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<jnrmmcrcc with the nations of Indians in«-

liabiting thofe parts : and fuch fcttlcments

anay Ukcwife be a proper ftcp towards dif-

appointing the views, and checking the

^encroachments of the fVencli ; as it will

interrupt part of the communication by

lodgments on the great lakes to the river

Miiriffippi. Their lordfhips thei:efore

were of opinion, that all due encourage-

ment ought to be given to the extending

the Britifh fettlements beyond the great

mountains ; and fubmit, vv'hetl>er it may
not be advifable to empower the lieute-

nant-governor to make the gi*ants defired,

upon condition That four years' be al-

lowed them to furvey, and pay rights for

the lands, upon the return of the plans to

the fecretary's office ; and that a fort be

built, and a .^arrifon placed, at the cx-

pence of the grantees. '
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This report having been taken into con-

fideration by the lords of the committee

of council, they agreed in opinion with

the board of trade ; and direfted that

.board to prepare a draught of an in-

ftrudion to the lieutenant-governor con-

^Qimable to their report j which was—
. - . B 2

: accordingly


