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-TOilice, 186 Jamues St., Erat.

JA31ES B. STEEN.
Publiser

The Commercial certainly enjoy8; a very much
larger circulatiion amon g the busi1ness communsty
of the country belivei ,aZl Superior and the
Pacijîc Coust, £han aîry othcr pape? in. Canada,
daily or iweekly. By a thorough system, of per.
sonal solicitation, carried out arrnually, thica'our-
iral has been placeil upon the de8ks of thre grcat
majority of business men in thre vast district dès-
ignated above, aerd includiirg iroritwst Ont-
aria, thre provinc.es of Mjanitoba and Britesh
Columbida, and thre terrilories of Assiniboirz
Adlberta and Saskatlchewan. The Commercial
aleo reachus thre leading icholesale, commission,
manufadiuring and jierancral ho2uses of Eustern
Cai.ula.

WINNIPEG, MAXY 29, 1893.

Orîgini of Fife wlieat.
(Jrowing ont of the discussion regarding the

origin of Fife vrheat, Tuia OomnaRc&L was re.
ferred ta a Mr. Fife, of r'eterboro, Ontaria, as
one able ta give soma information upon the
subject. Mr. Fife writes as iollows:

In reply. ta your eecjuiry about the introduc-
tion o! Fife wheat my rernembraro o! it in
as iollaws-

David Fife, of the township of Otoniabee, in
the countjy o! Poterboro, Ont., was a Scotch-
marn, bora la the town of Kincardino, on the
Fritir o! Forth, and camne tu the township of
Ot.orabea with his parents and brothers in 18120.

About 1845 or 1846 ie was ia coi respondence
%vlth a friend ifs Glasgow, Scothnud. who was
interested in unloading shipe that bi ought in
wireat from diffdrent parts o! the wol,1. ta that
port. Tis friend sent nmre wheat ta David
Fife, of Otonabee, that watt taken fromr a bhip
that camne froar the city of Dansic, ia Russia,
on thre V3acksea.

This grain was sown by Mir. Fife, and tho
produce !rom thisi wva aima sownanmd rapidly
carne ioafavor. It was not aubject ta iust,
und wis moro productive than other variation
of whbeat then grown. li'r. Fife tried ta give it
thre namo Daasic whcat., and sometimes Russian
%vheat, but these names ilid îlot becomo gent.
lal. Tho ueigirborit. and others at a distanco,
gave it the namne Fife whcat. I rerneiriber an
articlo written about tiret time in an rigriculttur.
el paper by the lato George Esason, wbo was a
neigirbor of Mr. lFife', iu which ho claimcd
tire rame Fife %zhrrst ahucld hc the namne
which thitt çai csy thauid bé designal.ed. as a
rightfal ironor ta cite nman who introducodl the
sced andi made its supErtority known. Thicia-
riety o! wheat rapidly camee loto laver through-
out Ontario, and socn 3preati inoa the western
States.

Il any o rhould. atk fur proof tiret the
wheat now groviDg in Manitoba is obtainoti
front thRet grain initroduced andi propogateti hy
.Nr. Fife, it might not ire forthCOMIng, as I arn
not awaro tiret amy ona keeps a record lika a

herd book or any otirer kegistor, but I have no
douht but iL la.

I may eay tiret this famrily ai ifes stick to
the clan and sbire naine, atnd speli tiroir naine
Fife anrd not Fyfe, au snome pîeuple la ManIitoba
do.

1 reniain,
Youre recpoctfuliy,

J. A. FIE. M.D. ,
Poterbora, Ont.

floterÎons Adulterants,
The Mejlical lVoZrd, in ani article on ridultera-

tion, saya. Simple adulteration is no' likely ta
bo quito as barmini as is tia employaient ai
powerful antiseptia agente fui' the purposo or
preventing certain fards fr-arn docompotition.
The probiem liras not yet been solved of finding
a harmtes preservative agent, excepting coin.
mon sait. ivooti amoko and thre action ai he&t.
Praminont amoog tire powerful preservativo
chernicais, and the one morrt comnmonly rîceti. in
salicylia acid. It iseoxtensively rrmed ta lcep
certain inalt liquors. eider andi artificial drinku.

