Montreal Visited by Conflagra-
tion Yesterday Which -
Caused Big Loss.

ONE STREAM OF WATER
TO FIGHT FLAMES.

No Water - Now for Laundries
—Chinese,. by Means of
Bucket Brigade, Able to Con-
tinue Operations.

P .

Montreal, Dec. 29.—Two three
storey buildings were gutted, sixt:
automobiles were destroyed and da
age estimated at $285,000 was done
this afternoon by a fire which occurred
at the corner of Ontario street and
Providence Lane, in the northeast sec-
tion of the city. The firemen with
only one stream of water, owing to
the break in the city main conduit
which has caused a water famine
pince Christmas night, fought for an
hour and a half at the end of which
time the buildings were in ruins. Dur-
fng the course of the blaze one fire-
man was injured, and the brigade laid
seven thousand feet of hose with two
engines relaying to bring the pressure
of the single stredm up to efficient
strength, the longest hose laid in the
department’s history.

The firemen succeeded in prevent-
fng the flames from getting down to
the tank containing two thousand gal-
lons of gasoline six feet under the
basement of the doomed structures.
There was an adequate supply of dy-:
namite en hand to raze adjacent build-|
fngs if the fire got beyond control.
When the fire broke out the firemen
and police saved twenty-two

DUE ENTIRELY
T0 NEGLIGENGE

Dominion Wreck Commission-
er Finds Annie Roberts,
Which Sank in Sydney Har-
bor was Negligently Handled

Ottawa, Ont., Dec. 20—Special—"Al-
though feeling deep hy for the
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matters concerning the government
throughout the Dominion during the
have held the reins of government at
of contradiction that in the Maritime

relatives of those who were lost, we
cannot butse verely criticize the lack
of even ordinary care and knowledge
of the rule of the road in the Annie
Roberts,” is an excerpt from the @éind-
ing of the wreck commissioner Cap
tain H. St. G. Lindsay on the collision
between the schooner Annie Roberts
and the British steamer Wabana out-
side Sydney harbor, C. B, on Octob-
er 22, last. Four lives were lost in
the accident, all from the Annie Rob-
erts, which sank like a stone after
yawing across the steamers bow. One
member of her crew was picked off a
plank afterwards.

The court is unanimous in its opin-
jon that the collision between the two
vessels with the unfortunate loss of
four lives was entirely due to the neg-
ligent way in which the Annie Roberts
was handled and navigated,” says the
report, ‘which is the result of an in-
quiry held in Montfeal last month.

biles but sixty were destroyed.

The buildings destroyed were own-
ed by Jos. Laurier and occupled by
The Auto and Garage Co., the Decbul
Tools Limited, Montreal Portrait Co.,
and M".threcli:tl and M, Bellivean who

sed the top 88 8
‘*‘*ﬂ a result of
sence of adequate water supply forl
the firemen. some of the sufférers
bave announced their intention of
taking suit against the city.

To Montreal's many troubles result-
ing from the lack of water, has been
added yesterday a serious difficulty in
{aundry work, at ledst one large laun-
dry being forced to close altogether
and send delivery wagons on their
usual rounds, in order that their cust-
omers, numbering some 12,000 to 14,
000 people, might be requested to keep
teir parcels until the end of the week,
when it was hoped to resume the ser-
vice. The trouble was almost wholly
confined to the central district, some
of the laundries in that part of the
city sending their work to other con-
cerns in the west and north. Through
all the trouble the majority of the
Chinamen appear to be able to con-
tinue their work, making relay ex-
peditious to the water carts with buck-

ets.

The Tollet Laundry, one of the lar
ger companies, appears to be suffer
ing most and was closed at noon yest-
erday, Mr. Cook, manager of the laun-
dry, stated that owing to the liability
in case of fire he had been forced to
vefuse to take any of the his custom-
ers’ laundry. Last week's work was
finished and delivered, but in order to
complete it snow and ice had to be
melted.

