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shape of six masts and their sails, and will carry a crew of l

twenty men. It will in fact be a solid ship with no hold, or
all hold and all cargo if that view is preferred.  Twenty-five

and giving an advance of wages to almost every trade in the
city, The workmen may be said to have gained substantially
cverything that they asked, and most of their demands were

thousand spruce trees and innumerable smaller picces of piling | merely vague and would not have come (o anything, or could
are to form a mass 600 fect long, §4 fect wide, and 38 feet .

deep.  Whether she will make her voyage in safety remains to
be seen, but the trial is to be made in the early summer.  She
will not have many prayers for her success from the schooners
which are in the business of carrying phing to market. A
question has been raised, whether the spruce trees are nut saw
logs and thus liable to export duties, but My Rolxrison clanas
that they are really piing and thus exempt frum dut) and
he says that the custum authunties at Juggos agree in his
view,

.

THE committee of the Senate of Canada, which is now con-
ducting an cnquiry into the capabilities of the Mackenzie
River basin, is obtaining much interesting and vatuable infor-
mation as (o that enormous water system and the extensive
district which it drains. Some of the witnesses have spoken
particularly of the timber to be found in the region. As
might be expected from its northerly situation there are a few
timber trces for a long distance from the mouth of the river.
Further south on the main river and its affluents on this side
of the Rocky Mountains there scem to be rather extensive
forests but chiefly of a nature that makes them of cumparatively
little commercial importance though they would be amply
sufficient tosupply local requitements.  On the large rivers that
run into the Mackenzie from the westward breaking through
the Rocky Mountains the case is different.  There are on their
banks fine forest of the character of those on the Pacific coast
and the excellent timber they can supply could be conveyed
great distances by this gigantic water system to the settlers of
the district.  But that concerns a_distant future.

‘THE statutory power that is asked by the Dowminion Admin-
istration of rescinding by order in countil the export duty un
saw logs and shingle bolts, is in addiuen to the power they
previously had of remgving or reducing our nnporl duty on
lumber, if the United ‘States would consent to reciprocate in
this manner.  The new power is to facilitate such a bargain
for the benefit of both countries. It is indeed of considerable
practical importance as congress has been asked if it removes
the lumber duty to make it apply only to countries which do
not imposc an export duty on saw logs.  If legislation in the
United States takes this shape we will be prepared for it

Ix the United States Congress Mr. Mills' tariff bill has been
cxpo«:d to the influence of the procrasunating methods in
vogue on the eveof a Presidential election, and a discussion of
it has been avoided in the House, though not n the press.
tis indeed very doubtful what its fate may be even if any
dction is taken m regard to it.  The whole tanfi question 15
indeed full of pitfalls for the poliumans.  They treat the sub-
jeet -very cautiously and are very likely to postpone any
decision.  But though there may be a pause till after a
President is elected, there is evidently a growing de~ire for a
redugtion or repeal of some of the duties which are yielding
a yevenue that is positively eiabarrassing frum its magnitude.
As'in Mr. Mills’ bill lumber is in most of these propositions
one of the articles to e placed on the free list, and there is
far less opposition now to the suggestian than there was a few
years ago. There is every probability that before very long
the United States import duty on Canadian lumber will be
totally removed.

Ix the last number of this journal reference was made tothe
trouble then existing between the Builders' Exchange and the
_Bricklayers’ Union, of Hamiiton, which for a time almost
entirely put a stop to buikhing operations throughout the city.
The history of the affair has been furnished THE LuMBERMAN

. by a thoroughly reliable correspondent, which is as follows:

“ Mr. W. Hancock owns a quarry an which union laborers
were employed, but they refused to work ten hours a day and
he discharged them and employed non-union men.  The other
union laborers in the aty then refused to handle his stone,
although all the other quarries in the aty were non-union, and
then Mr, Hancock sct about orgamaing the Builders' Exchange,
which when in running order fell in hne with his wishes, and
without hearing from the other side at all, proclaimed a luck-
out of all trades until the laborers agreed to handle the stone.
This a good many cunsider was very unjust, as the laborers, as
was afterwands assertained, were not supported by the other
unions until after this action, and even then only by the Brick-

