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68 APPENDIX.

River, and, in some maps, still further west. This line is generally considered in

the United States, and has been assumed by their government, as the true boundary

settled by tht commissioners agreeably to the treaty above mentioned." Thus we
find Messrs. Monroe and Pinckney, at Madrid, in 1805, writing to the Spanish

minister as follows : " In conformity with the tenth aiticle of the first-mentioned

treaty, (treaty of Utrecht,) the boundary between Canada and Louisiana on the one

side, and the Hudson's Biiy and Northwestern Companies on the other, was es-

tablished by commissioners, by a line -to commence at a cape or promontory on the

ocean in 58 degrees 31 minutes north latitude; to run thence southwestwardly to

latitude 49 degrees north from the equator, and along that line indefinitely westward."

These extracts are taken from the Alemoir of Mr. Grienhow, who, ;t is jiroper to

add, considers the opinion that these boundary lines were actually established 'y

the c^n^missioners "at variance will) the most accreilitwl authorities." In this

opinion the committee does not concur ; so far from doing so, it is thought the

prt, "imption that the 49th parallel was adopted by the comniiasioners under the

treaty of Utrecht, is sirengthened '^v .',u^ line of demarcation subsequently agreed on
by the treaty of Versailles, in 176. >, betv-'een France and Great Britain, and also by

the treaty of peace of 1783, between the United States and (ireat Britain. By tiie

former, the "confines between the British and French ju.'^iscssions were irrevocably

fixed by a line drawn along the middle of the MiasLssipi, from its source to the Ibber-

villc," etc. By the latter, that part of the northern boundary of the United States

which is applicable to the subject is described to be through the Lakc-of-the- Woods,
" to the most ncrthwestern point thereof, and from thence on a due west course

to the Mississippi river." The most northwestern point of the Lake-of-the-Woods

is perhaps a few minutes north of the 49th jiarallel of latitude. By the convention

of 1818, between the United Slrlcs and Great Britain, in the second article, it is

agreed that a line drawn from the niost northwestern point of the Lake-of-the-Woods,
along the 49th parallel of north latitude, or if the said point shall not lie in the 49th

paral'el of north latitude, then that a line drawn from the said point due north or

south, as the rase may be, until the said line shall intereect the said parallel of north

latitude, and from the poi.it of such intersection, due west, alon.q- and with said par-

allel, shall be the line of demarcation between the territories of the United States and
those of his ^^ritaanic majesl}'; and that the said line shall form the northern boun-

dary of the said territories of the United States, and the southern boundary of the

territory of his Britannic majesty, from the Lake-of-the-Woods to the Stony Moun-
tains."

This line, it will be observed, is a deviation from the boundary established by the

1 caty of 1783; for that wa.i to extend due west from the northwestern point of the

Lake-of-the-Woods, withoiif any reference to its Intitv Ic. By this, we are, in tlie

contingency named, to run by the shortest line from the specified point on the Lake-

of-the- vVobds to the forty-ninth parallel of latitude. Whence, it may be asked, the

solicitude to adopt this particular parallel, except as it corresponded with preiixisling

irrangements, which could have been made under the provisions of the treaty ot

Utrecht alee ? for under no other had any reference at that time been made to the

saiu forty-ninth degree.

This coincidence between the boundaries established by Great Britain and France

in 1763, and between Great Britain and the United States in 1783 and in 1818, can

scarcely b<i accounted for on any other supposition, than that the said line had been

previously established by the commissioners under the treaty of Utrecht. This con-

clusion is strengthened by a further coincidence in the boundaries fi.xed in the said

treaties of 1763 and 1783. In both, the Mississippi is adojited as the boundary.

One of the line.' then (the Mississippi) previously established between Great Britain

and France being thus, beyond all cavil, adopted between the United Slates and (iicat

Britain, may it not be fnirly inferred, in the abrence of all proof to the contrary, and
with ."Strong CDrroborating; proof ip favor of the inference, drawn from the .stipulations

of treaties, lines of demarcation on old maps, etc., that the other line, (forty-ninth

parallel,) equally beyond cavil established by the United States and Great Britain,

was also the same one previously existing between Great Britain and Frpnce .' but

such line had no existence, unless under the stipulations of the treaty of Utrecht.


