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of prulonniiij; it utilii tIic last of lii.s artilltjiy hail airiveil. I'ut wln-n

the last division of boats h"\o in sigl't, and all the l)eri"tit that could

ne reasonably expected from its contiinmnce had I'Oen secured, iiotici;

was given that it would 'Mid on ti;'' ">th uf' .Septeniber,

Fi<ur liundrod batteaux, loaded with MrtilJo-ry and sLor.^s, had ctnc

in I'rotn Oswo4,'o
;
great ([uantities of j)ro^ .sii>iiH had been collected; a

large number of sv'ows and lioaLo, suitaldc t".- the piisijage of the rivei-,

had been built • several thousand ad«litional troops had anived, and

more were on the march, yet the Aiueriean general hesitated to assume

t!ie *)tfensive. The panic created by the surrender of Detroit had hy

that time rerxhed Albany, and DearV orn wrotci to warn him that, an

attack upon his position was imminent. I'ritish troops had I'een seen

ascending the St. Lawrence, and he must V>o pieparcd to fall back if

hard ]ivibhed, and r.ot be caught n a traj' like Hull. The disembarka-

tion of detachments of soldiers, both at Fort Krie and Niagara, dose

upon the heels of this information, alarmed and perplexed him. Colonel

F«.uwii,k, comuiandiug at Fort Niagara, rfj)ortiug Miafc an attack was

.'xuected by him, the stores were removed, the siege-guns V>urie'', ami

every preparation made for the hasty evacuation of the post.

Stephen Vmv Ilensselat r, v/ho held chief command Vjy virtue of his

i'anlv as Mr:jor fler.era! of the New York state troops, was an uttei

novice in all military aHairs. and could scarcely even he termed an

amateui' soldier. The last '/Kitrnon of the manor of liensselaer-Wyck

and the leading l'"e<leralist m the state, his appointment was a sharj-

.stroke of i)arty tactics on the part of the governur, w ho discovered in

him a prospective and dangerous opponent. The recent Congressional

elections had seemed to indicate that tht? Federalists had regained the

contidence of the peojili' of New Vork, and most of their leaders were

uncompromising in their hostility to the war. If \'an Ransselai i

accepted the commajid, his ii.imediate following woidd be committed u>

its pi ^ecutiou ; if he refused, his conduct coidd be denounced a.<

unpat otic.

Five generations ot the Van Rensseiaers had reigned in the ancient

manor-house near Albany, and their estates stretched along the Hudh'ui


