
6

]v,\A h(cn s|uiit siiirr [he fmindniion of onrOnvcrn-
nii'iit iiiiplicil I'm- tlioir iHiirfit—caniinldifViid tluir

IhiiiMS anil ll.cir |ii(i|i(rly nijaiiist iiiiy allaciv from

aiiv (inarit'i-, llicii llicir dt'irenonii'v iinist lir t^nat

iluliiMl; hut till y 'Mil defend, aiul will defriid them-

selves. To doulit their aliility or their dis|)0.si-

tioii, w'lld I'P it li'iKe slander on their pntriotiHrn

and llitir valor, lluviii!: tlie utmost eonlidellee ill

Ixiiji, 1 shall lo(d{. shouhl the conlliet come, fur n

repulsion of the eiirniy as si;;nal as that whirh they

rcenived on the plains of New Orleans.

liiil from w In nee is thi.'< great British fleet to

eonie—this fleet which is to sack and Ijurii our ci-

ties

—

aliciut whirh so nmi'h has lieen said r Will it

l)c withdrawn from the jiroicetion, or rather sub-
jection, of her eolonies and possessions ahrond,

and froni her disturbed and discontented millions

nt liome? No, sir; she dare not withdraw her
fleets and armies from her India possessions. Her
one hinidied and fil'ty millions of down trodden

subje('ls in that (piarter are n danji^erous material;

one that only rerpiiies a few ardent nud bold mili-

tary leaders to ( nable them to t^ive cniployi.icnt to

all the powir which she can muster in that ([uarter.

Let us furnish them with a Ijooiic,a C'ro;j;hnn, and
a Wayne; and if they don't keep all the naval and
land power of F.ii:;laiid in that (juartcr of the woild
in employment, 1 am much mistaken. Dut how
stands the matter with reference to her home squad-
ron ? Dare she withdraw her forces from her home
nossessioiis ,' Look at old Ireland: behold in her
Losom the accumulated elements of explosion,
which have been i;athering there for ai^es; elements
that will soon explode war, or no war. Look at

seven-eiijhihs of her pfipulation, pantins; for an op-
portunity to strike a blow for '•repeal.'' Instead

ofdarinj;; to withdraw, slie would have to multiply
tenfold her forces in and around that island; and
even then the well-known biittle-cry of
" Hereditary Ijniidsmen, know yc nnl,

Tliiit lie who v.duld l)c Irco, liiinself must strike the Wow,"

would come thunderins; from every hill and from
every 'ale, and one threat, united blOw would sever
forever the bonds of union, which every true-heart-
ed Irishman hates " with a holy hatred." Let us
now withdraw from tlie " jjreen sod," cross the
channel, and look for a moment on that terrible

revolutionary mass found in her factories and work-
shops. Look at their dependence upon our cotton
lickts for employment, and consequently for bread.
See the difficulty which the Government now has
to keep them in subjection, although they now
have an uniiiterru[)ted sujiply of the raw material,
outofvyhich they make their scanty .subsistence.
Stop tliis sujtply f<ir six or twelve months, and
howmanytroops could they withdrawto send here;
or rather, how many thousand, in addition to what
they now have, would be required to keep in sub-
jection this terrible mass ? Every attempt to keep
them down would be hopeless. They woidd force
any Minister into a peace in sixty days after the
8topi)age of the cotton mills. " Give us bread,

five u.s peace that we may earn it, or give us
lood." These would be the cries that would

greet the ear of a Minister from every quarter of
the kingdom. Would the Mini-ster yield ? 1 leave
gentlemen, who have given this matter a passing
thought, to answer for them.selves. For my part,
I doubt not that the almighty voice of the people
can make their servants obey even in old England.

Let us now, in this rxamimttion of Rritinh .laf.

ty in case of war with us, come nearer lionic

How stand matters in rel' reuce to the ('ana(las,:iiiil

her whole .\onli American po.-isessions f Cuu sin-

depend on a I'ritndly reception even in tlii.s pari of

her household • Will she not here s<e that win h

will admnnish her that "discretion is the luitjf

iiart of valor?'' Look to the last attempt id revo-

lution, and that by a mere liandful of those wlin

pant I'or freedom. The moat brave, the mo.si val-

uable porticm of tlieir popuhition—that poriior,

who harbor the most undying hatred of the Imme

government, though most piMident luid cautious,

have never stru<'k a blow. They await that which

some gentlemen so much dread—a war betwfpi]

this Govermnent and England. They arc eiml,

prudent, calculating men, who well knew tlwi

the attempt at revolution in 1839 was folly; hv\

let their prayed-for contest come, then you wi!i

sec thousands of her yeomanry rush to our siaiiii-

ard, and defend it with their last drop of blood. 1

claim that we who live adjacent to and on thi

frontier of the Canadas know the feelings and df-

sires of our brethren across the border too wd!

to be deceived And permit me here to add. thai

the desire to be freed from British tyranny i.i

not confined to the people projier, but has u!^n

found its way into their temjiles, tlieir high pl;icis,

that even " the watch dogs of the tower" arc pout-

ing for the day—the hour of their delivPiaiKC

Should the conflict come, and the two ariiiies ni

our northern border be brought face to face, a seem:

will be witnessed to which a similar one at Tren-

ton was a mere miniature.

A word in reference to a substitute ofierctl h(r

for the resolution n^ported by the Committee on

Foreign Relations. I have watched that substitiitv

since it first made its appearance in the other enj

of the Capitol , being satisfied , from the first glimpst

I got at it in the Senate, that it would constitute tin

platform upon which the secret and open cnemie*

of the notice would jilant themselves. That it will

prove the rallying ground of the mass of the Wlii:

party in this Hall is already apparent. When 1

looked to the fountain, or rather the State Iron,

which this proposition comes, I must confess tliii!

I was no little surprised. Iliad formed the ides

that any proposition coming from that State woulJ

be characterized by that open, bold, fearless, and

independent trait, wliich usually distinguishes their

people. Not so, however, in this ease. A mor.'

mean, cowardly, skulking, irre.-^ponsiblc pro|i.i-

sition never found its way into this Hall. Sir, 1

loathe and detest it; from my very soul do I ir

spisc it; and I hope it may be met with the eni!-

tempt it deserves from every true t'riend of Oregon.

What would sjentlemen be at.' Do they desire w

evade all resi)onsit)ility, and ptut the whole on the

shoulders of the President, and this, too, after ar-

guing for weeks that this notice is nothing more

nor loss than a declaration of war; showing by

their acts and deeds that they are desirous of put-

ting the whole war-making power, which properly

belongs to Congress, into the hands of ohe ni:in'

A pretty commentary this upon your twelve years

whining against the " one man power.'' I cannoi.

Twill not, believe that such a course meets a re-

sponse from the great mass of the gallant iieariso;

"Old Kentucky." They spurn the idea of -shilV

ing responsibility from their shoulders, and tluy


