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Filled With the Spirit.

BY REV. W. N. HUTCHINS, M. A.
No. 2.
Ephesians 5 : 18, Be filled with the Spirit.

Our speaking last Sabbath, dedicated itself to the
questions of Paul, ‘ Know ye pot that ye area temple
of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?
Know ye not that your body is a temple of the Holy
Ghokt 7" Emphasis was given to the believer's present
possession of the Spirit, and our protest was uttered
against the exbortation that calls upon the disciples of
Jesus to scek or to wait or to pray for the Holy Spirit as
é if he were far away and not within the believer. From
1 the illaminating pages of Scripture we saw that mo
; believer 4s without the Spirit, that God’s possession,of us

as children carries with it, as an inseparable consequent,

our possession qf the personal indwelling Spirit of God,

] ! that, because we are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit

3 of his Son into our hearts, that if any man hath not the

Spirit of Christ he needs no further proof that he is none
of his.

But possession of the Spirit does not exhaust the
Biblical statement on the believer's relation to the Third

i + Person of the Godhead. Seeking for light on the great
o theme of the believer's relation to the Spirit of God we

& are met by this command of Paul, ‘' Be filled with the

Spirit,”” accompanied by mention in other parts of the

New Testament of those who are described as filled with

or full of the Holy Ghost. The question therefore arises,

is being filled with the Spirit an experience different and
distinct frowg the common experience of the ordinery
believer ifi:fesus Christ? Is it one thing to possess the
_Spirit and quite another to be filled with the Spirit?

Every believer by virtue of his relation to God and to

Christ possesses the Holy Spirit. But is every believer

who possesses the Spirit filled with the Spirit? If not,

whatgis it to be filled with the Spirit? These are
questions which the comimand of Paul and other New

Testament words oall into being. : :

.. ‘To the first of these questions, is being filled with

the Spirit the same as possessing the Spirit, we give our-

. selyes first.  For an answer 1o it as to all other guestions
we must turn to the Word of God. In the Old Testament
and previous to Pentecost the phrase “filled with the

i+ Spirit” or “full of the Holy Ghost" is a rare one. _In
the Old Testament it is declared that Bezalel was filled
¢ with the Spirit that he “might artistically design the
1 + furdishings of the tabernacle. In ‘the New Testament
previous to Pentécost the declaration is made concerning

John the Baptist; and his father Zacharias, and Elizabeth
his mother, and then concerning Jesus Christ. But these
cases do not help us much for they belong toa period
when the Holy Spirit was not resident on earth as he is

in the present”day. They belong to a day when the
Holy Spirit was not yet given,

Beginning, then,with the earthly ministry -of the Third
Person of the Godhedd what has the New Testament to
relate on being filled with or being full of the Holy
Ghost? At the very threshold of the Spirit's ministry
there stands the account of Pentecost when tongues of
fire, which were the visible symbols of the Holy Spirit’s
descent upon and entrance into the disciples, sat upon
¢ach one of them and-they were all filled with the Holy
Ghost. On that occasion there was mo exception or
distinction among the assembled believers, ‘‘they were
all filled with the Holy Ghost.”” ‘Some days later Peter
healed 5 lame man at the Beawtifui Gate of the temple,
and when the council before whom they were called put

to him and Jobn the question, ‘' By what power orin
5 what pame have ye done this,” Peter—arid Luke is our
informant-~*! filled with the Holy Ghost,” gave answer.
Being warned by the council Peter and John- were given
their freedom, *‘and being let go" they went to their
own company, and when they bad prayed the place
where they were assembled was shaken ** and they were
all filled with the Holy Ghost. Next we come to the
appointmeut of deacons together with the apostolic
direction that deacons were to be men full of the Holy

Ghost. * Look ye out therefc re, brethren, from among
you seven meu of good report, full of the Spirit and of
wisdom, "

Of these seven Stephen was one, and both on
the occasion of his Appointment to office ‘and at the time
of his death

he is’ referred 1o as a maii full of the Holy

Ghost. Not long afterwards Ananias told Saul of Tarsus
lh.,l he was to be filled with the Holy Ghost, and we do
not read of any particular occasion or ceremony other

theln his confession of faith in baptism as the occasion of
his belng o filled.  Finally the expresgion is used of the
apparently uniform experience of Barnabas, of Paul on
the occasion of his visit 10 Paphos, and as descriptive of
*the disciples” at [conium during the first
Journey.

