
THE VA(iAlU)ND

cliaii^'o (.f w(>r<ls. At the stati<.ii, cnnvdea with re-

tuininjr M.i.liii- aii'l iiw<.iiiinjr suj.plics, \w k-ft hor

witli .Manns Auivlius wliiU- lie luul thu liurscs c-n-

traiii.Ml. Ill tlio car, she iiiMstt-.l in vain that the

w.Min.l.Ml olHc-tTS shui.M n-n.ain ^.'atr.l whik- she

stuu.i, f..r insist. n.-c meant tl.at every i-ia.-e wniKl he

vacant. Thev knew hy her vniee that slie was a Vir-

^nnian, an.l ih.'V pn^.^MJ that >he was r.'tnrning to

some aevastate<l phmtation. She feh the mnte expres-

sion of their sympathy l»y look an-l action. The Vajra-

h<.n.l, ^n-own'pah', his hps tightly compresse.l, \yas

wi.liing that two of the passengers might ni-ver arrive

at tlieir statit>n.

Wlien he assisted her to alight, an.l again when he

assisted her to mount F..lly. he coiild not have spoken

if he would. His throat seemed in a vise, and his head

was diz/.v from his heart's fast heating. His ears were

awaiting the ominous warning that she could go the

rest of the way alone, whi<h did n<.t come. Her man-

ner was as preoccupied as his, and he took silence for

consent, lioth stared into space, the horses choosing

their own gait. Every step was marking off a second

of the few minutes left to him. When they were so

near that a d../.en rods farther would show them the

t..ps of the trees of Lanleyton, he made his cast.

"Ih.voyou! I love you! I cannot wait! I must

know!" he cried.

Slowly she turned her face toward him. It was

radiant with the smile that had heen the ^Nlocca of his

fancv. Slu' held out her hand. Xo words could he

fraught with such grace as the confessh.n of one whose

hatti^' against her affection had been its noblest justi-

fication.
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