlough
here, as well as a number from far-
ther up the line, were given a send-
off Monday night on their return to
duty. The Hartland Band was at the
station when the evening express for
the south pulled in and plaved “Tip-
perary,” and other pieces while the
people turned out in force to cheer the
departing soldiers.

Mr. H. H. Hatfield of this place met
with a painful mishap at Woodst&k
on Christmas night. While waiting on
the station platform for the train he
and a train hand were good naturedly
scuffling and Mr. Hatfield slipped on
the ice, causing a couple of bad
breaks in one of his legs, He was taken
to the hospital where the injured mem-
ber was attended to. He was able to
be brought home on Monday after
noon, but will be confined to the house
for some time.

TWENTY MILLIONS
FOR EQUIPPING THE
CANADIAN TROOPS

Ottawa, Dec. 30—It is estimated
that $20,000,000 has been spent to date
by the government for clothing, arms
and equipment for the Canadian
jtroops. 'This does not include the
Cost of feeding the men or their pay.

The pensions to be paid after the
war are estimated to amount to about
$10,000,000 for every thousand men
who leave for the war.

GLOSED DOOR PALIGY
IN BELGIUM AFTER .
FIRGT_OF THE- YEAR

Rotterdam, Dec. 30 (via London)—
Commencing January 1st the German

26th
23rd

comers. No more passports will be
issued or recognized, except the spec-
ial military pass.

The cause for this unusual

precau-
Heved to have been
vent espionage.

; ‘Pay As You Enter.
It 5. sald yesterday
Ji tm-&;#

administration in Belgium intends to
close the Belgium borders against all

tion is not known here, but it is be-
ordered to pre-
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BOY WITNES:
IN MURDER GAGE
FAINTS ON STAND

Coroner's Jury Brings in Ver-
dict in Sydney Case—Orders
for Arrest - of Two Colored
Men.

North Sydney, N. S, Dec. 30.—The
inquest on the body of Miss K. C.
Dunn, wko was murdered in her house
on Queen street on December 21 was
continued before Coroner A. R. Forbes
tonight. The verdict of the jury was
as follows:

“We find that the deceased, Kath-
erine C. Duhn came to her death by
blows inflicted on the back of the
head by some blunt instrument be-
tween the hours of five and seven-
thirty o'clock on the afternoon of Mon-
day, December 21, 1914, in her resi-
dence on Queen street, in the town of
North Sydney, county of Cape Breton,
and that the said blows were inflicted
by some person or persons unknown
to us,”

Only one new witness was sworn
tonight, a boy named Ernest Sudbury,
who was in the habit of visitng Wm.
Connolly’s house where the two blacks,
under arrest, boarded.

Young Sudbury fainted while being
cross-examined,

Mrs, Conunolly, Alfred Willis and Geo.
Taylor were also examined tonight.
l‘l‘a_\'lor was questioned with reference
| to Willis’ past.
| The evidence of Dr. McLean and

Rindress, who examined the body was
| submitted in writing, It was to the ef-
fect that death was due to a blow on
the back of the Fead.

Warrants have been issued
arrest of Willis and West.

for the

JTTERDEM

The Hague, Dec, 30 (via London)—
The American steamer A. A. Raven,
which arrived at Rotterdam Decem-
ber 24 from Wilmington, N, C., with
6,600 bales of cotton, was the first ves-
sel since the outbreak of the war to
reach a Dutch port with a cotton con-
signment for Germany.

The steamer was held up in the
English Channel by British warships
for an examination of her papers,
which delayed her twenty-four hours.

The freight charges for the Raven's
cargo was $10 per bale, which is five
times the normal rate. This increase
was due to the great war risks attend-
ing imports destined for Germany., It
was stated here today by an Ameri-
can agent that the alarmist reports
concerning the dangers of navigation
in the North Sea might have a ten-
dency to drive the rates still higher.