Now take these passages, and these are the only ones
in which the phrases ** filled with the Spirit” or ** ful) of
the Holy Ghost” occurs, and what is the truth which

" they impart? Ponder them and tell me are they not
descriptive of what bt to be the uniform, ordinary
condition of every itly instructed snd faithful be-

: any suggestion that o be filled

missionary
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with the Spirit is a condition not intended for the averuge -

everyday believer, but reserved for a special and favored
religious aristocracy and cligne? For one I utter my
[protest agaiust the thought. I believe it not. * Full of
the Holy Ghost,” * filled with the Spirit,” are words
denoting a condition of life containing nothing that every
believer ought not to seek for and possess. °As it is not
in Scripture so banish from your mind the thought that
this blessing is open but to a few. Indeed, inmstead of

being open to the few alone, to be filled with the Spirit -

is the privilege and, if we read aright, the duty of every
believing child of God. ‘‘Full of the Holy Ghost,”
““ filled with the Spirit,” that is what God expects us to
be, that is the divine ideal of the holy faith of Jesus
Christ, |

Vet while the privilege of being filled with the Holy
Spirit is open to all there is reason to believe from
Scripture that even in apostolic days all did not open
their lives to the privilege of being full of the Holy
Ghost. Amoung the qualifications of a deacon there was
this, ** Look ye out therefore, brethren, from among you
seven men full of the Holy Ghost.’ In their selection
they were to choose ‘only men full of the Holy Ghost.
Now had all primitive Clristians been full of, as all
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of Jesus.Christ the Spirit dwells in the life. - But while
the Spirit makes the life his dwelling he is not in
i Gaion A cmcnis n the bt s pyaces of
n uties es, in the am! n purposes
pnn:é by, not it may be with scorn or
ain, yet heless passed by, and so while the
Spirit gﬁ‘.i in them and they possess the Spirit, the
t n
yith the it 4
iLet us e by our illustration a little longer. The
aged one in your fiome is already there. Yeu could not
Eoueu more of that loved . personality than you already
ave. They are yours now in their entire personality.
But while you could not possess more of their personality,
their personality could easily be a more mnaﬂng an
dominating force in your home. In all entirety the
sonal Holy Spirit now is yours. To possess more of
im than you do could not be ble. . But it were an
easy possibility for him to be in on of your
life, to be a more potent and determining force in your
being, and being filled with the Spirit, I repeat again,

. involves not our receiving more of the Spirit s6 much as
. ®

‘he Spirit receiving more of us.

To be filled with the Spirit is to have the Spirit with
sovereign, regnant power in every tion and sphere
and area and stretch of the life. i€ Spirit filled life
demands the surrendered will, the yielded body, the
em heart with every thought brought into captivit
to the obedience of Christ. The Spirit filled life is a life
in all its practical and every day phases under the Spirit's

possessed the Spirit, mention of this ch istic as *

essential to deacous would have been unnecessary.
Plainly mention was made of it because all were not full
of the Holy Sﬁiril. That of course, mark you, is only to
affirm that some were| not what they ought to be, for
every believer ought 1o be filled with the Spirit. But
distinctly obsérve that this Scripture goes that far and
does not hesitate to imply that there were some among
thers who were not {n possession of the gualification
essential to a deacon, some of whom it could not be said
that they were full of or filled with the Spirit. And
what shiall we say of this command from Paul, * Be filled"
with the Spirit?"" What would it lead us to believe, st
least concerning some amdng the Ephesian Christians ?
Like the restriction thrown around the descon’s office
surely it makes bare the truth that the believer's posses-
sion of the Holy Spirit is not identical with his being
filled with or full of the Spirit.. Therefore in answer to
our question, is being filled with the Spirit the same as
possessing the Spirit, we must give a negative answer.
By virtue of their relation to God and to Christ every
believer possesses the Spirit, But ag-it was in New
Testament days, so is it at the present,aid while every
believer possesses,all are not filled with the Spirit.

1I. This brings ve to our second question, What does
the phrase * filled with the Spirit” mean? That isa
dificult question to answer. But it will help us in our
study if we remember that the word * full”” or ** filled”’ is
not confined to the Holy Spirit. Full of light, full of
joy, full of wisdom, full of faith, full of power, full of
merey,full of comfort,full of the knowledge of his will are
all Biblical expressions. ** Full” or *‘filled” then,it would
seem, are common Scriptural expressions descriptive of
those especially under the influence of some particular
mental or emotional or spiritual condition. When used in
connection with the Holy Spirit they, seem to describe the
condition, not of those who have the Spirit as dis-
tinguished from those who have not, but of those who,
already in possession of the indwelling Spirit are more
especially under his controlling influence, To sum up
our thought in a brief word to be filled with the Spirit
involves not our havicg more of the Spirit but rather the
Spirit having more of us. This may seem a mere quibble.
But between the two there is a vast difference ; between
the two therz is a difference as vast as that which
separates belief in thie Spirit as an influence and .belief in
him as a living personal being. Asan influence we might
have more or less of the Spirit, but as a person he must
be incapable of such division. Many fail to see this and
s0 there is much longing, praying, waiting for God to
give us something more when the essential condition to
our being filled with the Spirit is for us to give him
something more than we have already hapded over.

