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aefiful ifTiie ? Here again our text will afford

us an aijfwcr. It was bccaufc all things, even

the moft untoward, work together fir grod to

them that love God \ tliat is, to t^iofc who con-

form theiiifelves to his will, and arc fervent in

theii in\itationofhisperfe£lions. Now, althou'2;h

Great Britain has manj fns to deplore
;

y;"t,

on a coinparifon with other nations, it will be

found that llie poflcircs more true liberty more
folid morality, and more true religion, than they.

Where is there a nation equal to the Hritilh in

the number and extent of its charitable inftitu-

lions ? or pofl'cfling fucli a fpirit of independ-

ance, fuch intrepid virtue, fucn a rational piety;

thefe are the dlllindlions which have enabled her

to continue fucceilful againft the world in arms I

It is not for felf-congratulation that we mention

thefe particulars ; or with a defire of concealing

from ourfelves our weaknefs and our errors ; but

rather with the view ofcherifhing thefe honorable

cbaracteriftics with increafed folicitude, as the

bell foundation of prefent comfort and futur^

hope.

The words of my text eftabhh three princi-

ples. I ft. The fuperintending Providtnce of

Goil. 2d. 'j hat evil is neceflary in this ftage

of our being to the exiftence of moral good
;

where is pleafure without pain, or the enjoyment

of fucccfs, #ithout difappointment. i o afcer-

^ tdn its value every good mull be contraflsd with

its oppofite evil. 3d. That all things are direc-

ted tor the advantage of the good. The preicnt

times afford many proofs and iliuftrations of