Iis aima used ta preserve a large variety af
canmed fonds. especially vegetahies Tinest arti-
clos cau aIl ho preservcd îvrthout rts use, but
tire procesees are somewhat oxpensive andi diill-
cuIt; boncs the resort ta the cheaper tun. casier
methad. It in occasionaily used la certain
dietary preparations iii quaritities sutii-ient
ta preserve thein. So bevere i2s4mlicylie
rr.id'a action upon thre coat ci tire stema.
arcir, producing great irrititiare andi fouIl gas-
trie catair, tIret it la now seldom îrescribed at

Th~ie Driiggist's Circulai- aia' %vrite3 arr tire
saine subjeot. In roferenc5 te adrilterateti
ottgar it says rentwed attention ie caltlei ta tire
aimait universil practice ors tlrc part of man-
ufacturers of tinting r:fiod sugeir with ultra
marine. or ather bitte pigments or dycs. This
franduient practico, iveli krown t-) st.r lents ai
adulteration, enahits th*~ refiéer ta suppiy at
moderato cast, a demand, roMl or fancied, for
extrerneiy white sug-ir. ''ie masoneso thre
public are tao apt ta jurlgeof the valrre of aeu
foodi atuffi by tire appearance a.rlv, andi makeo
no effect ta as-.er!ain hoiw tic resuit thcy des*ro
is attendeL

The pigmerrt ganeraiiy usoti for this purpzse.
as already mentioned. is theo artificial minerai
substance knawn ai ultramrrine, a suiphur coin
potunc, tic precisîr nature af 'vhich le riot fuîiy
rrnderstaooi. Tit t liras sorna medici action
may readuly lio inierrcl freirn the prescace la it
ai mupiirur,an elcmnt mrre active lar-hape thau
it ir pnpularly supposed ta hc. So far as %va
uon le-irn, tis inference lias nlot been disprnved,
andi aven if a scientifie eamrnt*ion shouiti de
cida thàt it was harmiese. individuais might
etili abject ta being ded with blio peint when
tirey demaod aniy sugar. Aniline dyce are aise
seiti ta be uisai for tire si'ne purpase, and sonie
o! those at luist are dangeraus.

J. WV. Harris, ascsement comnmissioner fur
%Vinnipeg, reports bis completion of thre assess-
ment raIls for 1893. He siys:-Tho real piro.
perty ameessment for tUns year arnouuts ta
SIS.603,910, as agsinst $17.S15.450 far lest
yer, showing an mer-case of tlrc quarters ai o,
million dollars <$75S,460) uprin r-cal estate.
Tis la duo prisicipally ta tire erction ai netv
buildings andi gencral improvemonts madie
throughant tIre différent wards, andt is a fair
andi roliabie ;odcxt oi thre sub3tantiel growtir a!
tire city. Tire buildings alono raise tire assesa-
ment over hall a million dollars, %r'hilo tire
eight inease la tire assesnent o! ]aîrd o!
about a quarter ai a million dollars eau bie at-
tributeti mainly ta the extension of tire streot
railwy ines, reand otirer imp ovomtents ai r.
public nature Lestyear aur personai property
:ressiment iras 82,492.650. Tho aseesîincat
hias by act o! perliament been dono away witlr.
andi au assentiment knowrr as a 1'business; taxi"

barret prinuipally upon tire annuel rentai
valut ut tiré promises u8eri, for brusirness pur.
poses, substituteti tirerefor. l'ire ainaunts
ulion iviiicir tis business tax is ta hé peiti
have, ae prescribeti hy legislotive eneotmrent,
ali beeu capitalizeti ini erre a nianner tiret tire
rate oi taxation struck by tire council cun be
eîîplied ta thrs items in the sanie mannor as ta
the r6el csae ussessmertt. A comparison