, Continued on page two.
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'San Sebastian, Spain, Visited

by Serious Blaze — Tene-
ment Houses and Variety
Hall Burnel,

San Sebastien, Spain, Dec. 29.—A
block of buildings, including a theatre

markets of the United States without
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Voters of North End Fill Big Auditorium of T
Rousing Meeting Last Evening—Othef |

to Many Improvements—Big Industry W
Operation—Citizens Strong for Naval Ald

Voters of the North End filled the hall of the T4
evening when Hon. J. D. Hazen, Minister of Marine a

Hon. Mr, Hazen also spoke of the recent naval
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The hall was tastefully decorated
for the meeting. BStrings of pennants
radiated from the centre chandelier to
the far corners of the room an & large
British ensign covered the wall at the
rear of the platform. The speakers’
table was also draped with fiags. The
Temple of Honor Band was present
and rendered several selections dur-
ing the evening. Samuel Holder gave
a vocal selection.

Among those on the platform be-
sides Hon. Mr. Hazen were Senator

and variety hall, and many t
houses, was destroyed today by fire,
It was feared this morning that the
military barracks would“be destroyed

Thorne, Daniel, Hon. John E.
Wilson, J. B. M. Baxter, K.C., M.L. A,
Philip Grannan, M.L.A., H. W. Woods
M.L.A., C. B. Lockhart, M.L.A., L.

which greeted his remarks showed that the people of

Other speakers pointed with pride to the fasct
four trans-Atlantic’ steamers carrying mails direct between this port and
England, and that under the Liberals the mails were handled at Halifax
and no chance wae given to St. John to demonatvate it§ position as a mall

Senator Daniel and Senator Thorne also spoke
given an attenfive hearing. The enthusiasm of  the Jarge audience was
remarkable and the telling points in the different epches were foudly

its of recent by-el

tion of the support of the people of this country for the o
iined by Rt. Hon. R. L. Borden and the government of Ca
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P, D. Tilley, M.L.A., Miles B. Agar,
city commissioner ‘of public works,
R. .W. Wigmore, city' commissioner of!
water and sewerage, Dr. Man-
ning, Harry Green, F. L. Potts, John
Thornton, J. E. Bryant and J. Starr
Tait, president of the R. L. Borden
club. 4
The meeting was under the auspices
of the North End-Conservative Club,
John Thornton, president of the club,
called the assembly to order and after
a few words of welcome, called upon
Senator Daniel, who had been a suc-
cessful candidate for the Liberal Con-
servative party on four different occa-
slons.
Continued on page two.

but the flames were hed be-

fore they reached that 5 i

No lives were lost, but three fire-
men and e policeman were injured.
The civil governor had a narrow
escape, a part of a blazing roof fell
at his feet. 3

The fire, which started in the thea-
tre, is believed to have hpen caused
by a lighted cigarette carelessly
thrown under the stage. The janitor
of the building was aroused at mid-
night. by dense smoke and gave the
alarm. The occupants of the tene-
ment houses ran into the streets in a
panic, and thousands of other nearby
residents passed the night out of
doors.

UNITED STATES

CROP VALUE

FOR LAST YEAR A RECORD

Ten Billion Dollars, According
Report—Production Belo

—Consumers Pay Middlemen Five Hundred Per Cent.
Go!

to Department of Agriculture
w that of the Preceding Year

More Than Farmer Receives.

Washington, Dec. 29.—Ten billion
dollars worth of products, five billion
dollars of cash income—a bumper
year in spite of droughts and other
setbacks—is the 1913 record of the six
million American farms.

The most successful year of hus-
bandry in the United States brought
forth $6,100,000,000 worth of crops of
which $2,896,000,000 were _represent-
ed by cereals n!on;,l and $3,650,000,000

worth of an
and animal products. The value of the
1913 crops is twice as great as that

; miore than a billlon dollars
over 1909, and substantially greater
than 1912, Of all the crops, however,
‘§t 18 estimated that fifty-two per cent.
will remain on farms where they
were produced gml-.thlt twenty per

does not follow that such increased

production would result in any hlrn

crease in the cash income per farm or
per capita of farm population; or that
Erk:e:, ::r‘d by et:nlumou would be
ny » says the repont. Had the
total production in 1913 equalled or

exceeded the 1912 production, it seems e
inicrease

probable that the cash in-
come per farm would not have been
greater and mizht have been Jese than
in 1912; but it is extremely doubtful
whether the cost to the consumer

