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Oh, three little birds on a bramble spray !
Kach flaw to ﬁud: ne?t; N
There was one went early over :
straight for the North Countrie;
And o e
Little bird,
He winged his way to the watery Weat,
Where one that I love sits sighing,

Ob, for the withering bramble spray,
And the bird that sleeps in his neat !
There is one in a castle over the sea;
And one in a pine in the North Countrie;
But the third
Little bird,
Ho sings at a lattice far in the Weat,
Where one that I love lies dying.

Ah me, for the thorny bramble spray
And the weary bird in his nest !
There is one that dreams of the silver sea;
And one looks over the North Countrie;
But the third
Little bird,
Hs sings o’er a grave in the silent West,
Where one that I love is lying.
— Chambers Journal,

SERMON

Preached by Henry Ward Beecher on the
Interior and Higher Love of God.

Church Membership Not Absolutely Essential
to the Living of the Christian Life.

Mr. Beecher’s text was the fourteenth te
twenty-first verses of Third Epheslans, in
which Paul speaks of the interior and higher
love of God. ‘‘Morality is a substitute for
the highest forms of religion,” sald Mr,
Beecher, ‘‘bears very much the same rela-

tion that learning the alphabet does to writ-
ing poems and orations. A man can’t write
them unless he knows how to spell, but a
man may know them and be a dunce. Reli-
gious people have unwittingly and unwisely
produced an impression that morality is
nothing. I say that plety without morality
is nothing. You might as well try to bring
forth harvest without eoll. And what is
morality? It is living right toward our-
gelves and our fellow-men. It is not only
good for men in this world, but it is the
foundation on which piety is to be bailt.
Many persons of piety break down because
they have reverence and venesation, and
now and then rhapsody; yet in their per-
sonal private life they are so fall of faults
that everybody has occasion to suspect that
they are not very religious after all; and
this suspicion is generally verified. But
the next step higher than morality is
self-cultivation, and that is the line of re-
ligion. Itis one of self-development, and
there is a step still higher, when men put
themselves under church relations and un-
der institutions to increase their knowledge
of duty and to help them performit. There
is no charm attached to the church; it
simply has helpfulness in it. A man may
live a Christain life outside of it. So a man
may raise frult at the side of the road, but
the boys will be very apt to steal it; whereas
a sheltered tree behind the wall will carry
its fruit to the right hands, as well as be
permitted to ripen it fully, I don’t wish to
instill the idea that you can’t live a Christian
life unless you

JOIN THE CHURCH,

You can, A man may go to California cross
lots if he has a mind to, and if he gets there
he has got there—that’s all. But that’s not
the easlest way nor the most likely way to
get him there, A man may educate himself,
but it’s better for him to go to school. It
will facilifate. the matter, and the moment a
man comes into church relations he aspires
to something higher, or ought to, than mere
morality and virtue, and seeks to lay the
foundations of such states of character and
such attributes as will fit him for another
life and a higher one. So, then, there s a
grade higher than the average church life.
It may evist without it. It1is a life in which
men make arrangements not merely to re-
ceive but to give. The essential spirit of
religion is like a mirror that takes beams of
light, but reflects them all and don’t absorb
them; and men come to the higher level of
moral life when, havieg received benefits,
they begin to feed as well as to be fed. Such
persons sre called public-spirited. They are
in sympathy, and try to minister to the
whole human family. This is thought to be
an evidence of great plety. Well, it is a
frult of plety. It Is not the highest plety,
but it ought to be a part of every piety.
Now, to persons in the habit of all the dutles
of church life and Christian life there come,
frequently, surprising outbursts of experi-
ence. There come experiences that lead
them to say that there is a reality in what is
oalled the higher life. When the purifying
stroggle has raised the soul into its higher
conditions, there comes intermittlngly, a8 it
were, a light from above.. When the astron-
omer hears of the discovery of a new con-
stellation, he sweeps the heavens with his
glass; but envious clouds or flimsy vapors
obstruct, and he cannmot find it, But he
searches for 1t until there comes some clear
night, and he sees it and rejoices over it
more than for treasures found; but the next
night it is invisible, and a week goes by
and he cannet find it again; but it comes
again and he rejoices, and he tslls those that
are

IN SYMPATAY WITH HIM

of the star that has dawned on him. Now
there are parties in the Christisn life that
are living faithfully and humbly, workingly;
but now and then there comes to them at
iome unexpected homr of great health, of
radlancy, a presentation of truth altogether
larger than they have ever heard or thougnt
of before; some hour in which the imagina-
Hon plays there comes an exaltation of
thought 1n regard to time and the life be-
yond, and the saints in glory. It may be &
Httle child’s hang leads them up, that has
8one before to be the pllot of those that
tcgme after, It may be that it s the volce
a% comes throngh the grave from beyond ;
;lo matter what the cause {s, There is com-
_fg one step higher—a new birth ; more
illustrious than all the rest, though all the
;"eut are honorable, and thatis the sounl’s
Irth into Chriat.life, I am one of those
that believe ;that the life principle of the
universe is God, and that our knowledge of
God 1s not excoglitated except in reference to
effect, not as a personality; that when the
soul has become o like God, as it were, that
1t is in that mediom through which his na-
?nra vibrates, all become sensitive to it.
Blessed Jare the pure in heart, for they shall
see God,” It is through the purity, called
the atmospheric condition, of the higher
faculties of the soul, that God appears to
men, Christ becomes to them more than
radiant; he becomes ruling, They inter-
sphere each ovher, Before the child is born
the mother’s blood circulating through the
little body gives it both food and life and it
is the mother rushing through the ohi’ld that
is the child’s life and hope ; and something
like that, by a figure illustrative, it may be
said that there comes a state in which we
are in such relations to God as that God is
impulsing our thoughts and his feelings are

[ 5 our circulation, They are our desires and

“Adpentences, and
THE LIFE WE NOW LIVE,

we llve by faith in the Son of God. This is
the higher life in which Christ comes to us
and abides with us and we know it. We see
nothing more than others, we think nothing
more, but we feel and know Christ in us,

WL ik it e . ki e i

That is what I call soul-building. It don’t
come in a day, but it comes and is real. No
marble mansion is more real, or 8o real, as
the soul’s experience, In the wide range of
nature we must not suppose that the impal.
pable and invisible things are phantasms;
they are the only real things, and the earth-
bred and earth-bound things are the shad-
ows that pass away in the using, The eter-
nities are for the things that men despise
through their ignorance and unknowingness,
Paul says in Galatians:—

I am crucified with Christ, nevertheless I live: yeb
not I. but Christ liveth in me, and the life I now live
in the flesh I live by faith of the Son of God who
loved me and gave himself up for me.

