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eries— Water power—Mo tintaius—A volcano—Commercial,

Agricultural, and Manufactwrimj features of Oregon—Value

of the arm of labor. «•
-

The Aborigines of Oregon form, at present, nine-tenths

of the population of the whole country, and from their newly
adapted habits, are deserving of a place in the social census.

They were formerly much more numerous, but like all the

savage race, they melt away from the white man's approach
like shadows before the advancing sun. I have no means of

accurately ascertaining their number, as large bodies of them
are in the habit of moving from place to place to reap the

varying harvests of the fisheries, but I believe they somewhat
exceed 20,000. They are most numerous in the Nez Perces

country, which extends eastward from Wallawalla, and con-

siderable nu mbers of the Cheenooks attracted by the fisheries,

are to be found at the Dalles and at the mouth of the Colum-
bia river. They are, however, degenerate and broken, and
instead of the proud and warlike being which presents itself

to the imagination when the idea of an American Indian en-

ters it, they but offer to the actual beholder the specimen of

a creature degraded almost to the level of a beast, and capa-

ble of submitting to the most servile abasement. Indeed, so

completely are they under the control of the superior intelli-

gence of the Anglo Saxon settler, that they can scarcely be
considered in a much more dignified light than as a race of

natural villiens or serfs. The Nez Perces Indians retain in a
greater degree than any other, their ancient mdependence ;

but even the members of this tribe fall readily under the con-

trol and mastery of the whites.

The Indians between Wallawalla and the Dalles are a cow-
ardly and thievish set, and the portion ofthem situated at the

latter place, in addition to being degraded and ignorant in the

extreme, are so addicted to stealing, that they lay hands on
every trifle that comes within their reach. Those portions at

Vancouver and in the valley of the Willamette, are abject,

servile, and filthy in their habits, and most of them go half

naked during the whole year. In both this and the adjoining

region, they perform a great deal of work for the whites, and
where labor is so scarce as it is here, they are of no slight

assistance to the settlements. Many of them make very good
hired hands^ and they are found particularly useful in rowing


