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conipliuiice with whicli, by cillu^r, niiirft uocosdaii!}' load to war. ^riiirf abrt)u;iiit;d

position id HO absurd ibal no oiiu inainlains it. Uiil it is said ibat thi>. for*'., in fa

iiiecLsurt's which muf-l follow tho t^iviiig of this notice will lead to war. the IMc^ii

That depends upon the nature of iho.sc measures; upon what we do after nialely If

the notice is given, and not upon the oci of jriving the jiotico. 1 <'uu w
Let us then, sir, sweep away the enibarrasainent, the encunibranc*; of thi;? necosfsary

treaty of joint occupation; let »is therrby put our feet upon firm and .^lid tion had i

ground, and Uien,slatulins,'' erect, as we shall upon our just rights, let us re- not becoi

solve that we will do nothing wrong, and that we will submit to nolhing gamlding

which is not right. In such position what have we to fear ? During the it to pi og
existence of this treaty of joint trade and conmierce wo are bound l>y its njent,wit

faith. We dare not violate it, even to protect our kindred, blood, and iiiteiim,

friends. We had better lose the whole of Oregon than tarnish our national going lo

honor by doing any act in violation of this treaty, even to secure our citi-

zens now there, or those who desire to go there.

Mr. Chairman, so long as this notice remains to be given, so long this

treaty will continue to be our stumbling block; and so long as this treaty

continues in existence, so long we shall continue to negotiate with Cireat

Britain in regiud to the Oregon country, as we have done these thirty years, selves, w
without the least success. And, sir, 1 will tell you why. would hi

I have alluded to the claim made by Great Britain during the negotiation of toucli ol"

1820, '7, once before dining mv remarks, but I will he; itale it more fidlv. which ne

The British plenipotentiaries, Messrs. Huskisson imd Addinglon, during this height ol

negotiation, annexed to the protocol of the sixth conference what they were opj)ose u:

])leas(.'d to call "a fid/, and ei-plkit expositinn of [the British] claims and terrui)led

vicu's.'" This "exposition," after remarking upon the broad diHerence be- ped, and

Iween the nature of 'bo rights claimed by Great Britain and those asserted by some of i

the United Htates, proceeds to say: "Over a large portion of that territory,

namely, from the 42° to the 4U° north latitude, the United States cVdwnfull

and excliisii-e itovcrcigiUt/. (Jreat Britain claims no exdus'we sovirtiantij

over any portion of that territory. Her prcsetd claim, not in respect to

any part, but to the whole, is limited to a right of Joint occupancy in com-
mon with odicr Stales, leaving the right of exclusive dominion in abey-

ance." Now, sir, the treaty of 1818, continued in 1827, secmes to Great

Britain all she claims. It secures to her, in connnon with this country, the

free navigation of the Columbia, the harbor at its mouth and the joint use

of all the country, .south as well as north, of the 4Ulh degree of north lati-

tude. This treaty is (dl she wants, all she desires, and as long as it endmes,
and is not violated, it is all that Great Britain demands. How is it with us?

I believe it is conceded on all sides that we have a clear and unquestionable

right '-to full and exclusive sovereioidy''^ as far north at least as the 49th

degree. That we ought exclusively to possess and enjoy the country up
to this j)oint. Those who are among the most elocjuent in magnifying the

horrors of war, and the prowess of Hngland, seem willing to demand what
they are pleased to term a "straight fence" on the 49th parallel north lati-

tude. iJut permit me to incpiire, sir, how we are to obtain even this, dur-

ing the continuance of the treaty of joint occupation? Jt is impossible. We
should violate the treaty by attempting it. Great Britain must and will use

the whole and every j)art of the country, in common with us, so long ojj

this treaty exists. We cannot prevent it. And she will never negotiaie

upon a fair and e(|uilable butis until this notice be given and the treaty
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