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'I'iic foi-iii / //MS cited liy t'orlih'l.'f and he says '- it helon,L;s to the

Verni.indois, l)iit il will he siiow n later that it helon.ns, as a ne.L;ative,

also lo a part of the Aniienois. This transformation of a to (' was
unkiioun in ( Hd I'icard :
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.uir ((\uite, 51. 7); />iis (Car. 65. 12); />(/,s

(.Aniel, 154. This change of ii to o \>, exi"eedin.i;l.\ rare in I'rencli.

One ••\.nni)le of it is m/aii/niiir. The chanL^e is (piite common, how-

ever, in the pretonic syllaiile:— nyjiioirt-, doiiiinaz^'' j"'"'"'"-'^-

In I-'.a.iy lai;;Iioli this chaivj,e of (? to c was \ery t'recnient m:—fidl>

whole; iiiiU >\ni)\v \ .'A//;- dole ; .sv/(^-l' snow ; c/rf?/ drove ; rci</>

road; ./(/^;'> load ; (/A7//>oats; ri'/i//- wrote ; .V(?/>r>soap ;
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pope.

This (:hant;e was esjiecially liable to take place before nasals:—
lonL;. haul),—and tin- o w.is so fre(Hieiit in the earlier period of Mwg-
lisli as almost to supersede the i/."'^

The ch.in.L;e also took place before \. .\ltlii pui;1i all the examjiles

qnoted iVom the lai,^lisli have the toPiic \ owel in an open spllable,

yet tii( seises are aiiala,L;(ius to ihost.- of the patois in which ti has

beco;ne <', for it has just been shown that the chani^c only took place

in Modern ['icard where the \ouel is in an open syllable. The
chan.^e is due to the tendency to narrow the \owel. a tendency
which is stroll" in this p.iiois.
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This ;<ives the same resnlt as in I'rench. So also O. Pic. :

—
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('Am. et Xic'vi, 22)\ iuiir [ihid., i6 il; (?(/_;'(' (Mis. 217, 10); osta^c (Char.

<\u Wrmaiid., i, 91; i)-i-fa_<;r [ihi\f., \\\, (^\. In some of the O. Pic. texts

the tt r:i',inatioii •.?/;•>• is found from -.\ in iM. Joref' considers this

foini to lie peculiar to the Lorraine and i'air.nundian, but it had a

niuil; w ider I'xteiision. It is found in the 'Charles i.\u X'ermandois
'

ariiiiiixts (xxx\i, 22); //(•/(//•,'( (xxii, 2); ami in ihe 'Charles dn Poii-

ihieii' \~i)iiai,iit' iviii, 17); oitiiioii^i- (xi\ . 231. ^'et, in all these Charles

the prexailin.n form is -oiir.

The form -aitir is also found by Neumann'7 in the 'Charles d'Aire,'

II ' ( ;iiis>aiie,' p. 81. 12 ( ;los,.iire. i, •-'. i? TImrot, 'l-.i I'loii. frau..' i. 33.

14 Skcat, 'I'rinciplcs (ifKiiglish Ktyniulogy." first Scries. Oxford, 1387, p. 54.

15 Swt.jt. ' Hi>tMry of luiqlish SoiiiuN,' p. 27. London 1874.

16 'Du C d ins les I.anyucs ronianes," p. 50.

17 I.aiit- und Fle.xionslclire des .\ltfranz,,' p. 12.


