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«ir, no fif^, no wnter, becaufe thefe naturtt foareet oT

'geiiersl felicity may icctdtnully bccoms iudrumcntt of

p^riijl caUmtty.

He who perules wJih attention the work* of tliofe

Toreignert, who for the Uft leventv or eighty year* havo

written ag»in(l revealed or natural rcli|{ion, and com-
pares ihptn with the writing* of our Englifh dcifts to-

w.\rds the end of the Uft, and the beginning or mid'llo

of the prelent ccntvirv. will perceiv« thai (he former

h-ive borrowed afl their argiimints and objr£iion» from

the latter ; he will perceive alio, that they are far in-

fciior to them in learning and accutencis, but that

they furpafa ihem in iridicule, i audacity, in biil-

Jhemy, in mifreprefentation, in all the milerablc trta

y which men are wont to defend a bad caule : they

Itirpat'* them too in their mifchicvous cndcavori i«

^iflTcminaie their principle* among thofe who, from

their education, are Uail qualified to refute iheir lo-

pkiftry.

jultly may we call their reafoning fophiftry, fince

it was not able to convince even themlrlvei. One off

the moft eminent of them (Voltaire,) who had been t

thciil, « miieriwlifl, a difbeliever of a future (late aU

his days, aiked with evident anxiety a few year* before

his death, Ja there a Gnd iuch • men fpeak of p 1«.

there a iou) Iuch as people imagine P la there any thing

•0 l<ope for after death P He feema to h»«e been con*

iftUent in nothing, but in his hatred of that gofpel whick
-would h«ve enlightened the obfcurity in which he was
involv<;d, and at once dilFipated all his doubts. As to

})is notion* of government, he appears to have been at

unleiiled in them »• in hi« religious (entiments ; for

'though he hadiieen one of the mod zealous apoftles of,

9iberty and equality, though he had attacked monarchic

•cal governments in all his writings with great bitter-

•nefs, yethe at laft confc<red'te one of the greatefl prir>«

•ct* then m Europe, *' that he did not love the ^o.

wxrnmcnt of the ;low©ft orders—that he <did not 'Wfifll

tbe .rc^UabliOiineatUf Athenian democncju"


