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not one of these negToet hai gone north. I repeat there are outcroppinn
of these oppressions everywhere in this country, but they show themsclve*
most where the negroes are in the largest numbers. But all of this the
negro is perfectly willing to endure, and they all may be classed ai the
secondary cause of this great exodus.
The primary cause is economic. The storms and floods of last July

and August destroyed practically all crops in a large part of the South
and especially in the Black Belt section. These people are hungry they
are naked, they have no corn and had no cotton, so they are without food
and clothes. What else can they do but go away in search of work'
There are a great many wealthy white men here and there throughout
the Black Belt section. They have large plantations which need the ditches
cleared and new ones made to properly drain their farms. They could
have given work to these destitute people; but what have they done"
Nothing. They say that it is a pity for the negro to go away in such
large numbers, and so it is, but that will not stop them. They have it
in their power to stop them by making the negro's economic condition better
here.

Thus ftr the average white man of the South has been interested in
the negro from a selfish point of view; he must now become interested
in him from a humanitarian point of view. He must be interested in his
educational, moral and religious welfare. We know that we have many
Ignorant, vicious and criminal negroes which are a disgrace to any people
but they are ignorant because they have not had a chance. Why I know
one county in this State today with 10.000 negro children of school age
and only 4.000 of these are in school, according to the report of the Super-
intendent of Education. We can not expect ignorant people to act like
intelligent ones, and no amount of abuse will make them better.
Sometimes we hear it said that the white man of the South knows the

negro better than anybody else, but the average white man of the South
only knows the ignorant, vicious and criminal negro better than anybody
else. He knows little of the best class of negroes. I am glad to say
however, that there are a few southern white men who know the better
class, and know them intimately, and are doing what they can to better
the negro's condition. I would to God that the number of these few could
be increased a hundredfold.'

I

R. R. Wright, President of the Georgia State Industrial Col-
lege for Negroes, in a discussion of the causes of the migration
movement stated that it is undoubtedly true that the hi^
wages offered is the main cause. There are other aiding causes,
however, for this movement besides low wages.

Naturally the negro is peculiarly adapted to a southern cli-
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