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facturers of cotton cloth and other
goods. Japan lias already 1,250,-
ooo spindles busy, and every ship
leaving Vancouver, Tacona, or
San Francisco, lias a considerable
cargo of raw cotton for the cotton
nills of Japan, which draw a part
of their supply from India and
China. As Bombay lias already
proven a great rival of Manchester,
and manufactures the cotton of
India into cloth without sending
the raw material to England as for-
merly, so doubtless both Japan and
China will by means of cheap
labour successfully compete with
England in the manufacture of
many articles needed by the people
of Eastern Asia. But as the rest
of the world will continue to need
the tea and silk of Eastern Asia,
so the higher forms of civilization
among the people of those coun-
tries will lead to articles of manu-
facture which only the highly
skilled labour of England and Am-
erica can produce. Africa will for
a long time need lier cotton cloth,
but may not India and Japan sell
it cheaper ?

The trade of Great Britain is,
after all, largest witl lier own
colonies. Since she annihilated
the fleets of Spain and France at
Trafalgar sle lias been mistress of
the ocean ; and Holland, thouglh
deprived by England of Ceylon and
the Cape, ranks next to lier (while
far below lier) witli colonial pos-
sessions amounting to an area of

688,00o square miles and a popu-
lation of 26,841,000. Germany is
aspiring of late to be a colonizing
nation, and within ten years has
annexed several groups of islands
in the Pacific, and witl England
and Holland lias appropriated New
Guinea witli its 3oo,ooo square
miles of territory. The English
flag flies over 28,326,ooo tons of
the world's trade. Fully .77 per
cent. of the vessels which pass
through the Suez Canal carry the
British fiag.

Possibly much of British com-
merce may pass from Great Britain
to her colonies, in whose railways
and other industries the home
country lias invested nearly four
billions of dollars, or as much as
lier whole national debt. London
and Manchester and Birmingham
capitalists may hereafter live thou-
sands of miles from the sound of
their spindles and anvils, but it will
be the same British flag which will
protect their industries. The idea
of Imperial Federation, so popular
in soie quarters, is not meeting
with universal favour, althoughî
iiiany acknowledge the advantages
of having a common flag and the
protection of England's powerful
navy. When Australia sees in a
single year that lier total trade is
double per head that of the whole
trade of Great Britain, she is mucli
influenced by the motto of Sir
Henry Parkes, " Australia for Aus-
tralians."

While Federation lias not been
brouglt about in Australia as it lias
been in Canada, it may be con-
sidered as a possibility in the not
remote future.

As in Canada the spirit of An-
nexation weakened as the spirit of
Federation grew. So it may be in
the Soutlern Pacific colonies, that
loyalty to the British flag will be in-
tensified rather than diminislied
with the federation of the different
colonies into one dominion. While
Imperial Federation may not be
realized, yet Great Britain is in no
danger of losing any of lier col-
onies in the Pacific ; but it is pro-
bable that she will continue her
liberal policy toward them, and re-
tain their abiding love for the old
flag, and defend them with her
men-of-war. Every war that Eng-
land lias had since Cronwell's
time, especially with Holland and
France, lias been influenced by lier
colonial policy. After losing lier
most prosperous colony during the
Revolutionary War, she bas been


