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levied all taxes, secured the free industry of tlieir citizens,
and guarded the forts with their own soldiers at their own
expense." Governor Hutchinson, in his « History of the
Colony ofMassachusett's Bay," published in 1745, states,
that in 1653, the northern colonics " raised 500 men to
act against the Dutch, but peace being suddenly declared,
these troops, under Major Sege wide, formerly of the Hon-
orable Artillery Company of London, and Captain Lev-
eret, were used to dislodge the French from Penobscot,
St. Johns." Considering the means and tjje population
of the whole of the British colonies upon this continent
at that period, the population being little more than one
hundred thousand, and looking to the present means and
population of Canada, this effort, made by a few only of
those colonies, would not be equalled by us, were we to
raise and pay fifty thousand men for any service out of
the province, in aid of England, at the present juncture.
In 1690, according to the same authority, "a representa-
tion was sent to England from the colonies, asking for a
supply of arms and ammunition, and a number of the
King's frigates to attack the French by sea, whilst the
colonial forces should march by land, and perform their
parts." At the time, however, the hands of the Govern-
ment in England were too full to give any attention to
the request. Notwithstanding this discouragement, Mas-
sachusetts determined to proceed of herself, and Connec-
ticut and New York engaged to furnish nen. Two
thousand men were accordingly raised by the latter, and
marched by Albany to attack Montreal, while the fleet,

furnished by Massachusetts, consisting of thirty-four ves-
sels, and conveying about an equal number of soldiers,
belonging to that province, as the force despatched against
Montreal, proceeded up the St. Lawrence. These expe-
ditions only failed through the want of concert between


