
io8 THOUGHTS ON THE CAUSE OF

more virtuous habitudes. The Romans carried

this principle a great way. Even the holding of

oHkcs together, the difpofition of which arofe

from chance not leletflion, gave rife to a relation

which continued for life. It was called ne*

cefjitudo Jortis', and it was looked upon with a

facrcd reverence. Breaches of any of thefe kinds

of civil rehitiMn were confidercd as adts of the

mofl: diliingui .cd turpitude. The whole people

was diilributcd into political fccieties, in which
they adlcd in fupport of fuch interefts in the

State as they feverally affedled. For it was then

thought no crime, to endeavour by every honeft

means to advance to fuptfriority and power thofe

of your own fentiments and opii.ions. This wife

people was far from imagining that thofe con-

nexions had no tie, and obliged to no duty j

but that men might quit them without fhame,

upon every call of intereft. They believed

private honour to be the great foundation of

public truft ; that friendfliip was no mean ftep

towards patriotifm ; that he who, in the com-
mon intercourfe of life, fliewed he regarded

fomebody befides himfelf, when he came to adt

in a public fituation, might probably confult

fome other intereft than his own. Never may
we become pltufages que ks JageSy as the French
comedian has happily exprelTed it, wifer than all

the wife and good men who have lived before

us. It was their wi{h, to fee public and private

virtues, not diflbnant and jarring, and mutually

deftrudtive, but harmonioully combined, grow-
ing out of one anoth r in a noble and orderly

gradation.


