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WINNIPEG, MAY 29, 1893,

Origin of Fife Wheat.

Growiog out of the discussion regarding the
origin of Fife wheat, Turg COMMERCIAL was re-
ferred to a Mr. Fife, of Ieterboro, Ontatio, as

one able to give some information upon the
subject. Mr. Fife writes as follows :—

In reply. to your ecquiry about the introduc-
tion of Fife wheat my remembrance of it is
as follows:— . .

David Fife, of the township of Otonabee, in
the county of Peterboro, Ont., was a Scotch-
man, born in the town of Kincardine, on the
Frith of Forth, and came to the towaship of
Otonabeo with his parents and brothers in 1820.

About 1845 or 1846 he was in cotrespoadence
with a friend ia Glasgow, Scotland, who was
interested in uoloadiog ships that bioughtin
wheat from different parts of the wo:ld to that
port. This friend sent aome wheat to David
Fife, of Otonabee, that was taken from a ship
that came from the city of Dansic, in Russia,
on the Black sea.

This grain was sown by Mr. Fife, aod tho
produce from this was also sown and rapidly
came ipto favor. It was not subject to tust,
snd was more productive than other varictics
of wheat then grown. Mr. Fife tried to give it
tne name Dansic wheat, and sometimes Russian
wheat, but these names did not becomo gene-
1al.  The veighbors, and others at a distance,
gave it the name Fife wheat. I remember an
article written about that time in an sgricultur-
sl paper by the late Georgo Essson, who was a
neighbor of Mr. VFife's, in which he claimed
the zamo Fife wheat shoald be the name by
which thut varicty should be desigoated, asa
rightfal honor to che man who iatroduced the
sced and mado its superiority known, Thio va-
riety of wheat rapidly came into favor through-
out Qatario, and socn spread into the western
states,

1t any ono should ask for proof that the
wheat now growing in Manitoba is obtained
from that grain introduced and propogated by
Mr, Fifc, it might not be forthcoming, as Iam
not awarc that any ono keeps a record like o

herd book or any other tegister, but I have no
doubt but it is.

I may eay that this family of Iifes stick to
the clan and shire name, and spell their naine
(Il*‘ifc and not Fyfe, as sume people in Manitoba

0.
I remaio,
Yours respectfully,
J. A, Fire, M.D,,
Peterboro, Oat.

Delsterious :Adultaranl;s.

The Medical World, inan article on adultera-
tion, says. Simple adulteration is not likely to
be quito as barmful as is tho employment of

powerful antisoptic agerts fur the purposo of
preventing certain foods from decomposition,
“Lhe problem has not yet been solved of fiading
a harmless preservative uﬁent, excepting com.
mon salt, wood smoke aad the action of heat.
Prominont amouvg the powerful preservative
chemicals, and the one most commonly used, is
salicylio acid, It is extensively uzed to keep
certain malt liquors, cider and artificial drinks,
It is also used to preserve a large variety of
canned foods, eapecially vegetables These arti-
cles cav all be preserved without it3s use, but
the processes are somewhat expensive and dithi-
cult; hence the resort to the cheaper anc casier
method. It is occasionally used in certain
dietary preparations in quantities suffizient
to preserve them. So severe is salicylic
acid’s actioa upon the coat of the stom.
arch, producing great icritition and finall gas-
tric catarrh, that it is now seldom prescribed at
all. :
The Drugyist's Circular also' writes on the
same subject. Io referencs to adulterated
sugat it says rencwed attestion is called to the
almost uaniversal practice on the part of man.
ufacturers of tinting r:fined sugar with ultra

matiae, or other blue pigmeants or dyes. This
fraudulent practico, well knowa t> a%u lents of
adulteration, enables th2 refiaer to supply at
moderate cost, a demand, real or fancied, for
oxtremely white sugar. ‘The masses of the
public are too apt. to judge of the valuc of even
food stuffs by the appearance oaly, and make
no effect to assertain how the result they desire
is attendel.

The pigment ganerally used for this purpose,
as already mentioned, is the artificial mineral
substance knowa asultramarine, a sulphur com
pound, the preciso nature of which is not fully
understood. That it has some wmedical action
may readily be inferred from the preseace ia it
ot suplhur,an element more active parhaps than
it ic popularly sapposed to be. So faras we
can Jearn, this inference hasnot been disproved,
and even if a scientific commisiion should de
cide that it was harmless, individuals might
atill object to being dosed with blue paint when
they demaad only sugar. Aniline dyes aro also
said to be used for the sime purpose, and some
of these at least are dangerous.

