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An ardent and an untiring zeal for the salvatior

of souls seemed ever to occupy her thoughts. She

employed all her leisure moments in the "conversion

and instruction of numerous pagans in her village.

Neither the opposition which she encountered, nor

the obstacles which she met, nor the insults which

she received, nor the dangers to which she exposed

herself, naught could divert her from the holy work

which she had resolved to accomplish. Thus each

day was marked by some new triumph, by some

new increase of the number of the children of God
or of the catechumens.

Louise boldly attacked face to face, the most

formidable and dangerous adversaries of religion:

the ministers of Satan himself, the sorcerers or jug-

glers, commonly called among the Indians medicine-

meriy who by their impostures and diabolical arts,

always impose on the simple and ignorant. They

are the most deadly enemies whom the missionaries

encounter, and must ever combat in the bosom of

the Indian tribes. They never cease by tricks and

calumnies and lies to throw obstacles in the way of

the missionary and fetter the progress of religion.

The presence of the priest is the more odious to

them as they know that their private interest, their

wealth, is at stake, and that their illicit gains will

vanish and cease on the manifestation of religious

truths. Inde irce ! Hence, their hatred and resent-

ment ; hence, too, the incessant war they wage on


