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gains on the fea. The Balize, a fmall fort, eredcd by the French

on a httle ifland, was, in the ycsr 1734, at the mouth of the river j

it is now two miles up. In the year 1767, Don Antonio D'Ulloa

erefted fome barraci<s on a fmall ifland (to which he gave the name

of Saint Carlos) for the convenience of pilots, and other purpofes,

being near the fouth-eafl: entrance of tlie river, and a more dry and

higher fituation than any thereabouts. There was not the leafl: ap-

pearance of this ifland twenty years ago.

t

Before I quit this fubjedl, I mud obferve, that on digging ten or

twelve feet in the lands I have above defcribed, large bodies of trees

have been frequently found. Tlie craw-fifli abound in this coun-

try ; they are in every part of the enrth, and when the inhabitants

chufe a difli of them, they fend to their gardens, where they have

a fmall pond dug for that purpofe, and are fure of getting as many

as they have occafion for. A difli of flirimps is as eafily procured

by hanging a fmall canvas bag with a bit of meat in it, to the bank

of the river, and letting it drop a litde below the furfacc of the wa-

ter J in a few hours a fufficient quantity will have got into the bag..

Shrimps are found in the Miflifippi as far as Natches, which is near

one hundred and thirty leagues from the fea.

I have before mentioned, that the river-water Is remarkably mud-
dy : I have filled a half-pint tumbler with it, and have found a fe-

diment of two inches of flime. It is, notwithflanding, extremely

wholefome and well cafl:ed, and very cool in the hottcfl: feafons ot

the year ; and the rowers, who are then employed, drink of it when

they are in the flrongefl perfpiration, and never receive any bad ef-

fedls from it. The inhabitants of New Orleans ufe no other wa-
ter than that of the river, which, by keeping in a jar, becomes

pcrfedly clear.

The navigation of the MifljfippI Is confined to vcirds not draw-

ing above feventeen feet water, there being little more in the dccp-

ftOi