““And in Collossians he says: ‘Your life is
hid with Christ in God.’ Nobody could sit
for the portrait of that which Christ sees in
him, No earthly limner could draw the
features of this soul that has been trans-
fused with the life of Christ. This, then,
is the higher, ultimate stage. Some of the
characteristics of this eminent state are,
first, great peace and great tranquility.
In thie world, while men are yet
young and love impressions upon their
uerves, racket and struggle and rebound,
echo and re.echo, are not altogether dis-
sgreeable; but as men get weary of the
strife of life & thought arises, still as the
star of even over the horizon, ‘Peace amd
rest.’ Not lack of activity, but peace. ~Thl’u
may come by lowering the tone of man’s
nerves, but there is a peace that comes by
quickening the tone of a man’s nerved. It
is not the p of somnolency. It is that

PERFECT REST OF THE SOUL
when it is filled full of that for which it hun-
ers and thirsts, It is the rest of impletion.
hat ie the testimony of ten thousand saints
since the advent of Christ; not only peace
ordinarily in the avocations of life, but in all
the exigencies that try men't souls, There
never has been a dying salnt en his pillow

than men have had tied to the stake, with
fagots burning their bodies; so great is the
power of God upon the inward life. It is
also accompanied with great sympathy with
all men; it is not a luxury which one hoards
and enjoyn by himself, It is not a selfish
satisfaction that the soul is made to play
such'melodies and’ choir such harmonies,

nature, and is effusive, full of sympathy with
all men in every direction, and it also has
this for an experience—a settled joy, not as
a thing sought after, but as a thing which
comes with moral qualities when they are
the thing sought for, and not the joy
itself. It is a love upward toward all ocon-
celvable excellence, It adds certainly to
our consclousness and Indifference to
all outward events, ‘The will of
the Lord be done.’ That is the rudder of
life, Rejoice when every harp is broken and
every organ is destroyed, when all the out-
ward life is wasted, when revolation is in
the land, rejoice in the Lord. It rises up
into such a consclousness of the divine at-
mosphere and life and treasure, that it is
happy under all clrcumstances., Such it was
when the mother, as her babe breathed its
last, and with its last sigh and pulsation
went away, lifted up her hand and sald :
I glve thee joy, my darling.” So in condi-
tlons of outward trouble, when all the
natural and lower feelings are wrung, there
is an atmosphere into which

THE SOUL MAY RISE

and be utterly indifferent to the voices of
men, indifferent to public opinion, indiffer-
ent fo disgrace, as men call it; indifferent to
everything but self and God. Men may have
a twilight experience of this kiod and yet
not understand the philosophy of it. Indeed,
I don’t think that anybody quite understands
the philosophy of it. I think philosophy
cannot really pronmounce {itself accurately
unless it understands the nature of the
terms of all the elements that go into the
consideration; and we know o little of God
and we know so much less of the motion
of the divine mind upon our own nature,
that it cannot be properly sald that we
can philosophizs about it., We can only
say this : “These are the phenomena, and
such are the experiences; and these are
80 numerous and run through so wide a
scale that I can have no doubt
whatever in regard to them. In spite,
however, of all mistakes, there is an
experience in piety, which puts to shame all
lower forms of epjoyment. Once had and
lost, it is night. Oance gained, it is morn-
ing, It interprets to us something of the
life that is to be. It redeems the life that
now {s. Men may call it perfection, if that
word suits them, It is a misleading record.
I don’t use it mysélf. I don’t esteem it in
others. I merely say, in this world nobedy
is perfect, nobedy will be perfect; neverthe-
less there is transcendently high soul ex-
perience which men choose to call perfect-
ness. There is this state in which a man is
at rest with the Lord Jesus and receives a
fruition of all the promises that are made by
Christ to his disciples, Now, may all have
i6? In eome degree, yes,

IT IS NOT TO BE BOUGHT,

It iz not to be galned by the will merely;
but & man may unfold his life little by little,
until he reaches that state of mind in whose
those results will be produced in him, but
according to the measure of the capacity of
the nature that he has got. Persons of slen-
der endowments of a relatively opaque brain,
coarse fibred, they can comejinto this ex-
perience, but it will measure itself in them,
not by the way in which it is in a genius, a
poet, a great soul like Fenelon, or Pascal, or
Bourdalone, or any of the eminest men, like
Wesley, Whitfield, Edwards. These were
men of genius—that is, large brains, fine in
structure and nature, with wonderful edu-
catlen and a wonderful experiencs, going on
step .by step until it came to ‘these
higher reaches, Nevertheless, though a
man cannot write poetry, he can read it,and
enjoy it; though he may not be elcquent, he
is susceptible to eloquence when he has it
poured out before him; and there are men
that cannot originate the highest visions
and highest experlences, but they can come
80 near them that they have in their meas-
ure something of the same kind in them-
selves. And I say this is an object for
search, and for a reasonable hope of attain-
ment to every Christian man, especially to
those that begin early, and that make the
cultivation of their spiritual life the one
supreme and above every other, It is pos-
sible, and to a degree that would make re-
ligion transcendently joyful and effectual if
men might be found seeking it. These are
what I call gods-elect. I am not so pro-
found a believer in the old Calvanistic doc-
trine as some folks are, still I believe in
election, and I generally think men elect
themselves ; and whoever rises through
spiritual culture to this high understanding
of himself and of Jesus livesin the atmos-
phere of Christ, so that the life he lives he
lives by faith in Christ.

