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are worth more than we are selling tiien
for, and we are selling them to the firs
corner at an upset prIce, why does he ne
put Borne rneney into them ?

Mr. LANCASTER. Does the hon,_min
Ister want to disqualify the hon. member ?

Mr. OLIVER. Dues my hon. friend, as a
lawyer say that that wouid disquallfy blu
as a member of parliament ?

'Mr. LANCASTER. Certainly it would.
Mr. ARMSTRONG. Members on this aide

of the House do nlot get a look Into any of
these sales. I eau only say that lni dispos
Ing of these lands by private sale at upsel
prices flxed by the departmexit, the minister
is, actlng most unfalrly towards the Indiana
of thls country. Olnce I maae the remarks
I did a few daya ago, I have recelved let
ters from prornînent men lni dlfferent parts
of the country, ixrglng me to press on the
minister the necesslty of putting these lands
Up at public auction. It le time that the
mînister took an active Interest lni the In-
dian Departrnent and lnvestlgated every
part of It, because nlot only are the Indian
lands being squandered, but the Indiau
scbools are nlot being conduc-ted as they
ought te ha. Inste-ad of these people being
elevated and eniJghtened, se as te be fitted
to be cîtizens of the country, they are being
left prpeticaliy In darkness.

Mr. MILLER. When the hon. member for
East Lamibton (Mr. Armstrong) spoke on
this matter some. days ago, I toid him, and
I1 wIll now aay to the House, that lu the
northera part ef the ceunty of Bruce lands
of the character ha speaks ef have been put
up for sale at public auction at tax sales,
and after being advertised for menths lu
the newspapers have been sold, at les than
ten cents an acre. If the hon, gentleman
desires te speculate ln these lands, and the
hon. member for Lincoln (Mr. Lancaster )
thinks there would be any danger of hlm
being disqualified. If he purchased frorn the
governmeut, I thixXk I could take hlm to a
nelghbourhood where he could get Indien,
lands from private parties at lesa than ten
cents an acre and where, In purehaslng
thern ha weuld net run any risk of belug
disquallfled.

Mr. OLIVER. My hon. frieud frorn Est
Lambtou (Mr. Armstrong) bas entirely mis-
stated the position. What we hiave done lu
selllag Indian lands is thîs: Iu the n.orth-
ern parts of Ontario, where land la sold at
a fixed price to the flrst applîcant, It la sold
on settlement conditions ; and (I thlnk It ls
sound public pollcy te have that laud brougbt
under occupation whether the pnice be great
or small.

Mr. ARMSTRONG. How will that benefit
the Indian? e

Mr. OLIVER. The Indian gets the prîce
and the country gets whatever development

ithe land rnay be capable of. It la not the fault
t of either the Indien or the purchaser If the
t land la uot worth more or ls net capable of

development. There are small Islande lni the
Georgian bay, which, havlng beeu valued.
carefully, and being valued at lems, than $100
each, are aold te the flrst applicant at the
valuation,. because we have nlot considered

tit worth whlle te hold an auctlou sale for
lands of sucb small value. Islands valued
at more than $100 are sold elther by auction
sale or by tender. Lands ln the western
co.untry, which are va-luable for agricultural
purposes, are lnvariably sold by public
auction ?
t Mr. ARMSTRONG. Why should the
mînîster dispose e! any o!f the lands et the
Indians wlthout puttiug them up at public
sale ? The minister knows that he bas dis-
posed of scores e! Islands at a dollar
apiece. What sort ef valuation la 'that ?
The men whe pay a dollar apiece would
no doubt gladly pay five or ten dollars
aplece. A number o! the Islands might be
put up ut the same time at public auction.
I thlnk the mînister la dolng a very unfaîr
thlng towards the Indiana lu dîsposing o!
their lands lni the way he dees.

MTr. MILLiER. I would suggest that thxe
hon. member name some single instance and
-have It investlgated.

Mr. AbMSTRONG. -I arn satisfied that
the hon. member for South Grey knows fuil
well that a great deal ef thîs Indian land
la worth more than tan cents an acre. What
Is the need of dlaposlng o! it if that la ai!
that can ba got for it ? When you find tha
departrnent disposlng of over 500,000 acres
o! Indian lands at prîvate sale at upset
prîcea fixed by the department, sud dispos-
lng et quantitias ef Islands In the saute
manner, yeu cannot help feeling that they
have net been conducting the affaire of the
Indians lu a buaineas-like manner.

Mr. M. S. MoCARYIHY. Rl observe that a
part of thîs vote la fer clethlng. I suppose
that would Include clothlng for the Indiana
on the Sarcea reserve. How many Indiana
are on that reserve at the present tîme ?

Mr. OLJIVER. About 200.
'Mr. 'M. S. 'MoCARTHY. What la the area

ef the raserve ?
Mr. OLIVER. About three townships.
Mr. M. 8. McCARTHY. W-heu 1 brought

thîs matter up ln the House last session,
I was told by the minîster *that the Rev.
John McDougall had beeu negotiatlng with
these Indians with a view te gettlng from
them a Surrender of their lands. WilI the
hon. mînister tell me what success ha met
with, aud whether or.net the negetlatlouar
are being stîli carrled on ?

Mr. OLIVER. We abaolutely !alled to get
a surrander frem the..Indians. We have net
yet been able te brlng the negotiations te a
auccesaful conclusion. &
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