The long line of distributors
middlemen between the b

cent. of the p will
On that basis, the cash in-
by the Department

GONPERS
MY GET AL
SENTENGE

Brief Filed for Contempt of
Court—Sentence Arose from
Injunction Against Boycot-
ting Stove Concern,

Washington, Dec. 20.—On the
strength largely of a brief filed today
with the Supreme qo\m;oiﬂle United

DUMP THUNK
WITHOEADMAN'S
BODY N STREET

Left in Gutter and Boy Left in
Charge—Police Believe Vic-
tim Smothered — Finger
Print Clue. '

New York, Dec. 20—A, trunk contain-
ing the stil warm body of a man who
.had been bound hand and foot and
murdered was dumped out of a cart in
the heart of the east side today and
left in the gutter.

“Look out for this trunk and we will
pay you when we come back,” said
one of the two men who wheeled the
cart to Samuel Trable, an eightyear-
old bo{. of Pitt street. The boy wat-
ched it for half an hour, then told

TURKEY BUYIG THE
BAAZILAN DREADNMLGHT
MO DF JMNERID

Whose ex-

on, Dec. 20—Captain
the Turkish navy,

commander of the Wil O'
Hamidi

eh | thirteen

kan
‘arrived in London today to com-
‘4t in stated, the purchase of the
‘dreadnought Rio De Janéiro
The ves-

e the b

THE LAY
TELEGRAPHERS
STRKE OF

Company"s Agreement to Sat-
isfy Claims of Men in Part
is Likely to be Accepted by
Them.,

St. Louis, Mo., Dec. 20.—There will
be no strike of telegraphers on thé
St. Louis and 'Frisco Railroad, accord-
ing to indications tonight. The strike
committee of the Order of Railway
Telegraphers will meet the receivers
of the railroad again tomorrow in an
attempt to reach an agreement.

Conferences that began this morning
continued, with one intermission, un-
til late this evening, and when adjourn-
ment was taken for the night James
W. Lusk, charman of the receivers,
sald he thought an agreement would
be reached,

The out of the thus
far may be summarized as follows:

“The railroad .company has agreed
to a wage increase, but not to the fif-
teen per cent. increase asked by the
grievance committee.

“Phe railroad company has agreed
1o pay overtime, but not double over-
time as asked by the men.

The chief points now at issue are
technical matters regarding the com:
ditions of labor.

It was announced at 'Frisco head-
quarters this afternoon, but not by the
recelvers personally, that the company
had polled the telegraphers and agents
and that the result indicated that most
of the men would stay at their posts.
The pergon responsible for this an-

t, @& repr ive of the
lcompany ‘who {8 11 closy toich With the
controlling officials said, that ninety
per cent. of agents had indicated a wil
lingness to stay with the company,
and that not more than three hund-
red men would go out it a strike order
was issued.

Telephone circuits were operated to-
day over most of the system. C. Nix-
on, receiver and chief operating offic-
er, did not say whether this would
continue if a strike is averted. “Wo
already had the telephone system,” he
said, “and it is not a new thing with
us. We employ operators to transmit
onders over the telephomne lines, and
we pay them the same as we pay the
telegraphers.”

GHARGE NEPHEW
OF ROMPELLA
WITH FORGERY

To Be Prosecuted for Signing
Cardinal's Name as Guaran-
tor of Note—Relatives Be-
lieve Last Will Stolen,

e

Rome, Dec. 29.—The crown prosecu-
tor has begun an investigation into
the matter of the will of the late Car
dinal Rampolla. He has been enabled
to take this action because of the de-
nunciation of the testament of 1899
by relatives of the Cardinal who were
excluded as beneficlaries from this
will, on the ground that a later testa-
ment had been stolen or concealed.

One of the interested parties in the
new role is the Duchess of Campobello
who is of the opinion that her chil-
dren may be included in a latter testa-
ment, the testament of 1899 ante-dat-
ing their birth. The Duke of Campo-

-| bello is to be prosecuted at an early

date on the charge of forging the sig-
nature of his uncle, Cardinal Rampol-
1a, as the guarantor of a note.