HE IS GOD’S ELECT,

But the ehurch is toe much like a vast reom
with one candle in the sconce, or at most
two. What we want is churches that bave
20 Yarge a company, of those that live in this
high state as that their joined light shall
form, as it were, an illumination, and their
jolned pulse of life shall have a current by
which others shall be taken nup and carrled
on. In spite of all mistakes and eccentricities
of the teachers of this doctrine, in spite of
all misphilosophy, the truth remains one—
that is the most profoundly interesting to
you aod to me of all truths that belong to
this human sphere. You can rise up out of

yourilower Land animal nature into your
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that had profoander rest and peace in God .

Emitted from God, it partakes of the divine |.

spiritual until you come to a point of resur-
rection of the soul yet in the body, asd in
that kigher sphere you can come into per-
sonal relations with Chriet such as shall
overcome the weaknesses and temptations
of your lower life and give you peace and
blessedness and supernal joy. Ob, that
there might be some here that had the am.
bition of this life, some maidens, some men,
fired with this sacred herolsm. Oh, that
the day might come, when I am gone—but
I shall know what is golng on—that there
might company together here great multi-
tudes of those who, living in Jesus, let their
light so shine that men, seeing if, glorify
God., Let ue pray.”

THE LEGI§LATURE.
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Debate on Special Committee’s Report on the
Finances of the Country.

Hon. Mr. Young presented the following

report :—

From the examination of the public reports before
the house, and explavations given to them by the
auditor general and the deputy receiver generel, your
committee find that the indebtedness of the.province
at the close of each of the fiscal years mentioned, to

be as follows :
5t Bonded  Floating
Year. debt. debt. Total.
Oct. 31st, 1880..8 696 000
" ]881 808.2“

850 800 $321.874 59 $1,172,174 59

936,000 201,202 09 1,227.202 (9
.. 1,381 100 53501 09 1 434,601 09

1885.. 1,652,200 44,718 43 1,606,918 43

In addition to. the above, your committee beg to
sucmit the following estimated balance to be paid for
railway subsidies under existing contracts at the 31st
of Dec, 1885:

N.B.and P E Island railway, estimated length
36} miles, at $3 000 per mile, $109 500; subsidy paid
to said road, December 31st, 1885, $70,000; balance
due $39 500.

Caraquet railway, estimated length 60 miles, at
$3,000 per mile, $180,000; subsidies paid to Dec. 81st,
1885, $99,000, balance $31,000.

Northern and Western railway, estimated length
106 miles, at $3.000 per mile, $318,000; subsidies paid
to Dec 3lst, 1885, $250,000; balance $68,000.

Estimated balauce $188,500.

The amount of interest for which the province ap-
pears to be now liable is $86 863 per annum. The an-
nual income of the province from all scurces appears
to be as fellows :

Dominion subsidies on population of

321,233 souls at 87 cta. per bead........$256,986 40
Allowance government.. « 50,000 00
Export duty indemnity.e e .. - co — e ooz 150,000 00
Interest on $638,449 29 due the province

by the Domiuvion government.... .. 31,924 64
Territorial revenue estimate being

amount coliected in 1885.......0 60 oo = . 110,289 89
Provincial secretary’s office, do d0.. .. .. 600 39
Lunatic Asylumdo d0ie v cesomenss s 1,320 00
Miscellaneous, do do.. me.vcvseccovecass. 1,863 38
Interest estimated .. ... e eveees 800 00
Fees, private and local bills....coe0cm e 560 00

TOALee e coso 00 meccsesesmemman 20 0000 . $609,735 70

And the estimated expenditure for the present year
a8 submitted 10 the legislature by the gevernment
amounts to $629,744.6), showing a probable deficit at
the end of the year of about $20,000.

In view of the foregoing facts, the committee are
of the opinion that iarge measures of reform are
called for in the public inter<st, and respectfully stig-
gest that the expenses of governmental administra-
tion and legis ation be lessened in the manner follow-
ing: (1) By the abolition of all heads of departments,
making the goveroment responsible for the proper
management of these departments, which they now
reslly aré, although a nominal head is appoiated.
(2) By the reduction of the executive government to
six members, including the attorney general. (3) By
the abolition of departmental reports, making the
audi or general’s report contaia all the necessary in-
formation from all departments except the school
report. (4) BReduction in printing: (A) Discontinu-
ing the Royal Gazette to. justices of the peace and
others; (B) rutting up to public competition all print-
ing where it can properly be done. (5) The abolition
of grants to agricultural societies, from which your
committee is of cpini n no benefit is derived corres-
ponding with the amount granted. (6) A very con-
siderable saving may also be effected in the
management of the several departments by reduction
of staff and confining the e+ penses of te egrams post-
ages and contingencies to what is necessary. (7) Your
committee feel assured thac a large reduction can be
made in the con ingencies of the housa of assembly
and legislative council. The total of these amounted
lsst year to over $8,000 of which we are satisfied one-
half can ba saved. (8) Your committee thick that
the legislation woula not ruffer by the adoution of
biennia! sessions, and if 1he efficiency asd checks of
respo: sible government can be fully maintaiced a
large saving can thereby be made and failiog in this
is a fair matter for con:ideration whether a saving
shou'd net be made by a reasonadle redastion in the
number of membeis of bo h branches of the ligisia-
tme. (9) Tcve geneial depreasin inthe lumber trade
of the province caused in part by the increased rate of
stumpage has engsged the careful attention
of your c¢ mmitwe, and while they are
of opinfon th.:t this is a legitimate ‘s u'ce
from = which the" government ghould . derive
such fair portion of cur provinclal revenue as may
be levied, without crippiing the trade, yet they
belleve that a ccnsideranle reduction ia ths present
rate of stumpage would tena very matsrially to en-
large the oerations of th se engaged ia the traffic,
thereby furnishing a reasonable inceme to the pro-
vince trom thia portion of the territorial revenue,
whilst affordicg larger mears of employment to very
mavy of our pesple who have been obliged virtualiy
to abandon the trade.