Jdayers’ Union. The .whole matter was eventually settled a

weck ago by the comrmctors.again following - Hancock's lead
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have been settled by arbitrntic a had the exchange not taken
the stand they did.  The settfement arrived ot has undoubted.
Iy lowered jts prestige and will make it much harder to settle

i

atters next year unless some of the more level-headed of the

cuntractors take matters into thair wwn handsand guabout it in
a business like way and leave vut the Lutldozing.  The general
impressivn amung the more sensible builders is that they will
i future steer cdear of the prinate quarrels of any of their
members, as it tumal vut un lwoking decper into the matter,
that the aggrieved quarryman had actually made money by the
whole business, and in fact, with the assistance of the hot.
headed ones of the party, carried matters pretty much as he
pleased for a while. There are no changes to speak of in
lumber here.  There are still prospects of a fair year's building,
but nothing like wh'\t would have been but for lhc trouble
above referred to.”

- .

LUMBER TAXATION.
REFERRING to our remarks 1n a late ;ssue of THE LUMBER.
MAN, anent iumber taxatior 1n the province of New Brunswick,

; and in reply to our erquiry for further information, the

Miramichi .Lfvance, uraally well informed on such matters,
replies as follows :

‘“ The Crown Land policy of the New Brunswick Govern-
ment is complained of because it has direstly affected
those actually engaged in th+ lumber business, mill owners
being the chief sufferers. 8+ we understand the matter in the
upper provinces the crown *.mber lands are held in perpetuity.
That is, the lessee holds Lis limits indefinitely, so0 long as he
complies with the regulations of the Department. That being
s0, a large interest in these lands is acquired by third parties—
capitalists—who make advances to the limit-holders, their
security being the latter’s tunure of the lands, and, therefore
dependent on the stability of the Government regulations.
The Government of Quebec and—we believe—that of Ontario,
also, have increased the mileage and stumpage charges, which,
of course, lessons the value of these lands to those who have
treated thein as a security for moneys advanced to the
uperators, )

*¢ Capitalists who make investments in connection with the
trade in this section of New Brunswick do not sccure them.
selves in the lands held by lessees, for the tenure of the latter
is for a fixed period—ien years—at the end of which the
*limits’ are open to general competition.  The capital in-
vested is, therefore, in mills, booms, facilities for moving
lumber, such as steamers, barges, scows and other plant con.
nected with the business.  The cause of complaint with us is
that the time when our Jargest permanent investments were
made in these facilities fur carrying on the business, there was
no reason to believe that the Government tax on Crown Land
lumber would be cven one half what it is at the present time.
Not only 0, lut the utterances of members of the Govern-
ment at that time, in the legislature, were calculated to create
the belief that the then’ enisting
rather than increased.  We refer to a period about fifteen
years ago when an annual allowance of $150,000 a year was
arranged for between the Dominion and local governments, to
be paid by the latter (15 the former, in contideration of New
Branswick relinquishing her right to levy export duty, That
arrangement reheved. the trade of the provincial export tax of
twenty cents per thousand sup. feet on all merchantable lumber,
and the Qovernment of the day claimed great credit for the
*boon’ it had secured for the lumbermen. They showed
that they had gainced for the public treasury some $75,000 a
year more than the province had realized from the export duty
and could afford to make things easier than formerly for the
lumber industry.

¢ New Brunswick was, under these circun:stances, a pro-
mising ficld for lumber operations on Crown Lands. Thers
was no stumpage tax, the only charge being $6 per square
mile for the land, which was held -from -year to year, only,
subject to annual public sale.

** Unfortunately, however, for those whose operations were
on Crown Lands, as those of the Nosthern Countiex of New
Branswick were, and are sull, immcense blocks of the best
lumber Jands of the province had been granted, absolutely, to
land and railway companies, as well as 10 private individuals,
cither for about fifty cents per acre, or as subsides for the con-
struction of certain railways  To show the relative positions
of the Northern and Southern sections of the province in re-
spect of their !ands, we group the four Northern Counties
together and 2lso the four largest Southern Counties for the
sake of comparison—not from the ‘statistics of fifteen years
ago. as we would like to- do, but-those of- 1877, which are the
only ongs we have at hand—and we firid the.following ;-

rates would be decreased’
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-account.

