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runiors of fearful poverty. On nîly
arrivai, thoughi the Czar's officias-
j udge, clerlc, and policenen-were ail
very amiable, I f elt at once thuat tiiere
Wvas sometbiiiig queer in the village.

In most of thiese poorest bian?icts
thue i)Casants go away iii tue %vinter to
wvork ini the factories of the larger
towns. The younger nien often lea-ve
for good. But lucre ail were staying,
011 riglit tiirougli the wvinter; thev liad
clone this for years, and so -the popu-
lation hiac swveiied, thie land lîad growvn
poorer, andi nowv faminle wvas working,
sad havoc.

" Wiu d id tiîey stay'? Ail the faces
were cowed andi frigbitened; it seenied
to mie thev ail wvanted to tell mie
soniethiiug but wvere sulent for fear of
the Zemisky Natchalnik.

"As you nîay kçnoxv, tiîis Natchai-
ii is tue Czar's ' Inspector.' He

watches zemstvos and peasants alike.
H-e is the tyrant of the district. He
forces the peasants to elcct his
creatures for j udgre and cieî-k and
road-mlender. If any one opposes him
lie sirnply cails this pcrson a dangerous
conspirator andi thlrows imii without
trial into jail. Tue wise Russian iaw
provides that the Natchainik can lui-
prison a peasant without triai for oniy
three davs at a time, but I have known
cases wbÈere a troublesonie ' honest
governmnent ' peasant wvas put into jail
for three days, thien freed for three
hours, then put into jail again, and 50
on ~for wveeks.

"Thiis Natchainic 'had cowed -the
xvhoie village. In vain I wvent from
hut to but asking questions. Even at
midnighit I could not enter a -hut and
stay ten minutes before there would
come a rap at the door; in would
stride either the judge, the clerk, or
the policeman; and ut once the family
wvouid fali into gioomy silence-
grandparents, parents, and chiidren
ail staring straight before theni in
(11li,: Iopeiess ciread.

"I gave up and starteci for towii at
dayliit. About a mile out of the
village, iii a littie wood by the road-
side, sonie twentv peasaîits were hi-
dled togetiier taiking in lowv, tense,
angry voices. I aslced the driver of
niy siedige wvhat tliey were (bing.

"'Ol,' lie laughied, ' they're trying
to tlîink of sonie way to get rid of this
Zemisky Natcbainik. H-e bias a big
estate 'here and lie wvants the very
cheapest labýorers, and so -lie lias for-
bidden tue peasants to leave the vilZ
lage; lie knows tiîat in tiuis wvay tue
i)casalits must grow~ more and more,
and so tue wages lie pays can grow
less and iess, until they ail get to the
starving place wrhere a man can just
bareiy stand up and keep on wvorking.'

"Our sleigh hiad come up noise-
iessiy in tue deep snow; we stopped
behind a ciump of busiies and listeîîed,
but could hear nothIing intelligible.
Oniy over and over again the saine
1owv, indignant cry:

"' In the iext: village the barin
gives twvo rubies a day and here this
Natchalnik only gives liaif a rubie!'

I111 the villag' es iîear by I fouîîd
that nîany landiords heartiiy favorecl
this Natchalnik. He bad rnanaged in
their villages the saine sclienîe-for a
consideration. Thieir peasants wcre
aiso shut in and wvages liad already
dropped a hun7ldred per cent. One
landiord jovialiy remnarked: 'We are
living like eheese in butter.'

" On tue other *land the factory
enîployers in the nieighiboring towni
were groaning for jack of worknien.
They had tried bard to break the
Natchalnik's economie quarantine, but
every effort wvas useless, for the Rus-
sian law provides that flic Natchlnik
may f orbid any suspected peasant to
roamn ont of the district. This slirewd
officiai hiad sinipiy applied the iaw
whoiesaie.

"This Na-tciiainik is oniv, tue out-
iuost of the Czar's bureaucracy. They
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