Much interest has been aroused by
quest n the t of 1889
to Cardinal Galimberti, who died in
1896, of the Cross of Brilliants which
Count Von Bismarck presented to
Rampolla. Rampolla bequeathed it to
Galimbertl in recognition of his ser
vices as ! peace bet
Germany and the Holy See.

e

VESSEL BREAKS UP O
BOGKS, GAEW ESEHPE

Vancouver, B. C. Dec. 29—When

the G. T. P. steamer Henriette docked

at the G. T. P. wharf at l;obn Mq.
g C

Peterson, walked down the gang plank
showing every sign of exposure. They
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Ninety-four Ruthenians Charg-
ed with Attempt to Incite
Compatriot's to Rebellion—
—Financed from Russia,

Budapest, Dec. 29.—The trial of
ninety-four Ruthenians on the charge
of inciting rebellion against the Aus-
tro-Hungarian government, was begun
today at Marmares Sziget. It is ex-
pected the trial will last six weeks.
The chief prisoner is the Russian
Monk, Father Alexius, of Mount Ath-
08, whose real name is said to be Alex-
ander Kabalyuk.

Great political interest attaches to
the case, as it is alleged that the se-
ditious movement was largely promot-
ed and financed from Russia. Priests
of Russian monastries and Count Vlad-
imir Bobrinsky, president of the Rus-
sian Constitutional Conservative party,
and a member of the Duma, are alleg-
ed {0 be concerned in the movement,
which under the guise of a propagan-
da to convert the peasantry to the
Orthodox Greek Church caused the
circulation of hundreds of thousands
of foreign printed circulars, denounc-
ing the Emperor and the Papsberg
dynasty, with the intention of draw-
ing the Ruthenians from their allegi-
ance to Hungary and uniting them
with Russia,

St. Petersburg, Dec. 29—A Semi-
official statement issued here in the
Slav interest seeks to dissassociate
Russians from {implication in the
charges on which Ruthenians are now
being tried at Marmaros Sziget. Count
Bobrinsky declares that he is not ac-
quainted with any of the accused ex-
cept Father Alexius, with whom he
gays he has spoken on religious, but
never on political matters, as Alexius
was ignorant of politics.

The statement was made heére that
the Hungarian court refused the re-
quest of Father Alexius to call Count
Bobrinsky as a witness.

PRIMATE OF CHURGH
I\ NORWAY 15 DEAD

Christiania, Norway, Dec. 29—The
Right Rev. Anton Christian Bang, Bish
op of Christiania and Primate of the
Norwegian church, died today. He was
born in 1840.

Bishop Bang was at one time secre- |
tary of the late King Oscar of Swe-|
den, when Norway and Sweden were
united - under one flag.

Bishop Bang delivered the corona-

Inspectors Hope Soon to Show
Absence of Powdery
Scale.

POTATO SHIPPERS
MEET AT WOODSTOCK.

Secretary Daggett Says New
Brunswick Can Find Excel-
lent Market in Upper Canada
For Potatoes.

Woodstock, N. B., Dec. 29—S8pecial—
The potato shippers of Carleton and
Victoria counties met here this after:
noon, with B. F. Smith in the chair
and A. D. McCain as secretary, to re-
ceive the report of J. B. Daggett, sec-
retary for agriculture, as to the result
of his visit to Washington in connec-

tion with the potato embargo. After
hearing Mr. Daggett’s report the quest-
ion was thoroughly discussed. The
shippers unanimously passed a resolu-
tion condemning the course the St
John Telegraph is pursuing on the
potato question.

A spirit of optimism prevailed. It
was pointed out that the government
inspectors were in Carleton and Vie
toria counties at the present time ex-
amining the crop and it was thought
that the embargo would be lifted in
a short time as potato wart and powd-
ery scales do not prevail in this coun-
ty. In the event of that mnot being
done, the shippers here are not worry-
ing as Canada can furnish the mar-
ket for our potatoes, irrespective of
what the United States may do.

While in session a telegram was re-
ceived from the agricultural depart-
ment at Ottawa in reference to the
potato subject, which will necessitate
calling another meeting here for Fri-
day afternoon, when Mr. Daggett will
be present after attending a meeting
in Hartland tomorrow night.