Respectfully submiited.

. (zigned.) R. Youwne;

THOMAS R. JONES,
A A DAVIDSON,
J. C. BARBERIE.

Hon, Mr. Young moved that the house go
Into committee of the whole on the report ‘of
the special committee on the financial state

man referred to the preponderating influence
of eight members of the government onm the
floor of the assembly, It is & pretty weak
government 'that cannot keep itself in power
when they only require thirteen members
besides themselves to have a majority. He
belleved that a vigorous opposition was for
the  good of the country. There was, he
conceived, no politics in the local arena; it
was merely a question between the “‘ins” and
the ‘‘outs,”

But to return to the question; it is a seri-
ous question where this province is going to
end, in view of the manner in which the
public debt is rollieg up. Eighty-five thou:
sand dollars patd last year for interest ! He
thought the offices of surveyor general and
board of works might be amalgamated, and
if they were, he believed he could do the
combined work himself. We could retain
the attorney géneral and some other head
of a department and make the whole gov.
ernment responsible for the administration
of affairs, He was strongly in favor of re-
ducing the number of the executive to six,
as recommended in the report of the com-
mittee,

On the subject of biennial sessions, the
committee did not commit themselves, and
he would not now discuss that question in
detall. However, if it conld be shown that
biennial sessions would be to the interest of
the country he was prepared to support i,

On the subject of printing, he believed
that some of the departmentalreports could
be combined with the auditor general’s, for
instance, and that would result in a saving
to the country. Then the Royal Gazeite
was gent to all the magistrates of the coun.
fry, at a coat of §1,700, and then that might
be saved, He believed that the publie
printing should be put up to tender and let
every man qualified to do the work have a
chance, On the question of the abolitiqn of
grants to agricaltural societies, the honor.
able gentleman referred to the good the so-
olety in Restigouche had done for the past
forty years. It had good men at its head,
but he did not believe that throughout the
province the agricultural grants were doing
the good they should, Then in the depart-
mental staffs reductions could be made with-
out imperiling the efficlency of the public
service and also ‘in the matter of con-
tingencies of the departments large sums
can besaved. Although the persentjgovern-
ment had already made some saving in that
direction, there was yet room for reduction,
Then also a saving can be made in the con.
tingencies of the assembly and council,

Hon,: Mr, Thompson—How about the
sessional indemnity ?

Hon, Mr, Barberie—It. you are willing to
reduce it I am, and. you are at home while
aftending the session, He believed the ses-
slon of the legislature could be shortened to

lower branch might be reduced. He would
take one representative each from North-
umberland, York, Charlotte and Westmore-
land, and two off St. Jobn city and ceunty.

Hon. Mr. Holly—Would you not take one
from Restigouche ?

Hon. Mr, Barberle—No, we have a very
large territory—sufficlent to swallow you
all up. . One of our lakes would contain the
entire oclty and county of St John,
(Laughter.)

He now came to the stumpage question, a
very important one, The lumber trade is
depressed and one cause of it is the rate of
stumpage charged. There {8 not a living in
it now and poor men camnot go Imto the
trade. It may be sald that there is too
much lombering, bnt where would our
revenue come from if this industry was shut
down. The government say we must have
arevenue, That, he admitfed, was true,
but if you shut down the lumbering business
you must shut down almost everything else
in the country. In Restigouche the country
is 80 mountainous and gulchy that it costs
twice as much to get out lumber as in the
southern part of the province, and he could
quote the opinion of Robert Connors, a well-
known lumbermas, in support of his atate.
ment., With this to contend against, thus
handicapped, our people have a right to de-
mand a reduction in the stumpage. When,
in addition to this, our ports are cloged for
six months in the yesr, while in other parts
of the province the lumbermen can ship
their products. Who, he asked, was at the
bottom of ralsing the stumpage rates, but
the rich land owners who were able to - keep
thelr rates up to $1.50. It was an unfor-
| tunate day when the lands of our province
were - given Into the control of the New
Brunswick ' rallway company. Restigeuche
bad not one dollar in railway subsidies, All
§he North Shore asks i fair play and justice,
but legislation apparently all tended to the
benefit of the rioch as sgainst the poor.
Take the matter of the non-tidal water
fisheries in Restigouche, It is = most
abominable that foreigners are allowed to

of the house—carried, and Hon, Mr, Ryan-| come in and swallow up the peoples birth-

took the chair,
HON. MR. BARBERIE

sald it became his duty to make a few re-
marks on the report of the committee which,
as a member, he had signed. He would have
preferred that some other honorable
gentleman had opened the debate; it
would bhave added more life aud
energy to his remarks, but business called
him to his home tomorrow and it was neces.
sary that he shouid speak on the subject
$oday. He looked upon the report of the
committee as one of vast jmportance to the
country. Speaking for himeelf, he stood in
this house a8 an iudependent member and
he looked to his country’s interest rather
than to that of party. He claimed that his
course since he entered pablic life had been
a consistent one, and no man counld point
at him the finger ot scorn for any public act
of his, In the other branch of the legisla-
ture he had strenucugly advocated retorms
and economy. It was the platform of the
then opposition, and that was his platform
still. He was still desirous of carrying out
that platform.

Very many reductions can be made in the
public expenditure. They can be made and
ought to be made. Any pledge that he had
made while a member of the assembly he
would carrry out, for he stood here to do his
duty consolentiously., There is nothing in
the committee’s report, but what is absolute-
ly true so far as his knowledge went. The
committee had the auditor general and the
deputy receiver general before them aud it
was understood that all the statements that
were put down by the committee, were put
down without coloring and were drawn from
official sources,

Hop. Mr, Thompson—Were the estimates
referred to the deputy receiver general ?