an therofore ho mnade between thIs andi thîr
former persoirci property îrîsessment for
iviicli ir as subslituited. It armounts ta
$3,019,410, slîowing au increaso of abourt
irai! a million dollars. ar oquivaient ta an
inucre lu tho revenue af thre city ftom. tis
source about $10,000. Thero la elwrys a
possibiiity af lobs irr tire collection of taxes.-
fr-ar personel pr-operty assessmnents; and as tire
neîv systoîn af a businees te6x ln applied. ta a
great meîry more peraons than, iras the former
personal p opsrty arseeemeirt, it in reesonabla
tg assaume tirat lasses in collection af those taxes,
aviirg ta parties leaving tire eity andi from aUner
caurses wmît be correspondingly increasoti. It la
tirer.!f ire perirape well to cousider the ec'cess
framn this line af assessmerît more ai a margin
o! safety tien as actual increase in tira revenure
ai tre city. Aft3r makingaIlireasonuble aliow-
mece for lames tirt May accur la getting tis new
8scer into %varýing order, I think it is quite
ale ta assume tir.t the revenue o! tire city %vli
tventziaiiy hoe largely inoreaieti as a resuit ai
tis change. As ta tire practicai working ont
ai thé myâtom, it is yet too emniy a daté la its
iristory for tire expression ui a positive opinion
upon its mnirts. Tlhie exeimptions amount te
$4,310,00D. The population of tire city tots.'s
32,037, an inere.-se ni aearly thrce thousand
<2.835) ovar tire figutrest o! 1-.st.year. 1 wotnlt
reripeccfully request tirat for tire accommoda-
tion ai tire ratgpayers tIre r-ai as nenrai bo left
un rny cire unil aiter thre close ai thé court ai
revrarun."

The 'Whi,8koy Trust Bust.
Five o! tire largeat distiliers havé %withdrawn

fromt tire Cattie Feeding Distilling Coany in
tire Unoitedi States. One aio tire distillera mays :
"VI%e mer-yod Irîticeoan Sneturday on tire company
that thé lece iras bectr cauccdileti, and wu im.
mcdiately took possession ai tire distilleries and
wiii irercafter operate tlrcm i- aur on marne
anrd inniependent af thé whisky trust. We
%aIl p4ddtie aur owa canne and supply tire trado.
B. ' . Beistin, for tire Mainhattan ; John H.
Francis for tire Peorie, and H. andi J. Scirma.
bacher, for tire Nortirera Distilliag C.)mpany,
have aIl taken ulînilar mctionr andi wiii hercaftoi'
operate tiroir distilleries indepenticut of tIre
trust. Tacro ara iîly$100.000 duethesocom.
companies for rent andi thero iras no other
course leftis. These fire hanses are tire lrgest
and bieet la tiré country. Tiéy have a ttai
capacir.y o! 16.000 irusîrels, anti are capable a!
meanuiactrrring S0,000 gallons of spirits every
day. %Va believa tIret tirs result ai tire litige.
tien pending anti instituteti by tIre attorney-
gnciai will cenlt iii tic fanfeiture of tire cher.
ter ai tire Distiliing andi (attle Footing coin-
p.sny. na short wea think tire trust is bust."

'F'rigli Rates and Trafic N.atters.
T.ire Montrcai Tie Bulletitt af May 19 maya:

"Grain freigrt.- have becu -very quiet tis
veck, ship agents being disappoitcd aver rire
tar3y demnd for space, Liverpool rates being
dama 31 te a s6.1 andi la 9di. Glasgow in
quoteti 1s 3d ta la 6d, Lundon 2s ta 2e 3d. andi
thre Continent 2s Zd. SIicloler 7a 6a ta
Liverpool anti GIalgov andi at 9a Gdi ta 103
Luondon. Provisions, 12a 5d,to 15s, botter anti
circese 20a Livcrpo, Lndonanti Giangow, anti
25j ERiiîtic.. Bey ý25a Liverpool, andt 35a
Bristol: Cattie spaco iacalboom Laiton et 453
ta Liverpool anti Gîsegor ad 40s ta Bristol,
Deala 33à te 37a 6-3. E ' gs 1Ià L.verpool.
Wheat tirrongi ta Montreal frarn Chicago in
quoteti nt 5je, anticoa b2c. Frara Fort WVil-
lieam tire rate in nominal. at 7jre."
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