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was lit'igliteiietl l)y his perfect familiarity with trie Freiieli hjiiguage,

ill which he could converse and lecture, even on the most abstruse

themes, with as much ease and elegance of di(!tioii as in his luother

toi.'gue. 'I'he list of home and loreign societies which enrolled him

on their honor-list would (ill u page.

The government of Francu-, in 1855, nuuh; him a ('hevalier of the

Legion of Honor, and suhsecpiently conferred on him th' liigher

raidv of Ollicer of the same order. King Humbert decorated him

with the order (»f St. Mauritius, and St. Lazarus after the (Jeological

Congress of Bologna.

What he (fonsidered his most important contril»utions to science

up to 18H(), he eml)(»die(l in two vohimcs, ('Itiitiicdl and Gco/oi/!c<il

Ksn(ii/f<, first edition published in IH74, second ''dition in 1878, and

in ids Mhu't'dl P/iyninlor/y ami Phi/,s!o(jriij)Jiij, |)id)iislied in 188<"

His mature views on the nature and effects of ehemism he [lubl'^' * 1

in 1887 under the title of A Xcir Jiaxin for Chemidry, and l>-

|)lied the same principles (o niincjralogy in his latest work, S

hiatir Afliicr(ih>(/i/, based on a natural classilication publishe-

1891.

The only other book bearing Hunt's name was the special report

on lUi' Troj) hikcx mtd Azote liocka of Sotitht'Ofih'rn Pniitny/rav.ia,

published in 1878 by the Secontl I'ennsylvauia Survey.

From this in(!omplete sketch of his tirehvss and many-sided

activity, W(> can form some idea of his learning and of his industry.

He never kn(!W what it was to be idle, and never wasted his power

on irrelevant and desullory work; and thus he became the master of

manv s(!ienc(!s. H(! was a good mathematician. Althouiih not

himself a profound physicist, he was able to ap{)reciate the more

recontliti' results of modeiii |)hysical investigations. He felt so

keenly those inellable allini(ies whi(^li bind every energy in nature to

one c(!ntral force, and had such a lofty conce|)tion of the interde-

jiendence of the laws of the universe and of the harmonious blend-

ing therefore of (chemistry with physics, that he considered that a

philosophical (;hemist must be a [ihysicist, and that no pliysi(Mst can

b(! iully ('(piipped without a knowledge of chemistry.

He was not fond of animals, and his dislike of living species be-

trayed itself in indifference to natural history and paheontology.

I>ut tlowers he loved, almost passionately. He would fondle the

leaves of a favoi'ite plant with as much attection as if it were s(Misible

of his devotion. To him botany was not merely a study of names,

though his memory revelled in its acicurate knowledgi' of the divi-

i.