-G

Winnipeg Growing,

J. W. Harris, assessment commissioner for
Winbnipeg, reports his complotion of the assess-
ment rolls for 1893. He says:—The real pro.
perty assessment for this year amouuts to
$18.603,910, as agsinst $17.845,450 for last
year, showing an increase of three quarters of 9,
million dollars (3755,460) upon real cstate.
This is due principally to the erection of new
buildings and general improvemonts made
throughout the different wards, and is a fair
and reliable Sudex of the substantial growth of
the city. The buildings alono raise tho assess-
ment over half a million dollars, whilo the
elight increase in the assessincat of land of
about a quarter of a millicn dollars can be at-
tributed mainly to the extonsion of the street
railway lines, and other imp ovements of &
public nature Last ycar our persoaal property
assessment was §2,452.6530. Tho asscsyment
has by act of parliament been done away with,
and an asscszment known as a ** business tax,”

bagsed principally upon tho annual rental
value of the promises used for business pur-
poscs, substituted therefor. The amounts
upon which this business tax is to be paid
have, as preacvibed by legislative enactment,
oll beon capitalized in such a manuer that the
rate of taxation struck by the council can be
applied to these items in the same manner as to
tho reml estate assessments. A comparison
can thereforo bo made botween this and the
former personal property ussessment for
which it was substituted, It amouats to
$3,019,410, showing aa increase of about
half & million dollars, or equivalent to an
increass in tho revenue of the city from this
source about $10,000. Thero is always a
possibility of loss in the collection of taxes -
from personal propsrty assessments; and as the
now systen of o business tax isapplied to a
great many more peraons than was the former
personal p oparty asessment, it i3 reasonabls
o assume that losses in collection of these taxes,
owing to parties leaving the city and from other
causes witl be correspondiogly increased. It is
ther.fire perhsps well to consider the ovcess
from this lino of assessment more a3 a margin
of safety thau as actual increase in the revenue
of the city. Aftsc making all reasonuble allow-
acce for Jogs that may occur in getting this new
system into working order, I think it is quite
safe to assume that the reveaue of the city will
eventaally be largely increased as a result of
this change. Ag to the practical working out
of the systom, it is yet too carly 2 date in its
history for the expression of a pasitive opinion
upon its merits. The exemptions amount to
$4.310,000. The population of the city tota's
32,037, an increrse of nearly three taousand
(2.835) over the figures of last.year. I would
respectfully request that for the accommoda.
tion of the ratspayers the rolls as usual be left
in my cire until after the close of the court of
revision.”

The Wniskey‘ Treust Bust.

Five of the largest distillars have withdrawn
from the Cattle IFeeding Distilling Company in
the United States. Ono of the distillers says :
¢ We gerved natice on Saturday on the company

that the lease has been cancelled, and wo im-
mediately took possession of the distilleries and
will hereafter operato them ir our own name
and independent of the whisky trust. We
will psddle our own canos and supply the trade. ,
E. 8. Eastin, for the Manhattan; Joha H
Francis for the Peoria, and H. and J. Schwa.
bacher, for the Northern Distilling Company,
have all taken similar action and will kereafter
operate their distilleries indepondent of the
trast. There are fully $10D,000 due these com-
compaoies for rent and there was no other
course lefsus.  These five honses aro the largest
and best in the country. “They have a total
capacity of 16,000 bushels, and are capable of
manufacturiog §0,000 gallons of spirits overy
day. We believe that the result of tho litiga.
tiou pending and instituted by the attorney-
general will sesult in the forfeiture of the char-
tee of the Distilling aud Cattle Feeding com-
pany. Io short we think the trust is buat.”

Freight Bates and Traffic Matters.

‘The Montreal 7'rade Bulletin of May 19 sayas:
“Greain freigats have been ~very quiet this
weck, ship agents being disappointed over tha
tardy demaad for space, Liverpou! rates being
down 31 to 1s 61 and 1s 9d. Glasgow is
quoted 15 3d to 1s 6d, London 2s to 23 3d, and
the Continent 23 3d. Sack four 7s 63 to
Liverpool and Glasgow auvd at 93 6d to 10s
London. Provisions, 123 5d to 15s, butter and
cheese 203 Liverpool, London and Glasgow, and
255  Riitel. "Hay 23s Liverpool, aud 35s
Bristol: Cattle space has beon taken at 45s
to Liverpool and Glasgow and 40s to Bristol.
Deals 35s to 37s Gd. KEgzgs 153 Liverpool.
Wheat through to Montreal from Chicago is
quoted at §3c, and cora bic.  From Fort Wil-
liam the rate is nominal at 742.”