Total Acres Crotwn Land

Restigouche R
Gloucester J 7,372,885 2,174,774 5,198,111

Granted

Northum'd

4,922,460 3,196,298 1,726,172

Charlotte

**The greater part of the acres granted in the second or
southern group were n the hands of land and railway com-
pantes or pledged to them in 1873, and as these lands had
been selected by the owners because they were the best lumber
lands of the province, it was natural that the government
should be encouraged by the representatives of those counties
to crease the taxation on Crown lands lumber, in order that
the value of that on the privatelands might Le cnbanced,
And we may say that the rest of the province is practically
against the four northern counties in this matter, for the geven
counties not included in the above groups, although their
aggregate acreage is only 5,052,010, had but 1,705,118 of it
remaining in possession of the Crawn in 1877. Increased
provincial expenditure was soon made a plea for increasing the
taxation on lumber, and it will not, therefore, be wondered at
that the teo representatives of the four northern countics could
do Tl 6 prevent what was urged in the interest of the
countics which sent thirty-one representatives to the legislature.

“The record of the advancing steps Ly which the New
Brunswick lumber dues have reached their present industry-
crushing fi gurcs is briefly told—

“ From the charge of $6 per sq. mile in 1873 they were
advanced, in 1874, to $8 per sq. mile and a stumpage tax of
6oc per M. on spruce and pine logs cut anywhere on the
North Shore and 8oc. clsewhere in the province. Mileage
dues, however, were refunded to operators who paid sufficient
stumpage t0 cover the amount they had contributed on that
This arrangement lasted until 1877, with some
slight alterations in items of small lumber.

¢ In 1877 the milcage was continued at $8 but the stump-
age tax on merchantable saw logs was made 8oc. all over the
province, the drawback of mileage being still allowed on pay-
ment of stumpage. This arrangement lasted for six years,
the leases being renewable for five years and an extension of a
year being practically allowed. In 1883 the mileage rate was
contipued at $8, but the stumpage tax was raised to $1 per
thousand sup. feet for spruce and pine saw logs with no draw-
backs on account of mileage. Leases were made renewable
for ten years at an annual charge of $4 por sq. mile and
stumpage dues at $1.25 per thousand sup. feet for spruce and
pine saw logs. These are the rates now taxed upon the lum-
bermen.  In addition to this great increase in stumpage on
logs, and the retention of mileage fees, the rates on timber
have been increased and many items of small lumber, such as
boom-poles, ete., which were not taxed before, are marle to
contribute to the revenue of the province.

** The Government, having set the example, the private land
holders have not been slow to imitate and even betterit. It
will, therefore, be readily understood that the effcet of the
government’s policy has been to place the New Brunswick
trade at a great disadvantage. Jtis well known that mill-
owners with large capital invested can neither suspend opera-
tions nor realise anything near cost on their propertics. They
are, therefore, obliged to go on.  Many have done so for the
past two or three years at a loss. Some of our best known
concerns have been squeczed out of the business, as so many
idle mills testify. Should prices improve acrossthe Atlantic
the best prepared—those who have any capital left—may make
both ends meet.  If they can’do so and pay $1.25 per M.,
Government stumpage on spruce, it follows that the Quebec
lumbenmen who pay only 60 cents will make whatis a hand-
some profit in these times.  And that is why we expiessed the
view that the Government of Quebec, which charges $3 for
mileage and 60c. per M. stumpage for spruce is merciful,
compared with that at New Brunswick which exacts $8 mile-
age the first year, $4 for subsequent years, and $1.25
stumpage.”

New York-Clty.

New York April 27.—The market drags. Dealers evince
little disposition to buy, unless they can sécure a smap trade
and such opportunities are scarce, because sellers look forward
*0 a general th:uvmg out of business. when sales will be more
numerous and prices better  Many factories are runLing with
small crews, and have but little work on ‘hand: Certain
dealers g0 5o far as to say that business in certain dircctions
has been overdone, and if care and sound judgment are not
used, a crash of more or less: severity will follow. Weakness,
if any exists, i3 among consumers, and yard ‘dealers arc hesi-

‘tating about piling their yards with.stock wbxch may not be

salcnblc. A month ago trade was fully as: strong as it is now,
and at that time the dealers: looked forward: to a décided im-

_provement in the time which has' intervened.