Since the war started the German
imports of cotton are said to have
amounted to fifty thousand bales,
most of it going by way of Gothen-
burg, Sweden, to which port sixteen
vessels are now steaming.” They are
due to reach Gothenburg inside of twe
weeks. Their cargoes aggregate about
75,000 bales.

e

EMPRESS {
IRELAND FUND
GLOSES TODAY

London, Dec. 30.—The Empress of
Ireland fund, which closes tomorrow,
now totals approximately $427,000, of
which $240,000 passed through the
hands of the Lord Mayor of London,
$125,000 through the hands of the
Lord Mayor of Liverpool, and $62,000
was forwarded by the Board of Trade
of Montreal. In addition, the sum of
$2,978 has just been forwarded by the
Quebec Board of Trade to Col. Pel-
letier, agent general, this including a
contribution of $500 from H. R. H. the
Duke of Connaught, The fund will be
administered by two committees from
the Public Trustee Office, one for the
passengers, and the other for the crew
and, relatives. A committee will prob-
ably be appointed in Montreal to deal
with Canadian claimants, although the
English claimants are greatly in the

rity, -
Colder Weather.
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PRESENTATION TO
. MORRISSY

HON.

T own Couneil ofNewcutlJ
Shows Appreciation of
His Serviges to the Com-
munity — Gold Headed
Cane and Address.

Newcastle, Dgg, 20.—At an enthusi.
astic meeting in Town Hall, last night,
the Town Counell, per Ald, Miller and
McCabe, presented Hon. John Mor-
rissy with a ‘)undpomely engrossed ad-
dress and a golddheaded cane, in appre-
ciation of his services to Newcastle
and the county im general.

Police Magistrate R. L. Maltby pre-
sided, and after & brief but highly ap-
preciative speech, the chairman, Ald.
Miller, presented the address and Ald.
McCabe the cane.

The address was as follows:

To the Honorable John Morrissy, Min-
ister of Public Works of the Prov-
ince of New Brunswick.

Sir,—We, the members of the Town
Council of the Town of Newcastle,
representatives of said town, hereby
wish to convey to you their heartfelt
and most sincere appreciation for the
magnificent public utinty whica you
and you alone have been able to ac-
complish and carry to a successful
completion,

This public highway is not only a
credit to yourself and to the immediate
surrounding communities, nor do we
wish to comfine its beauty and great
service to the province, but must ad-
mit that it reflects credit on our Do-
minion of Canada.

It has been a long felt want and we
might further add, a long promised
one, but to you must be admitted credit
of its accomplishment.

We also appreciate the many diffi-
culties and obstructions you had to
overcome in its erection at its partic-
ular location, but all fair minded per-
sons will admit that due regard was
given to all matters in connection
thereof. First, & good and proper
foundation, second, where it would
offer the least obsetruction to naviga-
tion, these two features carefully con-
sidered; then thirdly, where it would
best serve the towns and villages
along both sides of our beautiful Mira-
michi river,

It is to be deplored that some of our
prominent citizens in the different
communities, and jn fact in the immed-
jate community in which we live, be-
came so exercised over its erection
that they s&w fit to offer every oppo-
sition and obstruction within their
means, instead of exercising their in-
fluence in the oposite extreme, but we
trust that in common with others, they
will learn to appreciate its value and
addition to our means of transporta-
tion.

This alone, Sir, looked to the ordin-
ary observer as being very discourag-
ing, but we are only too proud to be
able to say you have in a greater de-
gree than ever before clearly shown
and proven that you are mot of the
type that is easily discouraged but you
are built of the right metal and of that
disposiion that carries to a successful
completion.

That also has been further estab-
lished by the fact that in your first
effort to serve the public, you started
at the foot of the ladder and have
worked up to the position which you
have the honor to hold today. Begin-
ning first as a fire warden of our town,
then & county councillor, an alderman,
member of the Legislature and now a
member of the Executive Government
of this province whereby you were
placed in a position to do somthing
for the province in general and we are
proud to say'you have availed yourself
of every opportupity along those lines
considering the amount of money at
your disposal for such expenditure and
where demand for attention was most
pressing

We, the members of our Town Coun-
cil, at a regular meeting, felt it was
imperative or to say the least, fitting,
on our part to show our appreciation
on behalf of our citizens. A committee
was therefore appointed to prepare
this short address and while it is not
of @ very elaboratg nature yet every
word of it is sincerity on our pant and
trust it may be looked upon by you
and accepted as such. They also au-
thorized the committee to present to
you this small token, not because of
its intrinsic value, but that it may
serve as a memento to you and to us
of the erection of this grand utility
for which you deserve great pralse and
by which you have merited the hearty
thanks of all who wish to see progress
and development in our province.