Hon. Mr, Barberle—Yes, they were, Now
the committee make certa'n recommenda-.
tions and he would take them wp sericatum.
First there 1s the abolition of the
heads of departments. He agreed with
that propasition, avd although he had néver
been in the government and probably never
would be, he had some knowledge of the
machinery of government. He was confident
that the reduciion in the number of the ex-
ecative could have been carried out with a
saving to the country. The forecastle mem-
bers of the government were more for orna-
ment than use'and he eaid this without re-
flecting on the gentlemen who at present
occupy those posisions. The committee ad-
vocate the reduction of the executive to six
members, When we think of a single indi-
vidual dolng five times as much business as
is dome by the government, it does seem ab-
eurd that we should have pine members of
the goveroment, There are’ too many gen-
eralsfandinjthis]connection,the hon. gentle-
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right. ' The government may say, oh we
have now a revenue from the fisheries,
but he had fought in the assembly for the
interests of the people, and the very moment
he got what they asked the government
stepped in and $ook the oredit. Is it right,
Is it fair, is it honest, that men who have
been settled along the Restigouche for
years are not allowed to cast a rod or spear
a fish, These settlers could be worse used.
The river is put up for sale, and Vanderbilt
and the lord knows who—rich men come
down and swallow up the fisheries, It was,
indeed, bard that the settlers who had lived
there and reared their families should be
compelled to_surrender thelr.birth right to
foreigners, It was a duty he owed to his
constituents to speak as he had on this and
other matters both in this house and in the
other braoch of the legislature. He loved
his party, but he loved his country best,

This report and that of his remarks would
go to the country, and he regretted that the
short time at his disposal precluded him
from addressing himself more extensively to
the subject. However, he had shown that
grievances exist, that reductions shounld be
made and that he had not been recreant to
the trust reposed in him, '

To retura to the stumpage question. He
hopdd the government would see the
necessity of reducing the rate. It would be
shown, doubtless before this debate closes,
that a redaction can be made with all safety.
Is it fair or just that one industry should be
crushed. How are the people whose liveli-
hood is in the trade to exist, If you cripple
this industry you drive hundreds of men out
of the country. The government might say
we cannot reduce the rate, but if he were in
the government he thought he would
at least make an effort to assist
the  people. Huyndreds of dollars
could be saved in travelling  expenses
of the governmen$, and the loss fhat would
be occationed by a reduction of the stump-
age could be met in that way. He believed
no government should exist more than five
years, This continual patching up of gov-
ernments and reconstructing is not in the
public interest.

Hon. Mr, Richard—You must have been
in the government yourself,

Hon. Mr. Barberle—No, I have so far
escaped that reproach. Kven the govern-
ment ought to be satisfied with the com-
mit'ee’s report.

Hon, Mr. Thompson—Are you willing to
go for catting off the agricultural grants,

Hon. Mr, Bsrberle—I did not say that.
In closing he claimed that the figures of the
report were correct. He noped the govern.
ment would reduce the rate of stumpage
and if they did not do that he could not

guarantee,what wonldihappen, == e
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four weeks, and the representation in the |

HON. MR. YOUNG

spoke at some length on"the conclusions get forth by
the com nittee in the report. He premised his re-
marks by stating that the upper branch of the house
bad iuvariably shown itself more capable of gauging
public opinion and initiating real reforms than the
lower branch. He pointed out that in 1868 the upper
house had pronounced itself in favor of the union of
the provinces, though at that time it was opposed 'y
the representatives elected by the people, and that

course had been endorsed subsequently, by the
veople. 1In 1871, when the province was financia!
straits, resolutions had been adopted in ithe upper
house for an increated aliowance from the Dominien
trenmx. and eight or ten days later resolations were
adopted in the popular branch covering the same
ground and finally $150,000 was grante1 by the Do-
mioten inlieu of the expor: duty. A few years ago,
when it was sought to renew the charter for the
Grand Southern, the courcil by a very large vote de-
cided against the charter, belicving that the country
would be saved between $300.000 and $1400.000 Of
courss, he was free to admit that he himself
Pad voted against the majority at that time. as
the government of which he was a member at that
time were of opinion that they had a legal right 10
g0 on with the negotiations. - Whether this pogition
was right or wrong did not enter into the present dis-
cussion. He gave these examples to show that the
legislative council had on all occasions shown a desire
to protect the interests of the prevince At the last
session of the legislature, the house had dealt with
the matter cf the Fredericton bridge, which involved
au uncalied for expenditure,incurred contrary to law.
e quite agreed with the principle that a body not
lected by the people should not have the right to
vote away the people’s money, but it was ¢ nceded
that they had a right to use their influence to prevent
wasteful expenditure and enquire into the financial
condition of the province. In nearly every instance,
the steps taken by the council had been followed by
the other branch. He reminded the committee that
when the question of better terms was being ‘consid-
ered, cne of the reasons given why the attention of
the government shou!d be called to the importance of
placing the finances of the country in a'more satis-
fact ry conditi-n was1hat the province was then go-
ing behind at the rate of $40,000 per annum. He
contended that todsy the province has nearly ap-
p oached the position it was in at that time (1871).
The proviuce is expending some $30,000 per year more
than it is receiving, and it appeared to him the time
had arrived for again taking up seriousiy the finan-
cial positi n of the province and looking for remedies
for the existing evils. 1f the precedents alluded to
were to - be taker as an  index, it
would be a long ‘time befors the subject
would receive attentien in th epopular branch. Ths
councll must, a8 it had. slways done, take the initi-.,
ative. What is the position of the province today ?
It appears that, adding tonded ard floating debt to-
gether, the province owes, $1 696 910,43 made uo as
follows : Bond.d debt $1,652 200; floating debt $44 -
718 43 The annual interest on this sum now amounts
$5$36.863 This was the posiiion of the province
December 81st, 1883. And in addition to thig there is
what ihe province will have to pay under existirg
contracts. There will be a balance due on the N. k.
and P. E railway when the existing contracts are
completed of gometbing like $39 500; on the Caraquet
railway, $81,000; on the Nerthern and Western $68,«
000, making an estimated balance to be paid of $.88 -
500. Thisiis the estimase of the deputy receiver gen-
eral and will not be gainsaid. On this additional
debt the province will have to pay four per cent. in-
terest. He believed there were other contracts on
which work had not yet becn commenced, such as the
Moncton-Buctouche line, and the Cent:al road,
neither of which had been idered by the it
tee. They were left out because the depury receiver
general bad not given them to the committee.