Perhaps illustration may lighten up opr thought. One-
may dwell in a home and have no control in it or over it.
Living in a home is not symomymous with heing a
dominant power in its iife. One may dwell in g home
and be a mere tolerated presence. So the Holy $pirit
dwells in hearts where he is not the dictating, dominating,
controlling power. Large stretches of the life are lifted
oyt from under his government.” Manifold and important
phases of conduct are never submitted ta him for direction.
Daily life is entered npon and ils tasks are taken up with
the Spirit as completely ignored as if he were great
leagues of space away,
henzn‘l. I rmc lpzaﬂngx :}n &mxk‘aﬂm“::x
where the Spirit dwells but where the Spirit does not

control the life. 1 am speaking of believing, Christian
hearts where sometimes, at least, there is a waiti

To be filled with the Spirit does not imply

1, & life that submits all that goes to the mal of
a life to his all searching eye and then discards what he
would cast out, = Business life, political life, social life,
domestic life, hidden aod private life with all motives
and ambitions, our time in all its # , our energies
with all their marshalling forces, with these under the
care and control and sovereigd sway of the Spriit the
Spirit possesses us and we are filled with the 8pirit. Our
study, then, has taught us that one may possess and yet
not be filled with the Spirit. Furthér we have learned
that being filled with the Spirit involves the Spirit having
more.of us rather than our having mere of the Spirit,
Wrapped up in this doctrine are several important
truths. This doctrine should teach us that the fuiness of
the Spirit is not a blessing that comes in any magical
way or through any religions sorcery, Prayer is often
made for the fulness of the Spirit with a belief that men ®
become filled with or maude full of the Holy Ghost by
some arbitrary actof God. Many are mitin{, secking,
praying for some new strange wonder working power
that will change them in a moment and 61l them with
the Spirit apart from any submission of th Ives to
the will of God. But the filling of the Spirit is not an
experience to be indolently desired or passively waited
for. Since to be filled with the Spirit involves not our
recejving more of the Spirit but the Spirit receiving more
of -us, instead of being utterly helpless we ourselves
determine whether we shall be filled or not with the
Holy Spirit. Give yourselves up to God and you will be
filled with the Spirit. That we should seek the enabling
race of God to help us in an effort to put the life under
the indwelling Spirit’s control is true. But. no enabling
grace will answer for or ‘take the place of the
surrender of the life ; through no. passive waiting nor
indolent desire nor magical process will one find himself

=filled with the Spirit.

.Again, to be filled with the Spirit does not denote a
permanent condition, a blessing received once for all.
One is filled with the Spirit only so long and just so far
as the'Spirit controls the life. No one possesses a life
lease or tenure of this blessing simply because of some

rience through which he went in the past. Frequent
reference is made by some to these marvelous experiences
of other days. But unless the submission to that
brought the life under the Spirit’s control and filled it
with his pr has been repeatedly and continuously
ratified, that submission or experience of the past wiil
not fill the life with the Holy Spirit at the present. Not
what we were or went through in the past but what . we
are in the present determines whether we are filled or
not with the Holy Ghost.

Again the fulness of the Spirit does not manifest itself
in the same way or by the same gift in every believar.
er in some
single given direction. Rather being filled with the

Spirit gives power for any service to which God may call
the disciple. Enumerating the Vlgl? fts which were
rist

manifest among the Corinthian Paul adds,
“‘all these worketh the one and the same Spirit, d:}i;lin
/wit

to each o1 e severally even as he will."” To be fill

the Spirit will not give every one evangelistic success, or
pulpit power, or teaching tact, ar ‘executive
ability to run great churches, - some quite
different gift mx be imparted. This fact is oftefi over-
looked and mu

result. The manifesta
"Holy Ghost vary in accord with his own pleasure and in
harmony with the character of the service to' which he
has called us. That the Spirit will give some gift to
every surrendered life it is our to believe but beware
of the error which teaches that the 8pirit of God always
manifests himself in the same way or by the same gift {n
every life surrendered to his control.

diumintmeut and doubt are the
s or results of fulness with the

Finally, I would remind you that to be filled with the
irit is a duty. Our text is part of a double command,

'l
“‘Be not drunken with wine wherein is riot, but be filled
with the Spirit.”” Shall we read the first of this
as a command and, not the second? 1 tell you, u&m As
clearly as it is a Christian duty to avoid intoxica ]
is it a duty to be filled with the Holy Spirit. To be filled
with the Spirit is a privilege, a high and holy prihv‘ikge. s

to

verse

vilege too exalted for human words to describe or for
uman hearts to measyre. But side by side with the

vilege of being filled with the Spirit lfes the duty, and
5:: ti o’vm P 4

secking, praying for the fulness of the Spirit when the
in, essential condition to their being full of the Holy
ho‘hmlwwmrvemmﬂhinlmwmm but
for them to give something more to God.
Sometimes are aged ones in our homes cared for,
but given no active, decisive, deter-

bome. These aged.ones

P God expectsof us is utterly in.

entirely surrendered
trol until we are filled.

esus, m; , my Life, my All, I
Lhohufho u.'¥ Dotho’nwouh
z’nll’ 7 Do they accurately represent our attitude to
him
whole self
answer

unless we ize that he looks for us to be
and given over to the Spirit's con-

On his birthday but one Livingstone wrote, ** My
dedicate my
be the life we.
day, hour by hour, do we dedicpte
ToGoaT Ta the seceet o varts give

secret own hearts
Tareted with “he

and whether or not you with the

tl
possession of them and they are not filled