Signed on behalf of the Town Coun-
cil of the Town of Newcastle.

8. W. MILLER,

A, BE,
G. G. STOTHART,
Committee

Hon. John Morrissy very feelingl
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MR, ALLAN TO
CONTINUE 15
~ TREASURER

Executive of the Patriotic
Fund Has Arranged For
Meeting With H.B.Ames.

At a meting of the executive of the
Patriotic Fund, held yesterday afier-
noon in the Board of Trade rooms,
Judge Forbes presiding, Col, McLean,
on behalf of the committee appointed
to confer with C. B. Allen, secretary-
treasurer of the fund, reported that if
the executive wished it, Mr. ALan
was willing to continue to act as sec-
retary-treasurer for the present at
least.

Col. McLean safd the name of a very
busy lawyer had been suggested who
was willing to perform the services
of secretary-treasurer gratultously,
rrovided he was suppiied with a sten-
ographer, He did not think that am
arrangement of this kind would work
out satisfactorily. The party in ques-
tions had not been in touch with the
executive and kmew nothing whatever
of the vast amount of work that was
being done in the office of the fund.
So far from this work diminishing,
it would be greatly inoreased by the
1,600 men of the various corps who
will soon be sentfrom this province,

A like view was expressed by Sena-
tor Thorne, Senator Daniel and Judge
Forbes,

Col. Sturdee moved, seconded by
Commissioner Russeli, that the report
of the committee be received and that
Mr. Allan be continued in office, for
the present at least.

This was unanimously adopted.

Judge Forbes sald that H, B. Ames,
M.P., of Montreal, would be here in
connection with the Patriotic Fund
on Wednesday, January 6th, It was
decided that the local executive shouid
meet with Mr, Ames at 3 p. m, and
that he should- meet the Women's
Auxiliary and the representatives
fiom other districts at 4 p. m, on that
day in the Board of Trade rooms.

FISHING AND MINING
WILL MAKE IMPORTANT
GITY OF PRINGE RUPERT

Wm. Denbolm Sees Great
Future for Western Ter-
minus of G.T.P.—Steam-
ers Will Soon Run to
Asia and Australia.

“Prince Rupert, the terminus of the
G. T. P. is bound to be a big city
in the near future,” sald Wm. Den-

{holm, who arrived in the city yester-

day on his way to Engiand,

“The G. T. P. is building a float-
ing ary dock there which will cost
$2,500,000. Before the war broke out
the railway had started work om a
huge hotel. Also the federal and pro-
vincial governments had started ex-
cavations for important public build-
ings. Nearly everything, however, has
been held up by the war.

“Prince Rupert is becoming am im-
rortant fishing port, and its import-
ance in this respect will increase.
1f we can make arrangements to sup-
ply Alaska with bait, all the trawlers
will bring their catches to Prince
Rupert to be shiped by the G. T. P.
to points in the United States and
Canada. Prince Rupert will also prob-
abiy become the chief shiping polut|
for the products of the Alaska Salmon
canneries.

“Near Prince Rupert there are very
important mineral deposits. The
Granby Smelting Company, a very
large concern, has taken up big cop-
per areas, and started important
emelting works. About sixty, miles
from: Prince Rupert there are big coal
bearing areas awaiting development.
And there are aiso large iron ore de-
posits, The developments of mining
near Prince Rupert will
make it an important city, Jjust as

replied. He would rather have euch
good wishes and appreciation from his
home and native county and from the
staff of his department as had lately
been publicly tendered him than all
the wealth of the Rothschilds, He
spoke feelings of his life long associa-
tion with the men of Newecastle, but of
all his schoolmates only threé or four
were here now—all doing well in the
States or the West. ([He hoped factor-
fes would soon be built here to keep
the young men at home. They would
mot go to the saw mill for $1.50 to $1.75

fogi

ing made
“Then Prince Rupert will become
an important port. It has a very fine
tarbor. The G. T. P. intends to run
boats to Australia and to Japan and
Chi

ina,

“In the near future tourists wishing
to see something of Canada will go to
Prince Rnupert by the G. T. P., také
a boat from there to Vancouver, and
retumn east by the G. T. P.