It 18 expected to have the embargo
placed by United States lifted from
Carleton county district within a short
time. In this connection, it is stated,
that Dr. Mulhus, United States path-
ologist, who visited New Brunswick
during the past summer and early fall,
to make an inspection on behalf of the
Washington department, reported that
in the district from Perth in Victoria
county to Benton in the southern end
of Carleton county he found no evi-
dece of diseage or powdery scab in
the potatoes. g

Under the arrangement of the em-
bargo which has been placed by Unit-
ed States authorities, it is provided
that when any section is shown to be
free from diseases and powdery scay
the embargo therefrom can be lifted.
It has therefore been arranged to pro-
ceed first with the district from Perth
to Benton and it is felt that all that
is necessary is to substantiate the re-
port of the United States expert and
to show by an inspection by provin-

| cial officials that there is no disease

or powdery scab in the district and
the embargo, so far as it affects that
district, will be removed.

Mr. Daggett said today that thirty-
five per cent. or more of the New

tion sermon when Norway bestowed
the crown on the Danish Prince Char-
les in 1905. l

Brunswick potato crop, the biggest
crop in the province’s history, has
Continued on page two.

Commander of American
Return Any Fire of Bullets

Washington, Dec. 29.—Confirming
private rumors, official reports reached
the state department today of renewed
insurgent activity in Northeastern
Mexico with the annuomced purpose
of clearing out the federals from the
whole northern tier of Mexican states.
Today the constitutionalist forces
are reported closing in upon Nuevo
Laredo, but the understanding is that
if the campaign In that quarter is
snccessful it will be followed immed-
fately by an attack in force upon
Ojinaga, where the remnant of the
federal garrison of Chihuahua has
taken its final stand.

At Nuevo Laredo the federals have
1,200 men well armed with machine
guns and entrenched in earthworks
and rifle pits. Closing in upon them
{s a force of 5,000 insurgents, 2,000
under command of General Carranza,
brother of Venustiano Carranza, the
present leader of the constitutionalist
party, and 3,000 under the leadership
of General Gonzales.

As there seems no avenue of re-
treat left open in Mexico for the fed-
eral garrison, they must either defeat
their enemy in a frontal attack or
cross the international line into the
American town of Laredo, to be
promptly disarmed and intermed.

it was said at the war department
today that while every effort would
be made by the commander of the
American troops at Laredo, Texas, to

formed the crew of the V
fishi h G which

b on Sec-

. R.
‘was_wrecked last Wednesday
retary Point, Hope Island, and became
a total wreck, breaking up and going
Ldnmnn deep water.

keep D s back and
away from the border in the event of
actual hostilities, the general order to
the American troops still stands to

FEDERALS MUST WIN OR
CROSS AMERICAN BORDER

Constitutionalists Reported Closing in on Nuevo Laredo —

Troops at Laredo, Ordered to
from Mexican Side.

sallsfied that firing by Mexicans is in-
tentional.

Belated advices from Durango are
to the effect that the constitutionalist
forces now occupy Gomez Palacio and
Laredo. Before the abandonment of
Torreon, the revolutionists are said to
have moved large quantities of pro-
visions, consequently the food sup
plies are short. About fifty Americans
remain inn Torreon. About eight thou-
sand refugees, composed of the worst
element of the population, are said to
have recently entered Durango from
Torreon. Their lodging and Teeding
offer a difficult problem, and serious
trouble is feared.

The American embassy in the’ City
of Mexico has been assured by the
manager of the Bank of London and
Mexico that the institution is solvent,
and that on January 2, it would meet
all obligations.

Terrible stories of the sufferings of
the people in Northern Sinaloa from
famine continue to reach the state de-
partment, and, like the previous re-
ports have been turned over to the
Red Cross, which will extend relief
of food supplies into the mountain
country.

Dr. Mensendieck, in the little town
of Agua Califtede Baca, reports that
on October 26, owing to the drought,
inhabitants were not only starved, but
were without clothing, the well-to-do
as well as the poor, so that the women
and young girls were obliged to hide
in their shacks absolutely naked, and
all were suffering terribly from expo-
sure during the cold nights. He pre-
dicted even worse conditions at the

return promptly any fire of bullets or
shells from across the line if they are

expiration of two months, or about the
present date,