Hon. Mr. Jones—There is the Albert Southern,

Hon. Mr; Youog—Yes, I have no doubt there are
others, We bave rather under than over-estimated
the amounts the province is liable for. There were
also, Mr. Young cintinued, other liabiiities. The
provisce would have to pay out of the revenue of
1»86 school grants and other liabilities incurred in
1886 to the amount of about $46,000. There are also
a number ef bridges and other important
works contractel for last year which will have
to be psid for this year, making the total sum to be
paid about $60,000. He did not make any charges
agaivst the government, but referred to the facts as
they existed. It wasa matter of c mplaint against
the old government as weil, but now that the former
oppesiiion are in power, they see how difficuit it is to
prevent these amounts running over intothe following
year. Whatis the income of the province? It is fixed
by law so far as subsidies are concerned. We receive
at 80 cents per head of the population $256986 40,
government allowance $50.000 00, export duty indem-
ity $150,000.00, interest on readjusted debt of $713 -
449.29 (less in future $75,000 drawn out last year,
leavir g the amount actually in the hands of the Do-
minien government $638,439 29), at five per cent.,
$31,924 64 Then we come to local revenues. On
territorial revenue last year $110,280 89. At best this
isa mere matter of esiimate. Last year while the
governmeunt only receivea this amount they estimated
$115,000 / The committee has taken the ameunt real-
i%-d ;ast year as their estimate for this year's receipts,
which certinly will not exceed it. He did not believe
it would really reach those figures but the committee
wished to be within the mark. Last year the govern-
meut received §1 320 from asylum receipts and the
game amount is allowed by the committes. For mis-
cellaneous recepis they have put down $1 863.30, the
awount rectived last year. He did not sce upon what
facts the government based their estimate of $9,000
from. that source this year. The committee have
placed the interest to be derived frcm the daily bal-
ances in the banks at $800, though he thought the
government did not esiimate it quite as much as
that. For fees derived from private an 1 local billg they
had estimated $550, the ssme as collected lass year,
though he did not believe it wou d re.ch that. They
have  estimated the gross income from
all gources for the present yrar at $609,735.70.
That shows a deficit at ihe end of the present year of
at least $20 000. 'f vhese statements are correct, has
not the time arrived when this matter should be
looked into verv seriously to gee if some remedy may
not be applied? This house took the matter up in
1871, and the result was argely in the interests of the
country. Tt seemed to him that the time had arrived
when the council should deal again with this ques-
tion. There is no use in going ba k to Ottawa again,
He did not see upon what grounds the Dominion
government should be asked for further subsidy. In
1871 there was good greund for complaiat, because
we had not been placed in as fair a position as the
other provinces. Now. we have got all we are en.
titled to as compared to the other provinces. How,
then, is the question to be dealt with? The commit-
tee had considered that matter seriously. I had
been suggested that the beat thing to do wag to wipe
out the upper hruse. The amount to be saved by
that waould not exceed nine or ten thousand dollars.
It seemed to him that a radical change in the admin-
istration of affairs was required. The public works of
the country could not be reduced without causing a
great deal of distress throughout the count'y. Pub-
lic roads and bridges and the school service must be
maintained. What i8 required 10 be dealt with is the
cumbrous machinery of government, administration
and legislation, in which, if the reforms suggested by
the committee are carried out, a saving of at least
$50,000 a year could be affected Should the sugges-
tions of the committee be not found all expedient the
house could consider the report section by section
and pass what they thought desirable First, there
is the question of abol'shiug the heads of the depart-
ments. The committee felt it was impos ible to carry
on the affairs of the government in the future with
the present number of cepaitmental heads. Itis
advisable, perhaps, to have the departmental officers
on the floors of the house, but he treught that the
intere-ts of the country wou'!d not suffer if they were
abolished. Go into any of the offices for information
and you will get it from the deputies or clerks. If
these departalents could be conducted by the
executive in its meetings at Fredericton, a
saviog would be sffected of $2725 in the
chief ¢ mmissioner’s department, $2,340 ia the crown
land office, $2 550 in the secretary’s office and $1,553
i'l; ;hg office of the so'icitor general, making a total of

,118.

Hon. Mr. Hill-Tell us how you arrive at these

Tes.

Hon Mr Ycung—The salary of the chief commis-
sioner is $:700, his travelling expenses, $325; and
probably his share of the cost of stationery. postage
avd telegrams would be $200, a total of $2725 In
the crown land depa tment the su vyor general gets
$L.700 pala:y, and the travelling expenses o! that
officer last year were $150, and he (Mr. Young)
thqught he'was within b.ucds when he placad the
personal expenses of the surveyor general for sta-
tionery, te-egrams, etc., ai $200. ' hen comes the
provincial secretary, who has a salary of $2 100, and
travelling expenses $:50. He thovnght $200 was a
fair allowance to place upon 1hat officer for station-
ery, telegrams anc postage The so.dcitor general’s
sa'ary is $1200. and his personal expeases bring the
total up to $1,653 He thought the couatry did not
get value receved for theso services He did not
think there w:8 any necessity f r these heads of de-
mente. He did not degire to reflact upon the solicitor
general at al!, but the country had got a ong without
une for some years and did not suffer very much,

