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In vuiiliiiK lli^ iiitwl iiiiporUut wntres of tobacc« culture in Canada, and ques-

tioning the growere, it bwjomos evident that the quantities of manure used in growing

tobacco are, an a rule, insufficient.

The reserves of manure arising from the wintering nf cultle. urc never very •••m-

aiderable, and the quality would be improved if gre«t»!r eare were U-stowed on them,

iLun is jfinerully done. Risk of heavy loss is incurred throu^ negligettoe.

However rich the land, it cannot produce many successive crops, lut exhaustitig iw

are those of tobaco^ without rapidly becoming impoverished, and even irremediably

ruined, unless some of the fertilizing qualities taken from it are (artificially) res-

tored. . ,

This paper will set forth, what are the requirements of tobacco,—showing that

they are considerable ;—it will »u(?gcst a more rational mode of cultivation than is

employed by many Canadian growers, and demonstrate, so that growers using these

instructions may clearly understand, the effect of the various commercial manures

upon the plant under consideration.

REQUIREMENTS (IF A TOBACCO CROP.

Eeoent exi)eriment8 show that 1.000 lbs. of leaf tobacco (containing from 22 to 25

ler cent of water), absorb from the soil about: 60 lbs. nitrogen, 13 lbs. phoophoric

acid, 100 ibs. potash, 83 lbs. lime.

Comparing these figures with the composition of certain good partiy matured

farm manures, which contain: -O-Sa per cent of nitrogen; 0-255 per cent of phoa-

phoric acid, and 0-25 per cent of potash, it is apparent tliat in order to completely

restore the ground, supposing it was done .solely with farm manure :

17,000 lbs. nitrogen, 5,060 lbs. phosphoric acid, 35,000 to 40,000 lbs. potash would

be required. ,

Canadian planters are far from being able to use a corresponding manui©, wUioa

would represent, for potash, frm 17 to 20 tons of manure for 1,000 lbs. of leaf con-

taining 25 per cent of moisture.

It must, however, be borne in mind that the soil is able to furnish, owing to the

decomposition of its mineral constituents, a considi rable portion of the potash, with-

out which it would be verj- difficult to carry on the cultivation of tobacco, especially

when it is intended to obtain tobacco, sufficiently combustible for smoking.

It must be remarked also that it is advantageous to give the plant the greatest pos-

sible quantity of assimilable elements, as the mineral reserves of the soil are slow in

action, and a plant which reaches maturity very quickly, needs to fin<l within its

reach, and in superabundant quantity, all that it requires.

One should therefore when using farm manure only, spread the manure freely,

iind as early in the spring as possible so that the manure may have time to be

absorbed into the soil and commence nitrification, that 'ia, its transformation into

soluble matters; as for the autunm raanurings, they must be made only when


