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and drsij^od to keep the ch<vion people jwro fVom tho«o practiref

iuU) which tlu'y were luoHt liable lo full. Now the morminenM

which »how that these were K^ptian usageH, hear Htrikinj? tes-

timony that the reUtion hctwcen brae! ami Kjiypt wan f«uch om

it iH (lo8crihe«l in the Bible U) have been ;
an<l only on the Hup-

TKwition that the Pentateuch iri a record of factM, caii we explain

these extraordinary coincid«nce« hetwoen the religiouM ccre-

inoniea of the two nations.

It would bo oaHy if our limita allowed, to pniimerato many

other points of reHeniblanco or op|)oHition in their re«poctiyo

ohaorvancert. For example, the arran^ementH of the tabernaclo

80cm in mai\y rcHpects to have been iwxlelled on those of an

Egyptian temple. The court^tho holy and most holy phi'^'rt

—the cherubim, or compound win;4ed fi;^urei4 on the mercy-«eat,

had their counter[.artH in K^ptian usa;^crt ; and were so freed

from all idolatrous Hi^^iifioance, and conrtecrate<l to the worship of

Jehovah, as to become suitable and instructive symbolH in tlio

spiritual worship of the chosen people. In the sacrifices of tho

Israelites, too, and other rites, a similar resemblance is dis-

cernible ; and these were baptized into tho lofty and pure

service of God's sanctuary, embodyin<? to tho Jews the very

same spiritual truths on which our faith now rests. It is well

that wo should bo aware of those very important facts, winch

modern research has brought to light. They cannot ho con-

troverted or ignored, and they have an imi)ortant bearing

on the Old Testament Scriptures. Writers holding uifidel

omnions, have endeavoured to make use of thcse» as of all

now discoveries, to prove tho human origin of tho Jewish taith

and worship : and no doubt, to christians, there is something at

first si<'ht startUng in these views ; but just as in the discover-

ies of"geology and astronomy, a more perfect knowledge dis-

plays the harmony between revelation and the results of

science, and strengthens and confirms the bulwarks of our

faith. The view I have presented to you regardmg the Egyptr

ian ori'nn of these outward fonns of the Jews, is, I think, at

once satisfactory to the mind and strongly corroborative of tho

siicred narrative. All difficulty vanishes when the circum-

stances of the Israelites arc placed in their true light, iho

testimony of Egypt to tho truth of revelation, is not loss

powerful and striking than that of Nineveh.

Lcavin" the Pentateuch, we now advance to a period long

subseiment to the Exodus. In the reign of Rohoboam, the sou

of Solomon, wc find it recorded in tho 12th chapter of the

second book of Chronicles, that Judea was invaded by bhishak,


