
',6 DOOM CASTLE.

said he; "for there's Drimdarroch-all that's left of
It to me

:
the and itself is in the hands of my own

doer, Petullo the writer down-by, and scab seize his
bestial

!

Back he threw the relic of his patrimony; he
dropped the curtain ; he turned on his guest a face
that tried to smile. " Come, let us sit down again,"
Jie said, • aiij^ never heed my havers. Am I not
thankful to have Doom itself left me, and thecompany of the hills and sea? After all, there aremore Drimdarrochs than one in the Highlands, for
the name means just 'the place at the back of theoak-wood or the oaken shaw,' and oaks are as
Tilentiful hereabout as the lawyers are in the burghoo yn-by. I but mentioned it to show you the
tielicacy of your search, for you do not know but
what I m the very man you want, though I'm sitting
here looking as if acting trusty for the Hanoverian
cause did not fill my pouches."
"Tencz

! M. Bethune was scarcely like to sendme to Doom in that case," said the Count laughing.
But Bethune, like yourself, may never have seen

the man."
" But yes, it is true, he did not see him any more

than I did. Drimdarroch, by all accounts, was a
spendthrift, a player, a bavard, his great friends.
Glengarry and another Scot, Balhaldie "

"Oh, Balhaldie! blethering Balhaldie!" cried

„ ,'?"',^.'^°"*^'"Pt "Pon his countenance. "And
Balhaldie would sell him, I'll warrant. He seems,
this Drimdarroch, to have been dooms unlucky in
his friends. I say all I've said to you, Count
because you're bound to find it out for yourself some
day if you prosecute your search here, and you might
be coming round to me at last with your ower-ready
pistol whc.i I was ill -prepared to argue out my
Identity. Furthermore, I do not know the man you
want. About the castle down-by his Grace has a
corps of all kinds that you might pick from nine
times out of ten without striking an honest man.