traveliing, but I know no
from & scenic point of view

“For many winters 1 have been

London, Dec, 31—A despatch to the
Daily Mail from Venice contains a re-
port that a French submarine boat
has oed the . Austrian dread-
nought Viribus Unitis at Pola.

It is said the hull of the dread-
nought was pierced, but that she suc-
ceeded in reaching her dock.

The Viribus Unitis is of 20,000 tons

b M s e e

displacement, and has a complemen!
of 1,000 men., She is one of the
ships constituting the largest
the Austrian navy.

A London newspaper despatch
Venice in September said one
the Viribus TUnitis had b
damaged in a fight in the Adrk
but that she escaped her pursuers.
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" Paris, Dec. 80.

VIENNA GLAIMS
RUSSIANS HAVE
BEEN CHEGKED

Vienna, Dec. 30. via London, Dec.
21,—An official statement issued by
the war office today gives the follow-
ing summary of the war:

“In the Carpathians our troops de-
livered an altack northof Uzsok Pass,
and occupled several heights. Our
counter-attacks to the north of Lup-
know Pass, Galicla, have brought io
a standstill the Russian advance.
“Further west the enemy attacked
some of the passes with small forces.
North of Garlice (Galicia), northeast:
of Zakliczyn, and on the lower course
of the Nida, the Russian attack fail-
ed. In the region to the east aund
southeast of Tomaszow (Poland), we
and our allles have made progress,
“In the Balkan war theatre al, Js|
quiet on the Servian frontier. Night|
sttacks by the Montenegrins on Gat,
rear Avtovac end Hastva, near Tre-
tinje (Herzegovina) have been re-
rulsed.”
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THE STIRRING BRITY
PLAY ’

“OURS” | {

Assisted by 200 Men from Our ;

Splendid Overseas . Regiment,

NOTE—The Imperial Theat
re and St. John Globe are ¢o-
operating In this entertainment
in appreciation of the splendid
support given their serial story
schemes by the school children
of St. John.

TICKETS:
Downstairs and 3 Rows Balcony
50c., Balance of Bllcm{ 3Be.
Top Balcony 25¢, Box Chalrs,
75¢.

“December 15,
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The Eminent Broadway Star,

Mr. William Courtleigh

IN DANIEL FROHMAN'S ORIGINAL
PRODUCTION OF THE DRAMATIC
ROMANCE,

“The Better Man”

By Rev. Cyrus Townsend Brady

Four A@s of

Picures

The Rivalry of Two Clergymen for the
World’s Two Best Prizes,

ALSO:

IMPERIAL-

SCOTT & MARKE In Chatty Vaudeville Sketch,
COMEDY FILMS by the Leading Companies.

P Sand Point Motion Pictures Canllnu.d.‘-
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FAMOUS PLAYERS IN
GREATPROBLEM PLAY

NEW YEAR'S DAY

Grand Final Chapter
“Trey 0’ Hearts”

Bushman

Francis X.
“A SPLENDID
DISHONOR” ¥

."\

Patriotic Films
DEATH OF “BOBS"

20 MINUTES OF o
VAUDEVILLE,

Comedy Pictures.
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and several groups

Don’t Miss the Wind-Up of “The Tréy 0’ Hearts”

ber 21, 22 and 23. .
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(1) American Players in a Drama of a Large
Construction Concern

“THE FINAL IMPULSE”.

ESCAPE IN AN ELECTRIC CAR!
DEATH BY A LIVE WIRE!
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trip by boat from Prince Rupert to
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the scenery.you see on that trip.
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“THE SILVER GIRL"