Mr. Youog then alluded to the expenses of the
Royal Gazette which he thought should be paid for
by the justices receirir g it . 1he committee believed
a reduction cou'd be made in that particular of
$1700. In regard to the public reports he said
there were too many repetitions in them, especially
ia these of the auditor gereral and chiel ¢ mmis-
sioner. The committee thought all the reportsmight
very well be embodied in oLe except the tchool re-
port, which would have to be kept separate The re-
duction that cou'd thus be maije was about $10'0
The departmen:al expensesare a matter of conjec
ture butthe committee thought there might be a
eaving of $4 000 in that di ection. " hey were also ot
opinion that a reductien in the number of tt e execu-
tive tosix peisons, including the atiorney geueral,
would b a step in the right direction. The prezent
government when in opposition had promi ed to re-
duce the number of the executive to six or seven.
anu be 1hougbt in 1het propesit! n they were rigat.
8ix would be quite sofficien; to carry on the :ffairs
of the executive government of this province Ia the
province of Ontario, which has sbout eighty mem-
bets in the legisiature, the executive consists, I
think, of five persons, certaioly not mre than six
The gommittee had a'to conc'uded that a_great sav-
iog couid be effected by letting the printing out for
comperiti.n. All governments iize to help their
frievds and the printirg is a fair item of patronage
but the committee ave of opinion that a chwnge ia
the system is urgently demauded. |28 to sgricuitaral

grants (thejoommittee;beiieve that the;benefiig de-
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rived ars not commensurate with the expenditure.
Beme gocleties msy receive s great deal of good, but
they are the exceptions. The money could be ex-
ganded with better advantsge in 8 :me other wayand

'hey thought & saving could be effected in contingen-
cies of $4,000. Of the contingencies of ths house of
assembly and legislative council ($8,000) the commis-
tee wero satisfied that one bhalf could be saved. M

[‘the reduced allowance was insufficlent, members
should pay the balance of coaching, etc., out of their
own pockets. In regard to biennial gessions, Mr.
Young said he had always been of the opinion that
the province had too much legislation. He did nos
think the country would suffer by the adoption of
the biennial method. Across the border, states with
four times the population f New Brunswick had
found it work successfully, He quoted an article
from the Toronto Mail in advocacy of the system.
South Carolina, Rhode Isiand, New Jersey, New
York, Massachusetts and Connecticut were the only
exceptiors to the rule in the United States. The
estimated saving to be effected bv this change was
$18,000. It this was inexped'ent, the representation
of the province in the legislature should be reduced
and placed on the same basis as that of Nova Scotia,
which has a population of 410000 and three less
members in the house of assembly If this change
wagladopted instead of bienunial i a saving of
g:g,q‘go could be made, carrying out the fizures he

ven.

After recess, Mr. Young continued his remarks. Me

desired to present some figures respecting the cost of
ths upper branch of the legislature, in view of the
proposals that had been made to abolish it. He
showed that the total cost of the legislative council
for 1884 was $8,552.78, including stationery, contin-
gencies and indemnities The facts had bzen greatly
migrepresented throughout the country. He then
took up the item of stumpsge, s8 referred to in the
last paragraph of the report This question was a
burning one with the people of the provincs, especi.
ally in the northern gection. Parties engaged in the
lumber trade are virtually deprived of carrying it on.
They have to curtail their operations very largely
and the trade is badly crippled He had just receiv-
ed a letter from a gentleman “who spoke of a large
milling establishment there that was under leage to a
lumbering firm and they had refu:ed to ask the re-
newal of their lease, pending the present rates charg-
ed on stumpage He alluded to the effects produced
upon all tranches of industry in the province by the
paralyzed state of the lumber trade. He felt satisfisd
by advices he had received from various parts of the
province that operations next season would be still
further curtailed. He thought a reduction of the
stumpage rate would not materially lessen the
rgvenue., The high tax had the effect of deterring a
great many from engaging in the business who would
do g0 if a moderate rate were fixed. Not only were
the operators injured but thousands of employes
were kept out of work. He had no means of knowing
what course the government proposed to take in re-
gard to the recommendations made in the report.
The intention of the committee was to treat the
whole sanbject from a non-partizan standpoint.
It there were two sides in the upper house, he hoped
to have the support of both. He might have taken
up comparative statements for the last six years as
to the cost of the two administrations but it was de-
termined if possible to keep al] ques ions of party out
of the discussion. He had not made any charges of
extravagance against the government. He would de-
fer such considerations until he knew what attitude
the government proposed to take on the question. If
they were willing to meet the committee half way he
would be happy to support them. If they took a de-
termined stand against the committee and those who
were in favor of their report the latter wonld meet
them on their own ground. His desire was to pro-
pose a policy of retrenchment which would commend
itself to the country.

