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frcnch fhips ^rre miieh Urgcr in bulk, and had a fu.

prri»)rity in numbrr of men ; ib that on the whole
the two llcets wi'ir pretty near of ccjual force, 'ihg

cowardice or incapacity <)f M. de Clue was manitVft,

had his licet been rather inferior, it is the tluty of

every adniiral to form his line and fight, inllcad of

feparatinp his Ihips and running away i but this blow

was as glorious to Britain, as it was diljt^raccful to

France, It weakened the force with wjiich they in-

tended to execute the invafion •, and, what was of

more confcquencc, confidcrably funk the fpirits of the

french failors, who found how unequal they were in

a(ilion to the cnglifh.

In the m^an time, nothing was omitted in England

to render abortive the defigns of the fVcnch. For

this purpole, his nrnjelly fent the following mcifagc

to the houfe of commons, on the aiil ^^ may, by

Mr. fecrctary Pitt,

" dEORGE, R.
Mis majefty, relying; on the experienced zeal and

aflfedlion of his faithful commons, and confidcring

that, in this critical jundlure, emergencies may krife,

which may be of the utmoll importance, and be at-

tended with the mod pernicious confequences, if pro-

per means (hould not. immediately be applied to

prevent or defeat them, is defirous, that this houfe

will enable him to defray any extraordinary cxpences

of the war, incurred, or to be incurred for the fer-

vice of the year 1 759, and to take all fuch meafiires

as may be nece(rai7 to difappoint or defeat any en-

terprizes or defigns of his enemies, and as the exi-

gencies of affairs may require."

The houfe of commons took this mefl*agc into con-

fideration diredly •, and on the 24th, refblved that

there Ihould be granted to his majefty, for the pur-
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