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Safety of their perfons and families, and their mutual and general

welfai?.

III.

That each Colony ftiall enjoy and retain as much as it may
think fit of its own prefent laws, culloms, rights, privileges,

and peculiar jurifdidlions, within its own limits ; and may amend
its own conftitution, as Aiall feem beft to its own AiTembly or

Convention.

•

. IV.

That for the more convenient management of general interefls.

Delegates (hall be eleAed annually i>> each Colony, to meet in

General Congrefs, at fuch time and place as fhall be agreed on in

the next preceding Congrefs. Only where particular circum-

ftances do not make a deviation necefTary, it is undcrflood to be
a rule, That each fucceeding Congrefs is to be held in a diffe-

rent Colony, till the whole number be gone through, and fo in

perpetual rotation ; and that accordingly, the next Congrefs af-

ter the prefent ihall be held at Annapolis, in Maryland.

V.

That the power and duty of the Congrefs fhall extend to the

det<^rmining on war and peace, the entering into alliances, the

'wConciliation with Great Britain, fettling all difputes between

Colony and Colony, if any fhould arife, and the planting new
Colonies where proper. The Congrefs fhall alfo make fuch

general ordinances as thought to be neceffary for the general wel-

fare, which particular affemblies cannot be compeceD*:, but

thofe that may relate to our general commerce or general cur-

rency, to the eftablifhment ofpofls, the regulation of our com-
mon forces : the Congrefs fhall alfo have the appointment of all

OfHc^rs civil and military, appertaining to the General Confe-
deracy, fuch as General Treafurer, Secretary, See. &c. Sec.

VI.

All charges of wars, and all other general expences to be in-

curred for the common welfare, fhall be defrayed out of a
common treafury, which is to be fupplied by each Colony, in

proportion to its number of male polls between i6 and 60 years

of age : the taxes for paying that proportion are to be laid and
kvied by the hiwsofeach Colony.

VII.

The number of Delegates to be elected, and fent to the

Congrefs by each Colony, fhall be regulated, from time to

tiw?»
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