HON. MR. HARRISON

said his remarks would be brief as he did not feel
called upon to deal with any portion of the report of
the committee. But inasmuch as under the first
paragraph by which the committee was appointed
they were to report on the financial state ef the pro-
vince showing its gross indebtedness at the end of
each fiscal year since the 31st ofiOctober, 1880, in-
cluding that year, he proposed drawing attention to
the character of the re&ort they had made. They
start with the year ending 31st October. 1880, and
they put the bonded debt down at $606,900; floating
debt nil; Dominion debt nil
Hon. Mr. Jones.. $698 000.00, without the $500.
Hon. Mr. Harrison—They do not show any floating
debt or Dominion debt. In 1881 they say 4he bonded
debt twas $308.200, the floating debt nothing and the
Domioion debt nothing. Ia 1882 they allow $850,000
ofa bonded debt and $321,374 of a floatin> debt, making
a total of $1,172,174.59 a8 the gross debs of the prov-
ince at that time. He (Mr,Harrison) hsd some figures
which would show the incorre~tness of the figures
evoived by the committee. In 1880 the bonded debt
was $608,000, which agreed with ths figures of the
committee,but there was algo a floating debt of $112,-
724.79 and & Dominion debt of $22 232 76, making the
gross debt of the province of $33,.958 55 as against
$696,000 reportea by the committee On the 3lst
Oct., 1881, the bonded debt was $808 200 (which cor-
responded with the report) but in addition to thas
there was a floating debt of $117,851.28 (an increase
over the previous year) and also a Dominion debt of
$33,449 87. (which is an increass) makiog the total
debt of $0859,601.15, while that of the committee is
$808,2)0. Oa the 31st October, 1882, the bonded
debt was $350,800 and on the wrong side of the cur-
rent revenue there wss $ 62 048.05 together with a
Dominion debt of $40038.87, making a t talof $1,-
052 886.92. Down to 1876 or 1877 it would be found
from the journals of the house that one sixth of the
amount was struck off to meet liabilities that accrued
from the 31st of Oct. to 81st of Dec 4ccordingly he
would bring it down to 31st Dec , that year,the prop-
er ending of the fiscal year. Oa that date there was
a bonded debt of $367,000,a floatinz debt of $321 874.£9
and a Dominion debt of $40,03887. making a
total at the end of the year $1 228 413 46. On the S1st
December 1883 the bonded 'debt was $936,000; the
Dominion debt was $41,070.06, and current revenue
$201,202.09, making a total of $1.26827215 On the
31st December 1884 the bonded dent was $1 381.100;
current revenue $53,601 21; Frede-icton bridga $36,-
545 25, makiog a gress debt at that time $1 471,146.41.
Deductirg the smount at our credit with the Do-
minion, $713,449 20; the net debt of the province at
that time was $757.697.12 The bonded debt on the
81st December 1885 was $1.652 200;°the floaring debt
$21,051 60; Fredericton bridge $23 666 83 making a
gro:s debt of $1,696, 918 43. We had to the credit of
the province with the Dominion government $638,-
449 29, mating the net debt on the 81st December
1886. $1,058 469.14. He (Mr. Harrison' wou'd now
summarizs the above fijures so that they could be
fairly understood. The summary would be: 31st
Ocrober 1880, gross debt $830,958 65: 1881, do , $059.-
501.15; 1882, do. (31st December) §1 228 413 46; 1883,
do, $1 268,272 15; 1884, do., $1,471,146.41—and as was
stated bsfore recess by Mr. Young, the province re-
ceived from the Dominion upon the settlement of
those claims an t which reduced the debtito
$767 697.12 - In 1885 the gross debt was $! 696,-
918 43, which, after deducting the amount to the
credit of the province with the Dominion government
leaves a balancs of $1,058,469 14 In 1880 the flosting
debt was §$112 724 79; in 1881, $117 851 28; ia 1882,
162,048.05, and on the 3lst December that year
21,374.59; 81st Decewber 1883, $5350121; in
this vear the government bonded $:50,000 of the
floating debt; and in 1885 the fleating
debt was $7°1 051 60. out:ide of the Fredericton
b-idge, which shows that whilst from 1880 up to 31st
December, 1882, the floating debt kept increasing,
from that date to 1885 the debt was greatly decreased,
and that the finances of the province under present
management are in & hea'thier state by some $50,-
000 than they formerly were.
Hon. Mr. Hill—You us:.d up what you got from the
Dominion government.
Hon. Mr. Harrison—Did we get it as the result of
any exertion on the part of the !ate government ?
Hon. Mr. Hill—You used it up.
Hon. Mr. Harrison—Yes, by paying for public
w rks put upon us by the late government in their
subsidy act  We have turced a floating debt of $250,-
000 into a bonded cebt. Take the Dominion debt.
On the 31st October, 1880, it amounted to $22,233 76;
in 1881, $33,449 81: 1882, $40.038 87, and on the 318t
of Decembe -, that year, about the sam=. It did not
increase any between the two dates Oa 8ist Decem-
ber, 1883, i« was $41,070.06; 1884, we had to our credit
with the Deminion government $713 449.29, and in
1885, $638,449 20 He (¥r. Harrison) would draw at-
tention to the fact that whilst on the 81st day of De-
cember, 1882,'the gross debt of the p ovince was
$1 228,418 46; on the 8lst December. 1885, it was
$1,0568,469.14, a decreate of about $170 000 in the three
years. If, in 1886, there exists such urgent need for
retrenchment, did not as good a cause exist in 1882
under the old administration? In addition to this deb$
of $1 228 413 46,they also left us to pay on subsidy sc-
couat something iike $585,000, and «ti'l, aft:r paying
that, our gross debt is now less than it
was ia 1882 Mr. Harris'n' then took up
the ‘estimates made by the committee. He
pointed out that In estimating $31 92+.44 tor interest
from the Dominion government on $358 449 due the
province (a8 comparel with the proviucial secre-
tar ' estimate, $32.499.44) the comaittes hai not
taken into consideration the fact that the $:5,000
drawn for the lunatic asylum was deawn sfter the

1st of July and that interest was th refore paysble -

on it ap to that date. He thought their calcula-
tions on terrisarial reveiue were also astray. The
government’s-estimate ought to be fu'ly as accurate
88 theirs, bazed as it was on the best iuformation
that cou'd be obtaired atthe offi e. They had alse
discarded $1 500 estimated to be rece ved by the
agricultural departmert. He thou.ht the govern-
ment ¢s:imate of $),000 for miscellanecus receipts
was fu'ly as likely to be correct as th, sum of $1,863
allowad by the committes. Then, as to expenditures
the comwittee h'd estimated, he "polnted out that
38t y ear'’s exp nditures were la'pely inc «asad g{
the freshet. Hsd it not been for the epecisl expendi-
ture of §$17,734 94, the floating deb: wou'd hsve been
all swept away except about $3,000. and still there
was a balance to the credit ot that yea- of $32 72L.41.
Fiom the 31at Dec:mber, 1882, up to the 8ist De-
cember, 1885, there had been a clear saving of $50,«
000 in the floating debt, exclusive of the Fredericton
b idge. and inc'uding that item ($23 000) there was
etill $27,000 of areduction. He caimed that the
present government had provided at an exrense of
$20,000 for 160 inmates of 1he asylum. whi e the late
government had paid out $56893 to =accom-
“modats 115, Then there was administrat’on
of jastice In 1378 it cot $56500; in 1879,
$1,103; 1880, $1 800; 1881, $i 100; 1882, $L1,/00—all
exc usive of the solicitor genera 's (fice—making for
the five years an average of $2,000. He claimed that
on this item there was a balance in favor of the pres-

ent government of $1,668 perffannum f§In 1882 the
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